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 Buddhist Scholars Distressed by Recent Fiery Suicides

By LOVIS CASSELS
Unised Pross Inpernationsl
Within the past (wo

months, four monks and a nun
have burned themselves to
death in South Viet Nam to
dramatize Buddhist  griey-
ances against the regime of
President Ngo Dinh Diem.

Their immolations have
caused many newspaper read-
ers in the Wesl to associale
Buddhism with Hery sell<le-
struction,

This is an ironic turn of
evenls, and very distressing
to Buddhist scholars outside
South Viet Nam.

These scholurs say  thal
nothing could be further from
the true spirit of Buddhism
than to take a life — even
one's own life — in a polit.
jeal quarrel,

Buddhism traditionally has |
been a gentle and unworldly
religion, disdainful of polit-
el concerns. One of H.‘i basic |
tenels is an extreme “rever-
ence for life.,”
monks even slrain the water
they drink to make sure they
do not accidentally ingest —

Buddhist]

greater dedication than Guas
tama. He f{asted, ealing one
bean a day, until his spine
could be scen through his
shrunken stomach, But he
found no answers to his ques-
tions aboul lile, and conclud-
ed that exireme asceticism
wiE no better than luxury as
a puthway 1o happiness

After six years of [lutile
| searching, Guatama sealed
| himgelf ane evening beneath |
Ithe shade of a fig tree neatr
|!I1p village of Guva in northe
cust India. He vowed that he
would sit there until he saw
the light.

Poisoned Mushrooms

According lo Buddhis! scrip-
tures he remained for 48
days. e emerged from this
experience a the Burirjha. ar

“the enlightened one.” I'ur‘

the next 45 years, he walked
from one Indian wvillage (o
another, sharing his new In-|
sights with all who would
listen, and founding an order
of monks 1o pass on his mes-
siage. He died at the age of

and cause distress to — some | 80 after ealing some poisoned

small living thing.

Buddhist scholars say thal
sulelde cannol be squared
with the teachings of the falth
even il it is prompled by
noble and unselfish reasons.
Ancient Faith

Buddhism has no centril
authority which could rebuke
Vietnamese monks for un-
Buddhist tactics, A lack of
formal organization is charac-
teristic ‘of this ancient failh,
No one even knows for \urc|
how many Buddhists thers
are in South Viet Nam. Est-
imates range from 20 to 80
per cent of the population,
which totals 15 million.

Buddhism comes in almosl
as many varieties as Christ-
janity . . . counting all of its
sects and subdivisions, in-
cluding the one called Zen
which currently is enjoying
a vogue among Wesiern beat-
niks, there are aboul 150
million Buddhists in the
world. The main centers of
Buddhism today are Japun,
Korea, China, Mongolia,
Tibet, Ceylon, Burma, Thai-
land, Laos, Cambodia and
Viet Nam,

There are relatively fow
Buddhists in India, where Lthe
religlon originated 2,500 |
years ago a8 an offshool of
Hindulsm.

Dressed in Rags

Its founder was an enor-
mously wealthy Indian prince,
Siddhartha Gualama, who
was born about 560 B.C. in a

s irom Benares. Lesond | EAUCATOFS Expected

says Gualama had three pal-
aees and 40,000 dancing girls
lo amuse him. But he learned
ecarly in life that luxury did
nol lead to happiness. When
o was about 29 vears old, he
abandoned his sumptuous h!r\
as a prince and went into the
forest, dressed in rags, lo seek
enlightenment in the solitary
life of a Hindu ascetie,

No one ever practiced mor-
tification of the flesh with |

New Law To Go Into
Effect on Tuesday

Salem -UPP- A new law
making many soclal security
recipients Ineligible for un-
employment insurange henes
fits will go into effect Tues
day, Employment Commis
sioner David H, Cameron re.
minded today,

The law, adopted by the
1063 legislature, provides thuy
unemployed persons eligible
to receive sovial security bens |
efits shall be presumed -..,
have withdrawn from the la-
bor force and shall not be el
igible for unemployment ben. |
efits, unless the individual |
can show he was not volun.
tarily withdrawn from the la
bor force and s & bona fide
member of the labor market

1

| provemont of ‘education

mushrooms that had . gotten
into @ dish by accident
Buddha's original teachings |
constitute a philosophy of life |
rather than a religion, He
taught that human life s
chiaracterized by suffering,
and the basic cause of suffer-
ing is "tanha,” a word u.'hu'hl
is often translated as "tIchrr‘"|
bul which actually connotes |
selfish craving, the tendeney |
in every person lo seck his
own privale happiness
To hreak free from slavery
o “tanha,” Buddha said men
Illu:il follow *“the eightfold
path” of right knowledgo, |
right aspiration, right speech, [
right behavior, right occupn-
tion, right effort, right think-
ing and right absorption
Under each of these eight
headings, he lald down rules
for rigorous sell - discipline
Buddhists were [orbidden to
lHe, steal or kill any living
creature, including  animals
and Insects, They were al-
lowed to eal only what Lhey
could bheg, and then jusl
enough 1o keep the body alive
and functioning. Alcoholic
beverages and sex relations
were strietly forbidden.

Ecstatic Union

Buddha said this monastic
way of life, if carnestly prac.
ticed, would eventually lead
to “nirvana’” Exaclly whal
he meant by (his much-abused
term is hard o delermine

At November Event |

Salem -Educational ]varlm.\|
from every state in the ynion
will visit Oregon in November
when  state  superintendents
of public instruction and
members of thelr staffs arrive |
in Portland for the annual|
meeting of (he Council nt‘|
Chief State School Officers. |

Stale Superintendent and |
Mrs. Leon P, Minear, meim-|
bers of e Oregon state
board of education, and their |
wives will be the official
hosts of the meeting, w |1H‘|.‘I[
will be held Nov. 17 through
21

This will be the first time
the Chiel State School OIfi-
cers have mel in Oregon, ag: |
cording to Dr. Minear, who
sild members ol the council
accepted his invitation to hold

| the meeting in Portland in or-

der o observe at first hand |
the Oregon program for im.
and
significant  changes  which
| have been made i the role |
of the state department of ed- |
| ueation as o resull of the pro- |
gram

The Chiel Siate Sehiool Of-
ficers will visit 1he statle du‘-l
partment of educition in Sal- |
em Friday. Nov. 22 Approx
imately 150 people are ex-
pected for the meeting

Dennis the Menace

*TUL BET

HESDWI’NGA&JTM He )
MUMBLED 1 DONT WUARA )+ |

from his authenticated say-|personal God. But his silence
ings. Al limes,
think of nirvana as a stale
of nothingness, a final blot-
ting out of human individual-
ity and henee of the selfish |
eravings which cause suffer-
ing. At other points, he speaks
of nirvana in Llermg com- Dr. Hugton Smith, professor
parable to those which » | of world religions atl ' Harvard,
Christian mystic might use 1o | points oul in his authoritative

derived mainly

1qu1m..u al “Yspeculations
with which Hindulsm was al-

teaching & way of life

deseribe cestatie union with | book, "The Religions of '\r‘I.;nl
Gol (Harpet
It i sometimes said thal|the things which Bu(ldh;l
Buddha was an atheist, be- | iried so hard to keep out of  of other gods,

his movemoent ”.LIUd]nn mela-
physies. cree d‘ r|l1|:‘il-\

vause there are no direct ref.
erences in his rﬂ'nhmg in a

-upcl*htlul’:.’. -Came
he seoms to|on this subject seems to have | in

| cision that he would avoid ail | B.C.

) Whoi: Flnthmn
the austere philos

Thailand
hodia. The popular Buddhism |in
of other countries worships | sounds rather like a primitive
& Row) that all of | Guatama as a divine savior, | Christian version of heaven.

and admits a whole pdnlhecm | Real Truth

Like Christianity,
“mahayana”

and ' or

tumblmg places great
vengeance™

'wlum

- called | by

Zen is a
popular | developed
Budd Tmm ﬂlh century

rigorous self-denial.
“imonks of Burma, | men as well as
and Cam- Ihnpl: to reach nirvana, which
mahayvana

in China in

emphasis on com- | 12th

Lay-
monks can
called

Buddhism the futility

|r_n(‘||c~s
special case, It

A. D, and by the | zolution.

; century
after | piassion and human brother-| Jupan. w

from a de.|the founder's death in wulhnod Room has been mudtu;’"ﬂ ?;ﬂ“?f;t'f]l,:nhu;:rzug: E::f
| for prayer and ritual, and sal-| s
is something man re-
ceives by divine grace, rather
ready rife and concentrate on | | ophy ,,,‘ Buddha s preserved | than something he must earn
primarily by the so
‘theravada'
Ceylon,

the conviction
truth can never be expressed
or understood in verbal for-
mulae, but can only be direct.
ly experienced through a flash
of intuition or enlightemment
“satorj."

| road to truth, Zen masters re-
| quire their disciples to spend
hours
koans” or nonsense problems
mc||o which there is no rational

had reached |

that real

\
Get the best cooler. v i

To drive home |
of reason as a

working on
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BRENTWOOD

pint Carton

10-1b. Bag

ottage
Cheese

Cliffchar
Briquets

Regular ¢
89c¢

PIGGLY WiGGlY FRESHER PRODUCE

Be Smart! Be Thrifty! BIG WEEK-END

;/ LABOR DAY VALUES

Piggly Wiggly Will Be

Open on Labor Day

e 9 P.M,

Piggy Wiggly Will Be Open Fram 9 A.M,
On Menday, Labor Day, ter Your Shopping Convenicnee

COCA-COLA

6-Pack Carton—12-01. Bottles

Free Samples Fri. & Sat. 4 9 c

CMEEN
YA

SINCE 1896

GREEN

too!
SWIFT PREMIUM

SLICED BOLOGNA

BUDDIGS SLICED

BEEF OR HAM 39¢c.. 3. $1.00

SALADS 35.. 2. 69
45¢

FRESH AND LEAN
U.5. CHOICE OR SWIFT PREMIUM ‘

Plus

GROUND BEEF b
Deposit CHUCK STEAKS » 990

WIZARD BRIQUET

LIGHTER

Quart Tin Reg. 59¢

JELLO GELATIN

Assorted Flavors

wexvo

N Z

FLUID

39

il

Large Crisp Green

Celery

19

Sweet Red

M E L O NMS_ - “ .

SWEET VINE-RIPE
THICK MEATED

Giant Ripe
OLIVES

MADERA

3.1

YOUR CHOICE

® CANTALOUPES

. ® PERSIANS
® CASABAS
® HONEYDEWS
® CRENSHAWS

Malaga
Grapes

2:29°

Cauliflower
Orange Juice oUiv
Peaches

Heads

Local Canming
««HALES

Large Snow White

v, Pure Fresh
RF BOTTLE

2. 49¢
49c
20 s 1.98

29

_@ \

U.5. CHOICE OR SWIFT PREMIUM BONELESS

CHUCK ROASTS .
59

POT ROAST .
19
3%

LEAN AND TENDER

BEEF STEW

FANCY

SHORT RIBS .

BRENTWOOD

lce
Cream

29

BRADLEY'S

Crispi Frozen
Fruit Pies

Apple — Cherry — Boysenberry
OR PEACH

Vanilla )
Chocolate J
Strawberry

Y2 Gallon




