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What it will mean In actual

By JAMES J. DOYLE
United Press International
Portland, Ore - IUP1) - When

the 2,250 students who attend
Marshall High school here re-

sume classes next fall, they
will become part of an "exper-
iment" in secondary educa-
tion. ,

Gone will be the static
periods, dry lectures,

day to day scheduling and,
perhaps most important to
the students, the constant
supervision. .

At the base of the year-
long pilot program are two
tried methods: flexible sched-
uling and team teaching. Both
have been tried only in lim-

ited areas of curricula and on

practice to the student is a
half hour more of school day,
60 minutes more each week to
pursue projects the student

can be similarly scheduled.
Flexible scheduling on a

large scale is a project of
such complexity it cannot be
done manually. Stanford Uni-

versity developed the compu-
ter program that will place
the students - and the teach-
ers - In the most advantageous
niches.

Stanford spent three years
developing the program, and
when it came as close to an
answer as it could without
a live experiment, it invited
five high schools in different
regions to participate.
Best Teachers

The flexible scheduling
theory includes using the best
of teachers. In terms of every-
day work, this could mean
that a teacher with a talent
for organization, but also a
talent for putting students to
sleep in classes, will be used
for curricula planning.

presentation will lecture.
Also, at the teacher level

of the program, more non-

professional workers will be
used, and it is hoped that ulti-

mately fewer teachers will be
needed to accomplish the
same, or more effective re-

sults.
The professional instructor

will spend his time in the
strictly professional task of
teaching and counseling and
"para - professionals" and
clerical workers will do the
other tasks.

Dr. Petrequin, and his fel-

low educators, hope - and
expect - Marshall High school
to lay the blueprint for future
educational programs, a new
direction in teaching.

The aim: finding new, and
more certain paths, to that
wonderful and hungry con-

sumer of truth - the young
mind. .

wrong.
Regimented restriction does

not ideally prepare students
for college where they will
have to work, act and think
independently, he noted.

Under the projected pro-
gram, students will gather
in small discussion groups
pursuing studies with fellow
students of similar interest
and aptitude. Dr. Petrequin
calls the small discussion
group the "heart of the pro-
gram.''

The other main components
are the lecture and laboratory
group. '
Record Labs '

"Resource centers" In
which small groups will work
include work rooms, libraries,
film and record labs.

Lectures, under maximum
flexible scheduling, can be
given to 90 students at one
time,' instead of to groups of

ing," and the one educators
will be watching.

This is the big revolution,"
said Dr. Gaynor Petrequin,
principal.

Under the present system,
there are five 55 . minute per-
iods with a sixth period for
study, all closely supervised.

Under the new plan,, a stu-

dent will register each morn-

ing and then go to his first
period, but instead of 55 min-

utes, it might be 20 minutes,
or 40, 60, or 80. It will be
a "module" or a series of mod-

ules - time periods.
Few classes will be shorter
than 40 minutes.

In an instance in which
one module is used, it will in-

clude 16 minutes for work
and four-minut- to go to the
next part of the day's pro-
gram. One - modoule classes
will be used almost without
exception for Individual proj-
ects.

Dr. Petrequin said that
workers who planned the

"wants to follow, more se-

lectivity in choosing elective

ALL DAY FRIDAY & SATURDAY subjects and more individual
determination in his own edu-
cation.
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But Marshall's program,
like that of four other schools
around the country, will in-

volve all students, all the
teachers. It is the largest of
five schools in the experiment
to inaugurate what is called
"modular flexible schedul
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