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Field of Science Found Fascinating To Young Children

useful for all individuals,

By DAVID NYDICK
UPI Educational Specialist
The field of sclence is fas-
cinating to children. They are | ve

which we live.

land an appreciation of and
an interest in the world in
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lop practical knowled ge
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Pationce Must Be Strongest
Altribute of & Mether Hen

There iz a worthwhile les-
son for most of us.in the ev-
eryday msccomplishments of a
domestic hen who sirives
mightily: to lay an egg-a day.
To her, it iz a discouraging
business for someone steals
those eggs as fast as she pro-
duces them. But to her ever-
lasting credit, let it be said
she never gives up; she keeps
on trying, and with rare good
nature {oo,

Did you ever think about
the time, effort and trouble
the hen went to producing an
egk that you thoughtlessly ate
for breakfast this. morning?
That unknown hen; with only
one thought in mind, and
urged on by biological insist-
ence, plans on raising a fam-
ily—that's why she lays the
eggs. About the best her in-
ternal machinery can accom-
plish is an egg a day. °
Discéuraging Laber

Her egg-laying iz a dlscour-
aging labor, for someone
steals those eggs. So, Mrs. Hen
atiempts to “steal her nest,”
that is, hide it, in an attempt
{o save those preciols eggs.
If she succceds, those e
won't go lo market; no one
but her will know whtre they
are, and she wijl be smeaky
about them, even may be
smarl.enough to aveid going
near the nest when anyone
is watching. :

The hen that ‘“steals her
nest'’ may ‘be one whore pa-
tience was worn thin by hav-
ing her eggs slolen, or one
that desires motherhood over
and above humgn desire to
find more eggs for more prol-
it, or for better breakfasis.
So she sneaks away, scralches
out a hole in the sand under
a bush, or locates a pile of
straw or leaves. Having lo-
caled when she considers a
suilable spol, she begins, day
by ‘day, lto accumulate a set-
ting of eggs. ¥ o |
1‘|_|urnal Effort

Perhaps she doesn't realize
it, she {5 not supposed io be
an ‘intellectual genius,' but
she must know that laying an
egg. even one a day, requires
enormous internal effort, no
human could do it, ]

So she has the location, and
has laid 'the eggs; she knows
when she has laid enough, for
some little biological butten
is pushed by an instinct, over
whigh:she hus no control, and
she begins the indgubation pe-
riod, She enters willingly
into weeks of inactivity, short
rations, .and considerable dis-
comigrt:

Of tourse she has no knowl-
edge ‘of what gravity can do
to.the yolk of those eggs she
is trying to ‘hatch. She doesn't
know that, it left too long in
one position, the yolk will
settle, pulling it out of the
proper position, So again
without - knowing why, she
carefully turns ever egg every
day.

She Will Be There

When she leaves the nest,
and if she doesn’t want to
starve lo death she must leave
at times, she knows exacily
how long she can remain
away, Those eggs cannol be
allowed to become cold. There
is no way of knowing whether
or nat Mrs. Hen knows about
the time the chicks will hatch;
really, she wouldn't hayve to
know, she will be there when:
ever the day, or the hour.

She will know too, when
the first chick staggers out of
ite limey shell, wet and, be:
draggled. Another virtue she
possesses, whatever the out
come of all her ef{forts, Il one
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chick haiches, or a dozen, she
will be content, seeming to|
know she had done her pll’:.|
She has stuck to the job until|
it was finished. She was faith- |
ful, patient, and determined, |
Many humans could very.well |
| emulate her faithfulness to
| duty. [

| NOW YOU KNOW

By United Press Internationsl
| The leaves of Victoria Re
gia, a giant South American
|waler lily, measure about|
|seven feet in diameter and
are strong enough to support
a child, according to the Na-
honll Gmgnphn: Socieh
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