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Suprise Valley Offers
Variety of Phenomena

By J. O. McKINNEY

Mail Tribune Correspondent

Early in March of 1931 near
Lake City in Modoc county,
California, a 30-acre tract of
pasture land exploded,

On this tract there had been
gome 200 springs of hot water,

fenced to prevent livestock
from being damaged through
falling into the springs, or
from their runoff, Bul the
explosion changed the entire
selup,

When things relurned to
| normalcy, the tract held three

HOT SPRING—Radium water with a temperature of 220 de-

grees forms Cedar Springs six
in Modoe county.

miles east of Cedarville, Calif,,

Opening of School
Scheduled Sept. 3
For Rogue River

Rogue River—Rogue River
gchool district registration
for high school and elemen-
tary students has been sched-
uled for Aug. 21, 22 and 23,
according to John B, Harr,
superintendent,

First grade students will
enroll Wednesday, August 21,
and Thursday, Aug., 22, In
the Primary bullding. They
will be required to present
birth certificates or other
evidence of age showing
that they are six years old or
will be on or before Nov. 15.

Board policy allows no ex-
ceptions to this state regula-
tion, the administration em-
phasized.

First graders also are
esked to bring doctor's certi-
ficates of health, Children
who missed the pre-school
roundup conducted by the
Parent - Teacher association
may obtaln blanks from the
Jackson county health de-
partment at the courthouse
and have examinations by
their personal physicians.
FRegistration Hours

Registration hours will be
§ a.m. to noon and 1 to 4 p.m.

Aug, 21; 1 to § pm. and 6 to|
8 p.m. on Aug, 22 On Aug. |

24 registration will be limit-
ed to § am. to noon.

All elementary school stu-
dents who were not attend-
jng Rogue River schools &l
the close of school in the
gpring are urged to register
in the Primary building

All high sthool students
who do not register al 1}115
{ime in the high school office
will be assigned lo classes
which they selected in pre-
rogistration last spring.

Since state law does not
permit  districts  to supply
high school textbooks, cer-
tain fees will be collected at
registration. These fees are
not compulsory, but c¢ach pro-
vides certain privileges
which cannot otherwise be

ranted.

8 The school opening sched-

QI

COME ON IN . . . THE

- ELECTRIC & PLUMBING SUPPLY

-:";5,.;, 2740 No. Pac. Hwy.

ule calls for all teachers to
report on Thursday, Aug. 29,
at 9 a.m. for an organizatlon-
al meeling in the school cafe-
teria. The following day,
Friday, Aug. 30, will be a
work day for &ll teachers.
Tuesday, Sept. 3, classes will
be held all day, Buses will

be aperating and the school
cafeteria will be open.

Former Local Man
Receives Gold Star

Capt, Edwin A. McDonald,
USN (Ret.), formerly of Med-
ford, recently received the
Gold Star in lieu of second
award for outstanding service
from 1956 to 1962 while serv-
ing as Task Group Comman-
der and Deputy Commander,
U.S. Naval Support Force,
Antarctica,

The report was carried In
the August issue of “All
Hands,"” Bureau of Naval Per-
sonnel Career publication,

It states that Captain Me-
Donald exercised sound judg-
ment and oulstanding knowl-
| edge of ship operation in polar
| regions - “skillfully com-
| manded resupply and explora-
| tory ship task groups of Task
iFarcc 43 for the U.5. Navy's
| Operation Deep Freeze from
| its inception ta the conclusion,
| In addition, he personally led
| selentific expeditions into
| previous unexplored Antarctic
| waters.”
| Art Schoenl, also formerly
| of Medford, in calling atten-
tion
mentioned that McDonald has
been doing considerable writ-
ing since retirement and had
a feature in National Geo-
graphle last winter. He has
been working for a private
foundation interesied in Arc-
tic and Antarctic exploration,

SAVINGS ARE GREAT!
DURING OUR
ANNIVERSARY
CELEBRATION

BEAVER

to MeDonald's citation, |

lakes of hot water, Much of
the fence had been blown
away; some had disappeared
in mounds of mud; some just
disappeared, never to again
be geen, ]

Water during that night-
mare had been blown hun-
dreds of feet into the air.
Mud was found 4'% miles
away. Windows were broken,
and doors blown from their
hinges from the force of the
explosion; while scientists de-
clared the episode was with-
out geological parallel.

Had Received Name

Yet this region is so un-
usual that it was named Sur-
prise Valley more than 100
years before the explosion,

This land runs to hot water.
It has, too, caves where lce
lays for centuries on end. They
are apparently never defrost-
ed. Yet six miles east of Ce-
darville, across a lake from
the town is a well, called Ce-
dar Springs where water
stands at 220 degrees temper-
ature at all times.

One of the unusual things
found in this valley is to hear
frogs singing beneath bridges
under which water from the
spring runs during winter,
Winter temperatures in this
valley regularly stand below
zero, Yet under culverts across
roads where this water flows,
grass remaing green, and frogs
remain active throughout the
coldest weather,

Right Temperature

Another spot near Lake
City water temperatures are
exactly right for scalding hogs
at butchering time,

Surprise Valley is a regu-
larly shaped oval, Its length
is about 40 miles long, and
from 6 to 10 miles wide, Many
streams flow into it, None
out. During years of heavy
precipitation, it is covered
with shallow lakes filled with
alkali water, During dry sea-
sons, It is a sandy waste,

During either times it is
usually covered with mirages
that wave and dance in winds
that distort images of cities,
herds of cattle, and even for-
esls of trees, Dust “‘devils”
during periods of dry, windy
weather spiral into the sky.
Many Artesian Wells

On the western portion of
this valley are many artesian
wells. From many, water
flows from the top at the rate
of many gallons per minute,
This has been recorded up to
1,000 gallons each 60 seconds,
With more wells being utiliz-
ed, the pressure has declined
until it is seldom that now.

But on the wvalley's east
side, wells are scarce, What
are found, the water Is so
highly mineralized that it is
worthless,

But one well is so highly
mineralized it may yet prove
to be a bonanza, Impregnated
with radium, this water is
highly curative, But it is also
destructive if nol properly
handled, It corrodes ordinary
materials to where special
pipes and containers are re-
quired to handle,

Hotel Destroyed

A hotel-hospital built over
this spring in the late years
of the 1830s was destroyed
within 10 years. A buillding
erected there about 1959, with
knowledge of this action
seems to withstand its destrue-
tion but from some reason
difficulties have been encoun-
tered with state inspectors.
It is still not in use. Yet its
cost is said to be in excess
of a quarler million dollars.

Beside holding these mys-
terious conditions, and “‘split"
personalities the east side is
worthless; with the west be-
ing a rich farming land with
fine homes and big ranches

Indian legends say that the
ecause for these things is that
| the Great Spirit, when build-
ing the wuniverse, brought
|loads of his materials with
[hlm. then when finishing the
job, tossed all unused por-
tions aside, The end came in
| Surprise Valley, This is why
| the fragments are found there,

Be Choosy . .

DEEP WELL PUMP
With 42 Gal. Tank
and Air Charger

$15.95 down,
$13.15 per mo.

Centrifugal
Irrigation Pumps

$2 950 and up
Siskiyou Hardware

225 W. Main  Ph. 772-2939
® SEH GREEN STAMPS @

*

MONTGOMERY A

FILLER PAPER

Huge 575 Sheet Pack

Reg.

i 88F
Fine Bond, 81x11" Note
Book size, 2, 3, 5 hole
punch.

GIRLS’ JAUNTY,
NEW FISHERMAN'S
OVERBLOUSE

One, two, three, count
the ways she'll wear

. it. Wards special

includes a blouse to

A\ wear under the

| jumper...as anover~
- blouse over the jumper
. or, the jumper can go
by itself! Combina-
'~ tions of fall prints,

= plaids, stripes, solid

: colors, Cotton. 7 to 14,

WASH AND WEAR

INOXFORD CLOTH
WITH BEAUTIFUL
LITTLE TOUCHES

REGULAR §2.90

So much quality for so
little money | Adorable
dresses—shirtwaists,
new pyramid-line, two
piece, jumper styles
.+« expensive type de-
tailing, workmanship,
and combed cotton
fabric for longer-last-
ing wear, With deep
hems. Solids, plaids,
novelty prints. 3 to éx.

REGULAR 2.59
GIRLS' CLASSIC
SCHOOL SWEATER

Soft, warm, easy-care
Orlon® acrylic . . . ma-
chine washes, dries in
a wink. Wards has
them in an array of her
favorite fall colors.
Hurry, stock up on this
great buy! 7-14,

Matching short sleeve
pullover,double ribbed
neckline, keeps shape.

| Reg. 259 ... 199

117 S. CENTRAL

WHILE THEY LAST—|
PLASTIC PENCIL BOX{ \
WHEN YOU BUY

CHILDREN'S SHO

PHONE 773-7301

THRIFTY PRICED

\)  CAROL BRENT
: SLIM-LINERS
PANTY GIRDLE

Reg. 192 ' B
Long leg panty girdle
with downstrelch satin
front and back. Panels
for smooth hips and to
eliminate thigh bulge
nylen-rayon. S, M, L,
XL.BRA.Reg.1.59 Con-
tour padded, three
section cup stitching
for firm uplift. 32-38
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CAROL BRENT
REG. 2.99 NYLON
SLIPS, PETTIS
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Lavishly lace, nylon tri-
cot assoriment include
classic tailored, pro-
portioned, double
skirted, seam to seam f
paneling . .. scalloped [’
embroidery trim, flow- |
ery wide or narrow
lace #rim. 32 to 42, .
lem S, M' L A \‘-..
typical valve packed
/ sale at Wards. i
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BUY FOR TEENS
CAROL BRENT CAMPUS CLASSICS '

Choose black nylon velvet
with gray and black patch
leather saddle, or fine white

smoothleather uppers, Cush- reg. 4.99
ion crepe sole, pebble-finish
bottom. 4%2-10 in group. \
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EXTRA RUGGED

REG. 3.99 HI-OR-LOW STYLE SKIPS

A top Ward valve, Army

duck uppers, cushion insoles,

molded arch for extra sup- 33
port. Men's 612-11,12,13... i
Boys' 10-6. Black, white. i

-

Open 9:30 to 5:30 - Frida
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. SENSATIONAL! '

CORDUROY SHIFT JUMPERS '
AT AN AMATZING LOW PRICE! '

only

Look what you get! This fall's biggest fashion
£ hit...in corduroy so fine you can machine
* washit! Experily tailored, beautifully styled,
with tie' sash. Pinwale coiton corduroy in
\ red, black, green, brown. 8-18,

ys ‘Til 9

SAVE 1.10

SUNDAY, AUGUST 18, 1863 B 3
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WASH 'N WEAR
CONTINENTAL
SHARKSKIN

RiQ. 498

What a combination|
The great look of cota
ton sharkskin, the trim
lean look of continen-
tal styling . . . and the
terrific convenience of
wash and wear! All
feature inside adjust
tabs, no cuffs and 15"
bottoms. In natural,
willow green, elephant,
black. Men's 28 to 38.

) NO IRONING, EVER!

REGULAR 1.98
BOYS' ACRILAN®
KNIT SHIRTS

Qur most popular knit
shirts priced at a valve-
packed low! Luxury-
soft Acrilan® acrylic
knits wash 'n dry quickly
—look great without
ironing. Will not shrink
or stretch out of fit, Se-
lect smart pullover,
collar models in latest
Fall colors. Sizes 6-18,
Save at Wards today! |

FREE PARKING
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