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Issued Pastoral Letters

During the past few weeks,
at least 30 Catholic bishops
have issued pastoral letters
attacking segregation as an
unchristian denial of the dig-
nity which God has conferred
on every human creature.
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ey Lo Negro organizations, and
otherwise demonstrate th e COTTON KNIT

church's "identification with
those who are victims of op-
pression.”

The United Presbyterian
church has created a ‘Com-
mission on Religion and Race"
to stir Presbyterian laymen
into emulating the example
of their chief executive offi-
cer, Dr, Eugene Carson Blake,
who was arrested July 4 for
participating in a protest
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and prolest marches,

The National Councll of
Churches is urging white
Christlans — both clergy and
laymen - to join the “March
on Washington' which Negro
organizations have scheduled
for Aug, 28.
List is Lengthy |
The list could run on and
on. A similar ferment of ac-
tivity is under way in many
religious organizations be-
sides those named.
Not all of their white mem-
bers are happy about it. In
fact, some are quite vocally
unhappy to see the church
“taking sides” In a social rev-
olution.

Religious leaders are well
aware that commitment to the
Negro cause may cost church-
es and synagogues a few mem-
bers and a great deal of fi-
nancial support,

They say, however, Lhat
the time has come for reli-
gloug institutions to pay what-
ever price is necessary (o
demonstrate the sincerity of
their conviction that God cre-
ated all men, regardless of
race or color, with eq ual‘
rights and dignity.

Thizs “damn - Lhe - torpe- |
does” spirit was expressed in |
a recent statement by the gen-
eral board of the National|
Council of Churches, It said:

“Now is the time for ac-
tion - even costly action that
may jeopardize the organiza-
tional goals and institutional
structures of the church.”
What is the Cause?

bold action on racial prob-
lems?

Three factors seem lo have
contributed.

One was (he National Con.
ference on Religion and Race
held in Chicago last January,
It was the first time in his
tory that Protestants, Cath-
olics and Jews had met m-}
gether to examine their role
in race relations. They went
away from the meeting with

religion is neither indifferent |

called “America's
one moral problem."
Close on the heels of the|
Chicago meeting came the |
demonstrations against segre- |
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Negro Patience Exhausted

The nationwide wave of
demonstrations which follow-
ed Birmingham was the
clincher.  Religious leaders
realized that Negro patience |
was exhausted, and that il |
was no longer a question of
whether racial barrier should
come down rapidly or grad- |
ually, but a question of wheth:
er they would come down
peacefully or violently

“Birmingham and what fol-
lowed has confronted the na-
Iliun with a near - revolution
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