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Editor's notsr The Labor
Department announced last

wetk that U.S, employment | ing in the
yoss in July to a record fotal | abundance.
of nearly 71 million jobs, But| i, are
36 out of every 1,000 persons | ..o

have them. And many whodo| parorn
have jobs earn barely ancugh House staff,
1o keep them alive. This is & . noiicted a
report on the other side of
the tracks—on poverly.

By LOUIS CASSELS
wnahmgtnn—duru -The average
American family had an in.
come of $7,140 last year. One ]
family out of five had an in.
come larger than $10,000,

These are speclacular fig-
ures. They thoroughly justify
the cliche that Amcrh'ans are
living in an ‘“affluent so-
ciety," enjoying the highest
living standards the world
has ever known.

But they do notl justily the
assumption—widely held to-
day even among well-read
people—that mass poverly
has virtually disappeared
{rom this country.

In the midst of plenty, mil-
lions. of Americans remain
desperately poor. They may
not be as close to actual star-
vation as some of the people
who live In underdeveloped
cauntries. Bul their poverty
is real and grinding, and all
the harder to accepl because
it contrasts so painfully with
the prosperity that surrounds
them.

How many poor m-nplr»‘

| Commitlee,
He [ound

million

are there in America? The
answer depends on whal in-|
come level you chopse as a
dividing line belween moere
deprivation and actual pov-
erty

Dr. Robert J. Lampham, #
University of Wisconsin
economist now on the stafl of
President Kennedy's Council
of Economic advisers, believes
it is conservative to say that
poverty preveils in any
household where a single per-
gon is living on less than
$1,250 a year, a couple on
less than $1,750, or a famlly
of four on less than $2,700.
34 Million in Poverty

Applying this yardstick to
the latest officinl figures |m|
income distribulion, he ealeu-

titth {o one-fourth of the to-|ing on Inadequate retirement |as well as the South,
tal population

Why are they missing|ing 1982 averaged just a little |
who need jobs don't have|ip. .oy irain?
jolning

these questions for the Joint [ten are under-educated, nr be-
Congressional

present caleulations are
B85 years of age. They are liv-
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und education level of

are not shar-| pensions, on the charity nf Dr. Lampham Iound abﬂul breadwinner,

prevalling!relatives, or on "ald age as- 7 million Negroes among his Only one American family
slstance” checks from publiclay mi11ian impoverished [ out of 10 is headed by a wom:
the American welfare agencies, which dur- | an. But these fatherless house. |

Americans, Thal's twice as
| over 8§75 a month. | many as would be expecled

the White Another segment of the|on a purely stalistical basis,

Dr, Lampham | world of poverty Is populated | since Negroes constitute only
lengthy study af | hy Negroes. Because they of-| 10 per cent of the U.S, populi-
tion. Thus the ecircumstince
hey lack the skills de- | of being horn non-white dou-
increasingly | bles a person's chances of be-

holds-whether made
death, divorce or desertion-
families living on incomes of
less than $2,000 a year.

A woman who is trying to
support young children with-
out a husband or other male

Economic| sause 1

manded by an

that aboul one- | technological soeiety, of simp: | | ing poor, relative 1o earn a living is us-

fourth of the very poor-some | |y because they happen |‘|| Aside from old age and uyally entitled to public wel-
persons by his| have r!.—-rk skins, Negroes are |r1cp, the fartaors which loom | fare under the ever-cantrover-

last io be hired and the in dependent chil-

over | the “

| largest in delermining which | sial “aid
first 1o hp fired" |

in the l\flll]l | familleg are poor are the sex " program,
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lates that more than 34 |-ul-.I
lion Americans are now liv- |
Ing in genuine poverly
Others say thal Lampham's
figures are too low, In &
sludy published earlier this
year, entitled "“The Other
America" (MacMillan, Mi-
chael Harringlon) eslimales
that from 40 milllon o 50
million Americans are “‘oxisl-
ing at levels beneath (hose
necessary for human de.
cency.” The conference on
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economic progress asserl
that at least 38 million per-
song  fall into the “really
poor' category, The AFL-CIO
puls the figure al upwards of
42 million.

Pinpointing a precise num:
ber of poor people s not ter-
ribly important, The signifi-
canl fact on which all investi-
gators agree is that a great
many Americans—{rom one-
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constitule 24 per cent of the |

Some Amer-

thc icans have lormed an unshake.
'dh!t opinion that families on | Dr.

ADC have it pretty soft. This
:n\av be, But the figures show
| that the average ADC pay-
ment currently is about $128
per month for a family of
four, This comes (o about
| $1,500 a year and i= way un-
der Lampham's ‘“eonserva-
tive'" cut-off line for real pov-
erty
Meost Poerly Educated

Any American  youngster
whn is- thinking of dropping
nut of school-nr who i5s mere-
Iy wondering why he should

wark sa hard to get an educa-| get and knnp a f.:tmri job. The | ,-.Jmmr-m

Skirt Racks ».; o

y tion-should ponder andther ol'| immediate cause of poverly

that none of the factors cited | of chronic unemployment-the

Mllllons of Americans Remain Desperately Poor in Midst of Plenty

tic oroblem." It is a probicm
instance is|that has been growing stead-
ily worse in recent years. Ils
ramifications will be explored
in another dispatch.

Lampham's findings.
About two-thirds of the very
poor families in the nation|employment of the
are headed by breadwinners | breadwinner.

in nearly every
the unemployment or under-
family
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