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instruction to the techniclans

Finishing Touches Being Put on Shakespearean Festival Plays

By GEORGE H. BELL
Mail Tribune Staff Writer

Al B:40 o'clock last Friday
night, the lights in the Ash-
land Shakespearian theater
dimmed down, there was a
blare of recorded trumpets,
and some 30 to 40 people,
gathered ‘3 walch the technl-
cal rehearsal of “Merry
Wives of Windsor," abruptly
stopped talking and settled
back in their seats,

Director Ed Brubaker,
with a girl sitting near him
ready to record his noles as

the play progressed, sla-
tioned himself on the aisle
near the cenler of the
theater.

Next to him, wearing an|
earphone headsel so he could
{alk with the lighting techni-
clans In the blockhouse ut
the rear of the theater, was
Richard Hay, the festival's
veleran technical designer
director.

Producing Direclor Angus
L. Bowmer, founder of the
festival, sat alone a few rows
away.

For Bpecial Murpose

It was dusk and the air
was still warm. The small
group of spectators, all in the
theater for a specific purpose,
since visitors are  banned
during tech run.throughs,
wore light clothing bul most
of them had heavy wraps
with them.

At B45 o'clock, the stage
was suddenly bathed in light
as Justice Shallow. Sir Hugh
Evans and Slender, uncos-
tumed, came on to begin the
performance of the familiar
comedy.

(“Sir Hugh, persuade me
not; 1 will make a Star-cham.
ber matler of it; if he were
twenty Sir John Falstaffs he
shall not abuse Robert Shal:
low, esquire.")

For the next three hours—
until 11:54 o'clock—the play,
for the most parl, went very
smoothly, testimony that
everyone connected with it
had worked hard and had de-
veloped well,

Interrupis Flow

Not, actually, uniil the
final scenes did Director
Brubaker begin ta interrupt
the flow of the action to
work oul minor problems,
changing the blocking a bit
here, delaying an entrance
there, and making ndjusl-
ments in the stage lighting.

A few minutes after the
play began, Brubaker sud-
denly threw his head back
and Inughed oul loud al some
line that had just been de-
1ivered on the stage. The bulk
of the audience, apparenily
still struggling to grasp the
situation, didn't join him. A
director's eyes and cirs, vasl-
Iy more familiar with rnr-||
play than any one else, al-
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At 10:20 0 o'cloek, the car
thina in the inner below part
ed, exposing Robert Beénson
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A #scene (n the inner helow
CALL US gave the audience s first
TODAY look st two new stage inno
f vatlons this geason; a stairway
or from the inner above down
. FREE to the main stage, and a slid-
INg plutform in the inner be

shop in San Francisco, is a
huge man, and his Falstaff
promises, & couple weecks be-
fore opening night, to be one
of the finest ever seen on the
Ashland stage
Wanted To Hear Lines

Al 10:25 o'clock, Brubaker
Jumped and fairly ran to the
rear of the thealer, apparent.
| 1y to see i he could hear the
lines of a small hoy who was
called upon to conjugate a
Iu'”lﬂ \'1‘[[) in L] acene an
stage. Afler \he scene was
over, Brubaker returned
smiling to his seal and sat
down next to Hay

(Ford: “So say 1 oo, sir
Come hither; Mistress Ford;
Mistress Ford, the honest
woman, the modest wife, the
virtuous creature, that hath
the jealous fool to her hus-
band!—I suspe¢t without
cause, mistress, do [7")

At 10:35 o'clock, just after
Richard Graham, playing
Ford, had delivered the above
line, Brubiker interrupled
the play for the first time

"Let's break it just a min-
ute,” he ealled to the actors
an slage
On Stage Too Late

One of the stage props—a
huge wicker baskel in which
Falstaff was “hidden" during
an earller seene ad  been
brought on stage too late to
lll]llnllf) Ford's line, }-i:'l down
the basket, villain.'

Hruh,.krr asked Graham if
he could “wait fust a count"

en the Shakespearcun Festival
senson Wednesday night at Ashland’s Eliza-

(Classic Photo)

| as Falstalf, warniing his fo
|in @ buckel and cursing his
| luck at having been thrown

iin a ditch after his [first

[vendezvous with Mrs, Ford | Pefore making his entrance.

ended badly Graham replied that be
It was a marvelous sight, | could A

and agaln Brubaker roarcd Ready Graham ealled

|m1h laughter. Berison, [for- flullln"ln‘l wing

merly with the Aclors Wnrk Yep," Brubaker replied,

and the aclion resumed.

at 10:44
stopped

| A short time later,
| a'clock, Bruhaker

| PET TALK | "di %"

called  put,
up-the-stairs

“Girls,” he
“let's lake that
husiness again."”

| 8y M.I.L.

[ y Giving Instruction

< | He jumped up on stage and

A NEED FOR MERCY land the actresses talked the |
"The only thing lu-.::u.x'.-(n-r!M”Uklllﬂ over. They both

o e mph of el h | 00 2, what, nosn o

good men do nothing." Ed.

| later he returned to his seat
| \Imn:lmr Hay was giving

Nowspapers, national mag-
azines, T.V. and radio com-
mentators, offleers of the
General Federation of Wom.
en's clubs and hundreds of

protect  Inboralory animals.
More congressmen have cone-

|
mitted themselves Lo vote for

any effective bill that may |
g0 o Congress for a vole. |
The Humane society of the

LS. has Intensificd ils work
of 1elling the American pib-
lle why the use of anlmals
I research experiments
should be lmited and eon-
trolled. With six bills pend.
ing in Congress and public
hearings on the conditions un-
der which animals are being
used in research there is hope
that a bill may be passed this
year

Huntlreds of millions of
animals are experimented up.
on each year in the United

in the blockhouse about re-
selting the lights. After »a
short wail, the play resumed

A young man brought two
cups of hol coffee Into the
| theater and handed them to

While

SPECIAL

Brubaker and Hay
At 11:01 o'eclock. a group
of nbout 15 aclors who will stock

fairies” in
Falstaff in

ncross the

be disguised as

order 1o frighten
the play, trooped
stage

Lasts!

PURCHASE

Something about it didn't 3
please  Brubaker, and he
called out, “Let's go through

thal sequence again.”
Al 11:15 o'clock, he broke

US PLYWOOD CRAFTSMAN

in once more: “Hold it, we've
got to run through that

again." This time something

about the lights disturbed

him

Interrupis Aclion

|"
| . " I I
During the next 30 or 40 fl ] (2nds) '/4 x4 8
minutes, until the play was

over, the director interrupted
times. |

e Black Walnut

A e ey BT ol Dt

the action several
Once or twice the action | P
progressed only a lew lines s 9 er i
between stops, bul the aclors Panel f.
retained their humor. There
were no display” of lempera- - A
ment [ 3 Nutural Blrch

AL 11:52 o'clock, Evans left
his seat with Hay and Bru-| s 99
baker and vaulted up on Per Panel

stage to take part in the finul|
stene

(Fard: “If it be =s0:—Sir
John, to Master Brook \mr|
yet shall hold your word, for
he, tonight, shall lie with
Mistress Ford.")
Audience Applauds

With delivery of ihe {m-:rl|
line &t 11:54 o'clock, the play
ended and the audience
broke into applause. The
house lights came up. Bow-
mer was grinning as he

e Holiday Birch
s799 Per Panel

e Colony Oak

s799 Per Panel

¢lapped hiz hands.

The applause continued .u| TERMS.
| the cast went through the e
fast-paced curlain call.

Brubaker called them all
on stage and announced re- | Corner 6th ;
hearsal ecall for the next -
morning on a few special | & F"‘ streel's UMBER COMPQNY
scenes

It was just short of mid- Ph.773.
night when he waived his 5333
hand at them in dismissal

(,nnmm.lil !

and called,
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of misery systematically  in-
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