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Colorful Chapter in Histor

By DORIS ROBINSON

| larger numbers of thelr coun-| It was said that every claim |

Mail Tribune Correspondent|irymen in lo work for them.|sold to the Chinese was for-

¥reka-One of the most col-
orful chupters in the history

of Siskivou counly, and neigh- !

boring Shasta county to the

south, unfolded during a pe-|

riod of some 40 years of the
10th Century, when the area
had quite & large Chinese
population

The chapter began in the
early 1850s, when large nume.
bers of Chinese poured into
northern Callfornia, lured by
reports of vast wealth in the
gold mines of the area. I
reached & climax in 18D0,
when Yreka's Chinatown was
warhed away in a flood

The Chinese who came
seeking wealth brought even

RESCUED~—This stund was rescued from Chinatown before

It was destroved, and was

you Counly museum by the late Clyde Turner. For some
time It woas used at the museum to hold the register for

guegis. The litile Chinese hat

nated by a Mra. Balfrey of Etna, Calif.

TAKES FIRST JUMmp |

O'Brien-Ple Larvy Sined-
Jey, son of Mr. and Mrs, Juck |
Buarnea of O'Brien has been
stationed In Georgin. He re-
cently took his first Jump
from a helicopter in rxl.'u'w'.il

'In fact, It was said that 90 ever lost lo the community,
| per cent of the Chincse were | as no proceeds from that
glaves to the other 10 |n‘ril.'l'-l:|1 ever wenl in any chan-
cent, The average Chinaman|nel of trade, save the one
wis aecustomed to working | which went directly to Ching. |
for a maximury of 10 cents| It pald for all their fish, rice,
u day in China. His services, | clothing, In fact everything
| therefore, could be obtlained | commercial

for considerable less money If there was a delay in a
thun those of the native Cali- | cargo arriving, they would
fornia, who was used to get-| buy us little flour as would
ting from $2 Lo SO per day.|sustain life, & few pair of

Ax 8 resull, relations be-| gum hools, and what lumber
fween the Chinese and the|they needed, but in return

Californiuns wete not slways|they would take every chick-
good. Some of the whites were | en and hog within the range
alarmed at the influx of Chi-{of their acquaintance, the
| nese and fell the lwwrmncra! natives claimed. Or while one
Iwere getting a stranglehold | Was  buying boots, another
"on the area's commerce, | would steal two pair,
| Numbers Increase
. | Their numbers steadily In-
creased. Stores began to cloge,
tfo be succeeded by "Ching,
“Chong,"” “Cha" stores, and
| the produce was replaced with
| queer fish, little beans, dried
Il.mails and beetle bugs from
China, much to the gralifica-
tion of the San Francisco
ship owner,

Muny thousands of Chinese
worked on the railroads aboul
1883 in Shasta county, One
newspaper clipping reported
that some of the Chinese
working on the railrosd were

| killing all the fish in the river
by means of powder.
| The article also reported
that about 50 Chinese com-
plained bitterly of the treal-|
ment they received from the
company. They were com-
pelled to work for low wages |
and to buy thelr supplies|
| from Sisson and Crocker, pay- |
ing In some instances double
prices

ey sald they were ¢harg
ed 4 cents a pound for rice,
15 centy a pound for pork.
Purchases Siraw Hat

One cise related about a
Chinaman who had purchased

a straw hat in town and hap-
pened to have it on while in
Sisson and Crocker’s store. A
clerk rveached over and grab-
bed i, exclaiming, “Where
[you gel him?" and put It up
on the shell, compelling the
man 1o purchase il over again
| of them
In every rice of people one
finds hoth the good and the
bad, nnd this was true of the
Chinese. There is a slory ol
a man who came Lo !his coun:
iry when 21 years ol age, by
| the name of King Sing Wong.
of thiy paratroop division. Hig| e lived to be §0 years old.
= 'Illo worked for an English.
outfit s known, as Jobn F.! man named Luke Shaw, nnd |
Kennedy's Minule Men and|after working for him injthe tiny holbs in the paper
- div Quarte valley for 20 years, | belore he could reach the de-
wis glven the Litle by (he | paching hydraulic and other | consed, who (litis was safe il
President himself | types of mining and serving | he roached the cemetery first,

It burned several times,

later donated 1o the Siski-|

NEW YEAR'S CELEBRAT
on top of the stand was do-

ulation, so large that a Chin

of Luke Shaw. cooked and left al the ceme-

BUT FIRST give your eyes

need, Wear COLUMBIAN
fime is the hardest season

EYES BURN?

-« Your vision is priceless, guard it well. COLUM.
BIAN SUN GLASSES are available in your prescrip-
tion, with or without bifocals.

* Convenient Credit
* Wo give 4N Green Stamps

COLUMBIAN OPTICAL (0.

He worked for many years [tery on the grave. A whaole
for others in the avea and then | ropst pig and plates of food
retired in Onakland, Calil. He | and liguor were left to assist
was married (o Louie Len|the deceased on his journey
Gew, who died in 1008, They | to “Chinee” heuven

| had geven children, Chiness Cometery

S W ITrlbuh Is Paid | The Chinese cemetery for

e J Frank W, Haoper pald him | Yeeka Is on the Montague rd

a greut tribute ot the time of | just across the ratlroad tracks

s death and reculled his act | north of the highway, All that

of herolsm al the time of alis 1eft 15 g broken down [ene

mining  sevident  on Indisn | aod a brick altar on whibeh the

- ereck. He wis  presented o Chinese burned ineense and

wialch ax a token of appre | hung red paper streamers as

. o fclation by his Amerviean|part of the ceremony. They

- = an -~ i [riends and he was alwiays | buried their dead for a while,

proud 1o exhibit it in later | then opened the grave and

YOurs, shipped the remuing back to

Twao Chinese of Yreka, o China. It has been said that

Mr, and Mrs, Johnson, also | the shipping Hne shipped back

woere highly thought of by the | the dead and brought biack a

the glare protection ihay community as  [ine people, | eargo of live Chinese (o take
SUN GLASSES. Summar- || They were remembered espe- | Ltheir pluce

of th cinlly by the citizenry al Limes The Chinese New Year cole

€ year on your eyes of Chinese funcrals Lrations isted  aboul  Lwo

They dwave rode In a) weeks and wore another col

horsedrawn hu ggy. bowing | orful sffair. Six prominent

and smiding to the people as | Chinese companies beaded U

the procession wound its way | mining operation Yreka

through town to the cematery, | and each belonged to o dif

The Chinese burial
fwas ol compared
| American way

ferent “Tong Headaquarters
for the companies and their
stores were located in Ching

cusiom
o the
Everyone was

our S50k yean

and thousands of red papers|the companies did thelr shop-

MEDFORD SHOPPING CENTER with tiny holes punched in | ping, smoked oplum, and gam-:
Casal shopping with convenlent paiking them were strewn from the |bled on the premises. The
= 3 L ¢ home of the deceased to thelgames played consisted of

AT

SAYS: WE'VE

*o offer you

RAY CASEBEER
PADGHAM GLASS
X-P-A-N-D-E-

® SHAT-R-PROOF Auto Glass
® The Best of EVERYTHING IN GLASS

PADGHAM GLASS COMPANY

1309 COURT STREET

® Loaner Car Service

L MEDFORD

THE END OF CHINATOWN-Yreka, Calif,,
once had its own Chinatown, located near
Highway 00 in the block now occupied by
the Yreka laundry and other business firms.
but was finally

counly once had quite a large Chinese pop-

| fnithfully, he took the name| Huge quuntitics of fond wore |

invited, a brass bang play(‘d| town. All Chinese working for |

wiped out b

ION—Siskiyou Ioaned throug
Countly Muse

ese new year's

celebration was held annually. This photo,

cemelery. The bellef was thal Fan-Tan, Lolle, draw poker
the devil had to pass through | played (American style). If a
iCImlam:m had not pald his

last year's debts, he was nol
allowed to gamble.

During tie New Year cele-
| bratlon a game played by Chi-
| nese boys was called “Fights'
Jund compared somewhat o
| the American football, There
were (wo teams of about eight
boys cach, An explosive which
wis wrapped in padding look.
ing something like a pincush-
lon, was ghot into the air and o
mand seramble ensued, The ob-
jecl was for a player Lo carry
It o the *

Joss House' ™ safely

First Prize

A round trip to Cluna for
the lucky player was [irsl
prize and $500 was divided
among his teammates. Fire
crackers exploded from tall
poles and the Americans join
ed with the Chinamen in their
noisy and colorful celebration

Yreka's Chinatown burned
several times during its exist
ence bul wae alwavs rebuilt
4§l covered from
Highway 88 in the block now
covered by the Yreka laundry
Boyvd and Franson and cast
1o the rallrond tracks. A food
i 1880 carried the shacks
down Yreka crecek and now
none of the original homes re-
main, At present there is only
one family {racing their ances-
[try from Chinatown still liv-
|ing in Yreka. They own and
operate the White Circle Cafe
on Miner st

Only one
Weaverville,
operales

arca Was

family is left in
Moon Lee, who
there  and

the “Joss

slore
wiatches
Hous

In 1852

living along the

over

<. 500 Chinese were
g B¥ed

W oriver

y a flood in 1800. The above

photo was taken during the flood, on Feb.
4, 1800. Susequently, all the buildings were
washed down Yreka creek. (Siskiyou Coun.
ty Museum pholo).

h the courtesy of the Siskiyou
um, depicls a celebration at

Yreka one year.

In
and the foreign miners tax
totaled $8,000 a month. Al
though they were thousands
ol miles from their homeland
they built their house of wor-
ship and followed ancient cus-
toms and religion

|  They called their temple
| “Temple Amongst the Forest
| Beneath the Clouds." Inside

altars, carvings, gongs, panels,
| lanterns, tables, drum, lapes
try and banners were found,
as well as images of Chinese

y Washed Away/

the Weaverville dl.‘-irlcl.:

deitles, including those of|
Medicine and Wealth, The
deities m ered three and
were made of clay. There

were three elaborately carved
altars

Food and incense and red
candles were placed in front
of the images; whiskey and
tea were kept before them o
satisfy their thirst. Lee still
keeps up this old custom. As
trustee, Lee deeded the temple
to the state in 1856,

There o miny
recalled old timers
cannot write them all

whaut

Aare
by

slories
one
slories

and
mothers of the were
Kept vards
fonced with high board fences
su they could not see out. b

One tells of a white
lady who sat beside a large
knothole in the fence and
taught the Chinese lady how
to knit, and how a little boy
took flowers lo the lady inside
the fence because she did not
have any,

how the wive

Chinesg
th

@l home, neir

story

PROTESTS EXPECTED

| Washington -dFh- Kennedy
administration measures o
stop the rise in defense spend.
expe ans
the

INE are o o cause

from

this fall

CRATER

LOANS UP TO $1500

136 PINE “FORT

Here it is—a HANDY
HUNDRED or More!
Call Crater Finance

“Money From Crater Fimance
I Like Money From Heoma"

FINANCE
6641213

fabulous new

STEREO

HIGH FIDELITY

phonograph value

with space age Solid State Circuitry

NO TUBES

the magnifice

@ You've never heard anything like
it! Revolutionary new solid state
circuitry gives ten times the effi-
clency of comparable tube sets!

SMART AND

VERSATILE AS
A CONSOLE. . o
ON A SHELF ¢

y=
OR TABLE '

Your choice of Mahogany
or Walnut finishes

#1390

nt

only

gnNnavosx

@ Sodependable that parts are
guaranteed for 5 years—twenty
times as long as the standard
Industry guarantee for tube sets!

| :

A VAST IMPROVEMENT IN THE RE-CREATION OF MUSIC=
The Magnasonic X-10, an exciting benefit of today’s billion dollar space
age, brings you all the dimensional realism of stereophonics combined with
tonal purity you'd never believe possible at such a modest price! Powerful
stereo amplifier uses no tubes; produces no component-damaging heat!
Four speakers—two 8" plus two 5"—surround you with truly beautiful
music. Convenient gliding top panel opens to record player and all controls
without disturbing your top-of-set decorative accessories. You must
hear this fabulous new Magnavox o appreciate it!

jEchusive MICROMATIC PLAYER lets your records last a lifetime *

pick-up plays perfectly at only

+«» completely eliminates pitch distortion
—turntable speed is as accurate as the
finest electric clock. High compliance

1 10th oz

touch—banishes record and stylus wear,
Your records can last a lifetime—the dia-
mond stylus is guaranteed 10 years!

Come in and prove to yourself that Magnavox is truly the finest

and your best buy . . . on any

nlcs

he magnificent

\  ever so
" SLIM and TRIMI

"haw)

basis of comparison,

g [ | avox ® Easy to carry

® Dependable
Performance

* Wonderfully
Compact

Only $119.50

ENJOY BETTER, CLEARER PIC.

TURES THAN YOU'VE

SEEM FROM PERSONAL

At home or away, three

EVER
T™v

IF stages

Come in and prove to yourself that Magnavox iy truly the finest

and your best buy . . . on any

MUSIC

111 No. Central

basis of comparison,

HOUSE

PURUCKER

Phone 773-7538




