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Billboards in the News

Billboards are again in the news.

In California, the Legislature rejected a bill
which would have completely banned billboards
from most state highways. But it is still consid-
ering restrictive measures.

ﬁl Oregon, a new law will soon go into effect
which changes the administration of the bill-
board control law from the Labor Commissioner
to the Highway Department, and which spells out

rules and rggt_xla&iogu._

lN PORTLAND, the Oregonian compliments the
Legislature on the new law (as does the Ore-
oadside Council), while the Journal com-
bitterly about the location of one big bill-
which, the paper states, effectively blocks
“the most dramatic view of downtown Portland”
available to newcomers entering the city.

gon

Ployed by the New York State Thruway swarmed
nto the dawn and took down 53 billboards which
did not conform to regulations, and whose own-
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ers had refused to make the necessary changes,
The New York Times commented:

“R, Burdell Bixby, Thruway Authority chairman,
thus showed sgain that he meant business. At the last
session of the Legisiature he led a successful battle
against the billboard lobby, which was trying to soften
up the law. Owners of the signs had ample nolice that
publiec opinion and the law, as well as supporting court
decislons, were againat them, The stale standards of
regulation are conslstent with the Federal Incentive
prohibitions against slgns on Interstate routes. They
meet every test of reasonableness, Mr. Bixby has done
his duty. He could do no less and obey the law he de-
fended In the interests of highway safety and scenery."”

- . - - L]

THOSE WHO oppose billboards do not neces-

Flight o’ Time

Jackson County
from the files of The

Mail Tribune 10, 20, 30, 40
and 50 years ago.

10 YEARS AGO
June 23, 1:;: l’i(;&:arl

Geor, nrrin i
Pro\rm“.lr.. and Phil Getch-
ell, all of Rogue Valley Coun-
try club, won opening round
matchies in the Oregon
Golf associallon champlon-
ship flight at Portland,

Playing at Esquire
Theatre was the fulllenglh
foature of the “Coronation of
Queen Elizabeth 11"

pe-Sict s

20 YEARS AGO
June 20, 1043 (Tussday)

First fire llrht:zlmplndu:
tlgls ever omploy Orag:
to be uur;l“ ll;‘ Siskiyou Na-
tlonal Fo res.

From Arthur Perry's “Ye
Smudge Pot” column: "Here
it is 10 days to the Fourth of
July and not & boy with a
{humb shot off by a careless
firecracker.

30 YEARS AGO
June 23, 1833 (Thursday)
Applegnte CCC camp nears

completion.
Game farm here halches

1,006 phensants,

40 YEARS AGO
June 23, 1922 (Friday)

Ted Thye.Gus Schneldau
wrestling match at Gold Hill
tomartow night excites popu-

lave.

Fair; high 72, low 43 de.
groes; last year at (his date
mereury went to 103 degrees.

50 YEARS AGO

June 33, 1013 (Bunday)
School board deadlocked

over election of Oris Craw-

ford or H, 8, Stine as clerk.
J. L. Summers, Redlands,

Calif.,, buys Evans Creek
ranch.

What's Your 1.0.7
Nine o ten coreci b H
seven or eight a ve o
six b good.

1. Traditionally the quarler
deck of a ship was reserved
for whom?

2. Which Is the correct spell.
Ing: permissable, or permis-
sible?

3. Putling the shot is con-
necled with track, hunting or
salllng?

4. Ix “beauty sleep”™ thal
resl oblained before, or after
midnight?

5. In court trials, when the
wecused  ploads  “nolo  con.
tendors,” does thal mean not
gullty, guilty, or no contest
of the ¢ wraes?

6. Are the melatarsal bonea
In the wrist, bagk or foot?

7. Who was the first US.
Secrelury of War?

8. What does a philatelist
concern himself with?

0. Is the athletle javelin a
balllike, speur-like, or disc-
like object?

10, 1s Colorado, Nevada,
New Mexico or Idaho the
leading silver producer?

Answera: 1. Officers. 2, Per-
missible. 3, Track. 4. Before.
§, No contest, §, In the fool. 7.
Henry Knox, 8. Btamps. 0.
Spear-ike, 10. ldaho.

House Approves Bill

On Duty-Free Limit
Washington-UM-The House
has approved an administra.
tlon Bl 1o retain for iwo
more years the $100 du
free limit on foreign g
brought Into  the

sarily oppose advcrtising, per se. But the
do object to commercialism being used to bloe

scenic views, and to commercialism taking ad-
vantage of a captive audience on highways pro-
vided at public expense.

We have never advocated a flat ban on bill-
boards, for some of them are useful and neces-
sary. But we do believe in reasonable controls.
If these are not made and enforced, if they

Dom | are not complied with by the sign companies, and

if they persist in blatant disregard of the public

interest (e.g.: the monstrosities now going up
along the freeway in Medford),
tive is prohibition, Under such circumstances,
we are convinced a majority of the people would
support a flat ban, rather than condoning con-
tinued :_lbuge.-—E. A,

then the alterna-

Great Books Feature

We are pleased to call attention to a new Mail
Tribune feature, which appears on this page for
the first time today.
It is entitled “Great Ideas from the Great
Books,” and is written by the distinguishable
ghi!ompher. educator and author, Dr, Mortimer
Adler,

In it he answers queries from readers by ap-
plying the Great Ideas from his Great Books to
the questions. The column has had great success
throughout the country. It will appear in the Mail
Tribune each Sunday. =

READERS OF THE Mail Tribune are both in-
vited and encouraged to send questions to
Dr. Adler in care of this newspaper,

Readers submitting questions which Dr. Ad-
ler selects as the most penetrating will be reward-
ed with a complete bd-volume set of the Great
Books, which cover the field of ideas from an-
cient times forward.

Dr. Adler received his Ph.D. from Columbia
University and later was associated with Robert
M. Hutchins at the University of Chicago. He is
now director of the Institute for Philosophical
Research in San Francisco. In addition to editin

the Great Books series, he is the author of severa
best-selling books, including “How to Read a
Book,"” “The Idea of Freedom,” and “The Cap-
italist Manifesto."—E.A.

About Letters

In New York, a small army of workmen em-

Sen.

“As for Civil Rights, | Agree With
Goldwater That This Is a Matter of

State Rights—Uh—Let's Finish
This Speech Somewhere Else”

THE PRAYER CASES
In the aftermath of the
prayer cases, thera Is a most
Important question which we
must ask our-
selves, If the
constitutional
principle is so0
clear, why |s
[t that there
are such wide-
spread and
persistent at.
templs to In-
troduce some
Lippmans  kind of reli-
glous exercise into the public
schools?
All American churches ac-
cept the principle of the sep-
aration of church and state.
Only In fringe questions,
where there Is no self-evident
rule, Ig there difficulty in
interpreting the principle. No
church Is trying 1o obtain con-
trol of publle education.
The reason for the experl-
ments with religion in the
public schools is, I believe,
that there Is a growing dis-

Today & Tomorrow

By Walter I.Irplmnn
(e} 1963, The Was

ington Post

were Catholic, some were
Protestant, some were delsts,
some were in thelr theology
unbelievers. But all hd es.
sentially the same traditional
philosophy,

They had been taught and
shaped in the great tradition,
They saw, as Falher Murray
hag said, that within the west-
ern nations there is “A plur-
ality of incompatible faiths.'
Therefore, the state must be
neutral in the field of reli-
glon. But it never occurred
to them, it would seem, that
the public philosophy which
they regarded as self-evident
would become lost to educat-
ed men,

- L -
BECﬁUSE THAT HAS hap-
pened, the enforcement
of the Pirst Amendment has
a different meaning today
than at the end of the 18th
cenlury,
Those who are concerned
with the conlent of secular-
ized public education (and
muceh private education as

enchaniment with the results
of wholly-secularized educa-
tlon.

. - -

E 15, HERE, much the
hardest problem of educa-
tion, a much deeper problem
than that of persuading the
country lo raise enough
money to pay for good teach-
ing In adequate school bulld-
ings. 1t Is the problem of what
to teach about the nature of
man and the universe around
him, and how to provide the
boy and girl with governing
bellefs that will make them
clvilized,

reading and reciting the
Lord's Prayer are in varying
measures concerned with the
fundamental problem of a
moral and intellectual vaee
uum at the center of educa-
tion. It has been pressed upon
their attention, not only by
delinquency and unruliness
among the young, but also by
almlessness and anxlety
among adults.

When they introduce a sur-
reptitious and denatured reli-
glon Into the public schools,
they are snatching at straws,

the order, purpose and con-
trol that are lacking. But {1
would be obtuse to suppose
that there ls therefore no reul
problem or that the Supreme

We confess to a certain mild iritation over
recent criticisms of the Mail Tribune's Communi- |
cations policies and practices, |
One correspondent suspects us of unworthy
motives for rejecting a letter which we considered
to be libelous.

Another complains—in a paid ad and over a!
local radio station—that we refused to print a
letter of his. And thig from one who has proba-
bly had more Communications space over the
jears than any other single individual. The fact

, despite his unfounded assumptions, that we
still have the letter on file, and may print it when
space permits, Meanwhile we have been giving
reference to letters from others who have not
Imtl as much space as the complainer.

S WAS stated here recently, it has been neces-
sary to make certain revisions in the policies
regarding Communications. We now receive more
than can be fitted into available space.

As a result, we are forced Lo exercise a bit
more restrictive editorial judgment, giving pref-
erence to letters which are fresh and intevesting,
which are from those who have not been frequent
correspondents, and which are short and to the
point.

We are delighted to receive Communications,
for we are convinced that they are among the
best-read parts of the newspaper. But as noted,
not all can be printed. The responsibility for
selecting those which shall be is ours, whinem
notwithstanding.—E, A.

Court has disposed of it and
that it ean now be forgotten.
. . -

YHERE CAN BE, 1 think, no

serious dispute that the
Supreme Court has defined
accurately the historic mean.
ing of the First Amendment
“In the relationship between
man and religion.” says Mr
Justice Clark for the ma-
jority, “the state 1= flrmly
committed to a position of
neutrality.”  Why?  Because
ithr neutrality of the state in
the tields of religion and

|opinion are the terms of peace
|on which the religious wars
| were brought to an end

Only by forbidding the
| state to act In the field of
religion could the community
| be saved from the bitter strug-
| gle between groups attempt-
INE W avize the power of the
!Mltr in order to seitle the ter.
| rible lesues which had divid.
| ed Europe

We must remember, how
| ever, thal the liberals of the
17th and 18th centuries who
Inegotinted the religlious pesce
|'\\'r|'t not themselves agnos
{ties. On the contrary, includ.
Ling the American liberals who
drafied the Declaration of In
dependence and BHill
of Rights, they were them
pelves the adherents of a
public philogophy which s
inherent in the central
tradition of the classical
unbelievers, Bul all had es
and Christlan world. Some

the

well) should look upon the
decision of the court as hay-
ing closed m blind alley that
led nowhere, The forbidden
religious exercises would not
and eould not have dealt with
the great moral and Intel-
lectunl deficiencies of Amer-
ican edueation,

The exercises were harm-
less and negligible. But had
they been allowed to evolve,
they could have led only to
religious quarrels.

Now that we have finlshed

The proponents of Bib Iel

The straws will not provide |

with the token reform, we
must turn our attention to a
great reappraisal of the con-
tent of American education.

In the Day's News

By FRANK JENKINS

Russin's cosmonauts land
sufely — the gentlemen on his
B2nd orbit of the earth and
the Iady on her 48th. They
stuyed up longer than all the
rest of the world's astronauts
put together, Apparently they
parachuted out of their space
vehicles and came down safe-
ly on land.

The only mishap scems to
have been a bruised nose on
Lhe lady's part,

Vl‘!il‘:.‘it: RUSSIANS!
Meaning, of course,
common, everyday
rand NOT thelr Communist
| overlords, They work hard,

the
Russians

From

GREAT IDEAS...

By Mortimer J. Adler

fe) 196, Publishers Newspaper Syndicate

the Great Books

—

| THE NIGHTMARE

| sage, there is

BIRTH CONTROL
Dear Dr. Adler: Birth
control is a world-wide sub-
ject of imporiance today.
Can you, through your
knowledge of grest his-
torians, philosophers, and
teachers, throw any clearer
light on the problem than
we are ordinarily being giv-
en? Is this more & problem
to be solved by govern-
ment or religion? Many say
it is for neither fo decide.
They say this is a personal,
moral decision to be made
by the two people involved.
Jos R. Tindle,
450-38th Ave. North,
81, Petemburg, Fla,

Dear Mr. Tindle: Birth con-
frol has been practiced for
thousands of years. In an-
clent Greece, physicians and
medical scientists studied and
improved methods of contra-
ception, The anclenlt Jews
and Christiens knew of varl-
ous means of birth control,
including the “rhythm meth-
od."

Moral attitludes toward the
practice of birth control have
varied considerably. The
Greek moralist approved vari-
oug methods of population
control, Including abortion,
However, the Oath of Hippo-
crates includes the vow not
to aid a woman to produce
abortion. The Jewish Tal-
mudic writers approved the
use of contraceptives by the
wife if she was too young to
bear children safely, or if she
was a nursing mother, Ortho-
dox Jews today permit artifi-
cial birth control measures by
the wife — never by the hus-
band — when her health will
be seriously endangered by
pregnancy.

Early Christlan writers con-
demned all forms of contra-
ception. Augustine called it
“unlawful and wicked,"” even
when the method is the nat-
ural one of confining sexual

dinner. The Prince eluded
the stern-eyed bodyguard and
went into the bar where he
took a seat and ordered, and
was served, a cherry brandy.
At that awkward moment the
bodyguard entered the bar
and read to Prince Charlie
what the reporters describe
ag "'a very restrained riot act”
~ for heirs to the British
throne are not supposed lo
do things like that.

The Prince rushed away
from the bar and left for a
steak and potatoes dinner in
the hotel dining room,

HAT'S TO BE done about

1t?

Well, the sehool's head-
master, who arrived from the
vacht about that time, savs
the Gordonstoun rules PER-
MIT NO DRINKING.

What will happen to the
Prince? Headmasier Chew
says: 'l cannol prejudge the
issue, but the normal punish-
ment for an offense of this
nature is a BEATING or a
demotion.”” The usual form
of a “"beating” is with a cane,
and is known &s a caning.

He adds:

“There is, of courae, an
alternate punishment - which
is & demotion. 1 do not know
at the moment which will be
the likelier of the two."

It's a rough world.

intercourse to the “safe peri-
od." Aquinas called contra.
ception “the vice against na-
ture,” since it prevents lhe
achievement of the natural
end of the sexual act. Hence
he condemned it as opposed
to the natural moral law, as
well as to certain Scriptural
injunctions.

Aquina’s view has been the

eral Robert
Kennedy, and
Alwp all other
members of the Administra-
tion high command,
The nightmare was dimly
suggested in the passage fore-

continued Federal legislative

traditional Roman Catholic | inaction will be continued, if

day. Certain qualifications in |c8using the'leadership on

been introduced with the ap-
proval, by many Catholic
moralists, of the “rhythm
method" and thoughtful
“family planning." However,
it should be noted that seri-
ous medical, economie, social,
or eugenic reasons are requir-
ed for the use of such meth-
ods, and the Catholic moral-
ists unanimously condemn ar-
titicial means of birth con-
trol. It is unceriain whether
the church will or can ap-
prove the recently invented
contraceptive pill,

In past ages, spokesmen for
the major Protestant faiths
also condemned contraception
#5 immoral and impious, In
recent times, however, they
have come to approve the use
of birth control as a means
of achieving essential marital
and family values, The Lam-
beth (Anglican) Conference of
1958, for instance, unanimous-
ly approved the use of con-
fraception by conscientious
and responsible spouses exer-
cising "a wise gtewardship of
the resources and abilities of
the family,” and taking note
of *“lhe wvarying population
needs and problems of society
and of fulure generations.”
The conference also stressed
the mutual love between man
and wife as equally important
with procreation as the pur-
pose of marriage, and stated
that the role of the family Is
to give “responsible security
to' the children born of the
love of husband and wife.”

Catholic thinkers, such as
Herbert Doms and Thomas
Gilby, are in close agreement
wilh this present day Protes-
tant view of marital love and
procreation, Many Catholic
writers have noted that canon
law makes the education and
welfare of children, as well
as their procreation, the end
of marriage, and hence coun-
tenances some form of respon-
sible family planning. One
Catholic moral philospher,
Frederick E. Flynn, asserts
that the natural moral law
requires married persons to
“use sex reasonably ... and
not to dilule the care and
love™ for the children they

good thing."

The disagreement beiween
Catholies and non-Catholics,
however, on Lhe permissibil-
ity of artificial birth control
methods has caused heated
controversy on issues of pub-
lic policy. Many Catholics
are unwilling to contribute
through taxes to government
sponsored programs of artifi.
cial birth control, which they
consider immoral.

A way oul of this impasse
has been suggested by Dr.
John Rock, the eminent Cath-
olic gynecologist -~ for public
bodies to provide “all meth-
ods of family planning” leav-

sponsible men to the purvey-
| ors of hate and violence (and)
|endangering domestic tran-
| quality.”

| Bluntly described. the Pres-
| ident’s nightmare is that the
| Negro protest movement will
somewhere, somehow,
flow, from the sheer force of
pent-up emotion, into the kind
of violent excesses that will
shock moderate opinion in the

even require Federal inter-
vention.

L] L] .
HIS IS NOT a foolish night.
mare. As it happens,

some of the best reporting on
this tragic topic has been
done by the New Yorker. The
other day the New Yorker
had a piece describing, among
other things, a Black Muslim
meeling in Harlem, at which
the chief speaker, a certain
Conrad Ly nn, triumphantly
predicted thet “there iy going
to be a lot of white blood
flowing in this country! ...
We have guns and we are go-
ing to make our presence
felt."

The commentary on this
outburst was lhe.n supplied
by a young Negro woman, un-
named, who was quoted as
saying, “There's going to be
trouble, . . . Every night now
in Harlem, there's a rumor
that some white policeman
has abused a Negro. On a hot
summer night, it wouldn't
take much to set off a riol-
not isolated violence, but a
kind of revolution,

“Plve years ago, it was still
a problem for social workers
—jobs, education, housing....
Now something will have to
be done on an enormous scale,
3' lpere‘a going to be mur-

er,'

HE ALARMING explosive
almosphere described by

ing the choice of proper meth-
od to the religious faith or
conscience of the individual
client,

now have "by overdoing al

(You can win a S54.vol.

casting that “the result of | three

position down to the present  nol increased, racial strtle-|

n seem to have|Doth sides to pass from the |
o | hands of reasonable and m—ln

over- |

white community — and may |

ume set of the Great Books |

of the Western World by
writing a letter, not 1o ex-
ceed 150 words, incorporat-
ing & question of general
interest for Dr. Adler to
consider for inclusion in
this column, Each week he
will select as first prize
winners the letters of the
three best lelters, He will
use ONE of these letters as
& basis for a future column
and will answer it in ferms
of the intellectual heritage
of the Great Books - 440
works by 74 authors, span-
ning 30 centuries of

thought, Address the letters
to Dr. Mortimer J, Adler.
in care of this newspaper.

atter of Fact s e awes
el New '%

this young Negro woman is

Washington -~ Behind the also being reported to the
| President’s civil rights mes | Justice Depariment by its in.
| & nightmare- |formants throughout the
the word l.llcountry. The main cause of
not too strong | the explosiveness, it must be
~which has added, is not the fact that the
inereasingly |schools and public facilitieg
troubled the of the stale of Alasbama are
minds of the
President
himself, At-
torney Gen-

still segregated.

The main casue is, rather,
the fact that in the Chicago
Negro community, for ine
gtance, nearly one in every
five able-bodied workers is
out of a job. As the young
Negro woman in the New
Yorker also remarked, “The
families of some of these peos
ple have been on relief for
generations; they have
| energy and no work to spend
it on."

Small wonder, then, that
the situation is explosive. The
sudden increase of explosives
ess 15 nol hard to unders
|stand, either. Precisely be=
| cause the cause of equal rights
| has begun o gain a little
ground, the old passive ace
| ceptance of their lot by the
|great mass of American
Negroes has quile abruptly
been transformed into a new
militancy.

UCH, THEN, is the come
bustible raw material
which may too easily explode
intz excess by the Negroes, in
one or another American
community. Except for the
Negroes themselves, no onam
has more to lose by such an
explosion than the President,
It will be bad for the country
he leads, bad for him person.
ally, and bad for his pariy as
well.

Yet he is reportedly curls
ously philasophic about it, He
does not blame the Negro
leaders for the competition in
militancy that has begun
among them. He certainly
does not blame the Negro
communitly for the sirength
and bitterness of the emotions
that are beginning to well up;
instead, he blames the injuse
tices which cause the emge
tions.

The one point that both the
President and Allorney Gens
eral Kennedy are endlessly
stressing to all who discuss
the subject with them Is,
characteristically, a practical
point, If Negro militancy goes
loo far, it will inevitably pro.
voke an answering reaction
in the white community, and
a reaction which may be even
stronger.in the Northern cities
than in the South., In that
case, the Negroes, being the
minority, will be the chief
sufferers.

- - L

THIS IS THE kind of prace

ticality which caused
James Baldwin and the other
Negro leaders who met with
Attorney General Kennedy in
New York to go away coins
plaining that he “did not une
derstand,” The trouble |8
that he did understand, and
they did not,

What they did not unders
stand is that the wholly fustis
fiable Negro claims for equal
treatment in all fields will
never be met solely because
they are justifiable. In this
harsh world, alas, justice Is
not automatic,

The Negro claims will be
met, in fact, in decent, Chris.
tian white opinion also cone
tinues to insist on these claims
being metl. And therein, of
course, lies the danger to the
Negroes, as well as to the
country, of the kind of ex-
cesses that may too easily
(and one must add, too unders
standably) occur as the prese
ent crisis develops.

By ERIC SEVAREID
Miss Christine Keeler is not
lkely to stand in the big

they seem to have good minds
ind, 5o far as is known, they

| pay their way as they go and

put nothing on the cuff

It might be just as well for
us to Keep an intelligently
observant eve on them. Their
Cammunist system, of course,

|18 100 bunglesome and TOP- | B

HEAVY to worry us much.
But, in time, they might have |
the simple common asense to
revolt and overthrow it and
adopt the free enterprise way
of life

If they should .

Well, in that event, keep
i eye on them

YOR OLD BRITAIN.

league with Claudia the Ro-
- man or Mad.
ame Pompa-
dour or even
o Lola Montez,
but she, too,
has affected
Y the political
command
over millions
of people and,
like Claudia,
she will have

Sevareid
her page in history because of

a parliamentary convulsion,
even though the accusatory
orations of Harold Wilson in
the fogs of Westminster are
not likely to stand with those
of Cleero In the hot sun of the
Roman Senate. Mark down a

She's getting her lumps,
As if she didn't have|
troubles enough :lrud_\r.i

| met loss for posterity,
- - -

For the present, all manner

British Scandal Has

among the teen-agers and the
social upper classes, Is in
violent contrast to the middle
class stereotype of & puritan-
ical ethos. There is no doubt
that, as so much English lit-
ecralure attests, the British
| were a dancing, singing, hard.
drinking, lusty peaple until
the industrial revolution
simultaneously produced a
middle class, the necessity to
| keep the working class sober

and punctual, and the smug|

and forbidding visage of Vie-
foria as the public symbol of
| the new puritanism,

- - -

There is no doubt that the
| supposedly direct relationship
between poverly and crime
and vice Is very much to be
doubled, Marx, alas, preceded
Freud, and only recently have
| British socialists frankly
faced the fact, so painful to
their doctrines which reflect.

Princes Charlie, the l4-year-|of thinkers are trying to find | ed little knowledge of human

old heir to the British throne, |
foves a possible CANING be- |
cause he nipped a cherry|
brandy in a Scottish pub

l"l' HAPPENED like this

Guardontoun, the strict and
carrect  English  school that
Princes Charles: attends sent
its private yacht, the Pinta, |
on # short erulse that includs
ed the Outer Hebrides Islands,
which are Scoltish,

The Pinta stopped st the
island town of Stornoway and
the Prince atd three com

schoal bodyguard, to have

“socinl significance™ in this
current example of the sexual
ingredient in high politics,

and one joing the effort with

trepidation, But what recurs
is a remark made to me by a
well known English writer at
a London dinner party not
long ago - “My {riend, you'll
discover one day that right
under the surface, this is a
nation of sex maniacs.'
Beneath this remark, over-

nature, that affluence and full
employment have brought
more, not less, erime and pros-
titution. One suspects that the
feason is simple enough
There 1s more easy money
around for the having.
Thers s no doubt that a
large segment of the British
upper class, like a large seg-
ment of Hollywood, has long
considered itself exempt from
the accepied rules of personal

siated for effect, lies a consid: | conduct. Indeed, the public in

erable cargo of meaning
There is no doubt that what

since the 'war,

both countries has encouraged
this, as if most morality-bound

panions went ashore, with the | has been going on in London | people in their routine lives

Roots in Change

jever vicarlous, for their un-|say and think no longer afe
| conscious longings to bust|fects the whole world; they
‘loose, In New York, lhou-!nre no longer an exampie for
sands seck tickets for “Cleo- | everyone, Bereft of a great
patra,” chiefly motivated by | role, the severe standards res
| Miss Taylor's uninhibited sex | quired of greatness must
life; in London, the popular| wither; the best men of a gens
press virtually makes its liv- | eration must relate their lives
ing on s¢x and is now engaged | to  something bigger than
in wholesale pandering with | themselves if they are to be
| the Profumo case, whatever big; where the puddle grows
its plously hypocritical editor- | small, the frogs, with [ew ¢xe

ials may say.
. .

Whal gives this case iis
culting edge, of course, is the
socurity aspect — a Minister
of War has shared a call-girl
with a Soviet officer-spy -
and it is here that 1 would,
somewhat hesitantly, add an-
other interpretation to the
many already offered. It
scems to me that the social

and psychological effects of a|
sudden loss of national power |

in the world are akin to those
of defeat in war

I would not equate London
today with the cesspool that
was Berlin in the early
twenties, but in Britain, even
in the realm of government,
certain stays and fastenings
have surely come loase, Neu-
rotic resentment against
America Is part of this insta-
bility in a people ance (amous
for their steadiness. [ think
there is also a general slack.
ening of efficiency and per.
sonal dedication in British
government,

Thiz was probably inevit.
able for the simiple reason

especially | need an escape hatch, how-|that what British leaders do, |

| ceptions, will shrink in size.

This is the core of the
malaise in the British “estabe
lishment,” whose very reason
for existing is vanishing. A
Wellington, whose c¢lass as
well as whose fame was
secure, could say, “Publish
and be damned” to a blacks
mailing ex-mistress. No Brite
ish leader today could do that,

. s

Even twenty years ago A
Profumo case would not have
happened — not this way.
The man would have been ine
stantly out, or the case suce
cessfully smothered and the
damage repaired in private;
too much would have been at
stake. There would never
have been this bumbling and
fumbling, with events getting
entirely out of hand. The
wrong mistresses in the wrong
place have shaken the gove
ernments of various comies
opera Ruritanias. If this is
something new lor Britain it
is because this 2 a new

Britain
(Distributed 1963, by
The Hall Syndicate, Inc.)
(All Rights Reserved)




