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Jackson county's growing
population, coupled with the
desire of more and more city
dwellers to move out into the
country, is posing something
of a headache for local health
officials.

Counltry homes require pri-
vate sewage disposal systems,
and loo many people who
build rural homes think of
the view, house location,
where to put the guruge and
swimming pool and the well
before they get around to cons
sidering the sepiic system.

“Yiew properly Is not al-
ways conducive to good sew-
age disposal” noled Orie
Moore, senlor sanitarian with
the Jackson county health de-
partment. “And most people
moving inlo rural areas Have
lived on communily sewers
and know very little about
the operation and care of a
private sewage disporal sys-
em.”

Poor disposal conditions
can hreed a real heallh haz-
ard, according o Dr. A. Erin
Merkel, county health officer,
As the population grows,
wastes increase, and thoy
have to go somewhere, he ox.
plained. If they are not ef-
fectively deposited in the
earth, they will come to the
surface, go into a roadside
ditch or fill up a ghallow wa-
ter lable and pose a wiler |
pollution threat.

“Many of the greal opl-
demics of the past have been
traced lo contaminated water
supplies ~ typhoid epidemics

and other diseases caused by
intestinal tract bacleria,” Dr,
Merkel continued,

“One of the present health
problems (g infectious hepa-
titis, which is becoming more
and more prevalent. And
health authorities feel that
no doubt [ts largest source s
sewage contaminated water
and lood supplies.”
Contaminate Garden

Sewage can even contami-
nate a vogetable garden, espe-
cially if shallow well {rrigation
waler ig used. Another aspect
of the problem is the situstion
posed by sewage coming to
the surface of the ground or
collecting in rosdside diiches.
Children may pla, In It and
pick up diseases, or pets may
play in it and transmit dis-
cases Lo their owners.

Most rural homes in Jack-
son county are served by sys
tems composed of a septie
tank Bmnd underground ltile
field. Contrary to the Impres-
sion given by " . word “tank,”
the sewage does not remain
in the septic tank.

The tank merely removes
flonting and seitleable solids
from the liquid sewage. This
liguid, termed “effluent" by
health authorities, s dis-
churged into an underground
system of drain lile, called a
leaching system, from which
it seeps inlo the purrounding
soil.

Therefore, in most cases, a
| keptic system still discharges
[raw sewage into the soll
around the house from which
it came. This sewage may or
may not be absorbed by the
soll.
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INSBPECTING SYBTEM—Ori
lor sanitarian with the Ja

"“The best soil for a seplic
system," according to sani-
{arian Moore, “ls ane where
the effluent gently seeps

through - not gravel where
It goes through too quickly,

Development of Land South
Of McAndrews Rd. Discussed

Possibledevelopment of
land south of McAndrews rd.
between Bear creek and Inter-
male 5 as a Medford park was
discussed last week at the
Medford parks and recreation

through the area that would
connecl with a proposed one
along Bear creek. He recom.
mended that the entire area be
covered with turf,

It was explained that the
Crater Lions club has shown

manent," the Californian sald.
“Now is the time to acquire
these lands, even if they can't
be developed immediately,”
he continued. “Much of the
land is privately owned and it
won't always be this way.”"

health department, looks over a privale
spetic system being installed at a rural ares
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& Moore, sen-
ckson county

or clay where it seeps slowly
or not at all."

Purification of the effluent
is accomplished by soll bae.
teria, which normally are
found only in the first three
feet of soil below the surface
of the ground. And so, if the
elfluent seeps through too
quickly, the soil bacteria do
not have sufficient time o do
their work. If it seeps too
slowly or not at all, it doesn't
reach enough of the soil bac-
teria in order to be purified.
Unfortunately, much of the
ground in the Rogue Valley
s not well suited for good
sewage disposal. “The good
ground for drainage systems
Is about gone and bullders are
now moving out into marginal

home. The septic tank may be seen partl-
ally covered by earth near the center of
the picture., The smaller container in the
foreground iz the distribution box.

““The time may come when s
metropolitan se w e r system
will be the only answer."

The main problem with val-
ley soil is that a high percent.
age of it contains so much
clay that waler is absorbed
too slowly. In other parts of
Lthe wvalley there are only a
few inches of good topsoil on
top of sandstone or hardpan,
whereas good soil to a depth
of at least 30 inches is recom-
mended for suitable purifica.
tion of the effluent.

Still other parts of the val-
ley floor have a tight clay
strata or rock formation lo-
cated near the surface which
creates a high water table

A percolation test will re-
veal all of these factors, Moare

also reveal the amount of

100 feet. The septic syi'ltrn A dwelling served by piped | an area where Lhe soil is poor

| Growing Population Poses Headache for Health Authorities

drainfield required in the par-| also should be 10 feet from | . water from a municipal sys | for septic drainage.

ticular soil involved.

In a percolation lest, holes
are drilled in the earth to de-
termine the rate at which wa-
ter will seep into the ground.
The holes usually are drilled
to a depth of 30 inches to de-
termine if there are any high
waler tables or hardpan for-
mations that close to the sur-
face. 1f a high water table or
impervious formation is
found, the ground is consid-
ered not suitable for a good
seplic system.

Not Considered Suilable

And soil which will not ae-
cept water at the rate of bet-
ter than 1 inch per hour also
is not considered suitable.

The minimum area required
for a drainfield is determined
by the number of minutes it
takes for the soil to absorb an
inch of water. For example, if
the percolation rate is five
minutes per inch, the number
of square feet in the drain.
field required per bedroom,
according lo Oregon stand-
ards, is 110 square feel. (FHA
standards call for 125), If the
percolation rate is 30 minules,
the Oregon standard calls for
210 square feet, FHA for 250.
And If the persolation rale is
a full hour, the Oregon min-
imum is 250 square feet, FHA
300.

The number of bedrooms
in the house also has a bear-
ing on the size the sepllc tank
ghould be. For instance, a
one bedroom house is consid-
ered to require a tank capable
of holding at least 500 gal-
lons, a two-bedroom, 750 gal-
lons; a three-bed ocom. 900
gallons, and a four-bedroom
house, 1,000 gallons.

Will Start Overflowing

If the tank is too small,
Moore gaid, solids won’L stay
in it properly and will start
overflowing into the drain-
field.

To guard against contam-
ination of water supplies, it
is recommended that no septic
system be within 50 feet of
a well, Actually a distance
of 100 feet is recommended,

any property line and 10 fctt tem or district can get by| The health dcplﬂmeﬂt can
from the foundation of the|with a third of an acre of|tell someone it won't approva
house. ||ro|.md the sanitarian added.| his plans for loan purposes,

Therefore, a house which| One of the biggest head-| Moore explained, and it has
gets its water supply from a|aches facing the health de-|authorily over subdivisions
well should have a minimum | partment is that it has no | through the planning commis.
of half an acre of land around | legal authority at present to | sion, but otherwise it can only
it for proper sewage disposal. | tell someone he can't build in ' recommend, not direct,
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TIME!
% Mulches! J Conserves Water!

For flowers, shrubs, lawns, gardens

300 Cu. Ft.—*18% 1 cv. van
200 Cu. Ff-—$'4°° (7% Cu. Yds)

U-Haul at $1.35 per Yard
Phone 772-8086

(3.7 Cu. Yds)

COMPANY

Explains Ticket Plan

In other business Parks and
Recreation Director Robert
Haworth explained that fam-
{1y ticket sales during the first
two weeks for the swimming
poola are 5 per cent above last
seagson. He said that the tolal
har already passed last sea-
son's tolal,

Haworth reporied that the
diving pool construction at ; :
Jackson park is on schedule
and plans are {o have {t open
to the public by July 15. The
decks were poured last week,
he explained, and fencing and
plastering Is all that remains
to be done.

A dedication program prior
fo the opening of the diving
pool will be coordinated be-
tween the parks and recrea- |
tion department and Craler

Lions club, who contributed |
part of the money, |
Invilation Extended

Jackson County Parka md

Rel reation thil’l“lll Lﬂll

rance V. Espey extended an |
Invitation to the group to ai-
tend the dedication ceremo-
nies June 280 at Howard
Prairie lake. ! |

Haworth announced that
the Medford Junlor Chlmbrrl
of Commerce i sponsoring a |
series of weekly dances at the
Medford High school tennis
courts. The dances, which
started Friday, will be i'rnm"
T7:30 to 11:30 pomy. with music |
furnished by high school band
members, Proceeds {rom the
dances, to cost 850 cenls per
person, will go to the blnd|
fund.

Haworth explained that the |
hours of the dance had been
approved by the Medford po-|
lice depariment since it was 30|
minutes aftey the 11 p.m, cur
few. It was explained that in |
addition to members of the|
Jaycees, recreation depart.
ment leaders also will be on
hand
Neo Preparations Used

It was stressed that no|
preparations will be used on
the courts for dancing

Dr. Robert DeLorme presid.
ed atl the commission meeting
in the absence of James Sulli- |
van, president, Attending the |
meeling were Miss June|
Wheaton, Tod Tibbutt, and |
Ron Reverman. Due to the
small atitendance, a report
from the park name commits
tee was posiponed until next
month.

Commissioner members ab-
sent were Dr. James Bayliss,
| John North, Jerry Gastineau
| and John Kent

Asa Hanamolo, San Fran- ground areas,” Moore said.| noled, and such a test willland the FHA requirement is
elsco, of Royston, Hanamolo,
Mayes and Beck, showed com-
mision members a  rough
drawing of possible uses for
the area, It was expliined | {he v
that the property to the south 2: ;1.1:-,':' ‘;B‘l}:lﬂ:;?lm s ;:
and north of McAndrown “d commended the residents for
in that area is owned by the| recognizing the great asset
state highway department, they have with Bear creek

Plans for the areo south of | and encouraged fultire devel.
McAndrews rd. call for pienic | opment of an Integrated trail
areas with a space arranged | sysiem thal would encircle the

v for basebull, but not for|ecity.

F league play, “The fact thal you have a

Hanamoto suggested a con-| lot of this natural beauty,
tlhuation of & bridle path'dulls one to thinking it {s per-

Interest in developing part of
this area.

In concluding his report,
Hlmmulo commented on the
response he had received in

The Y.M.C.A, Summer Camp is located on the
southwest corner of basutitul Diamend Lake

. on idesl place for ywimming, bosting, sail-
Ing, canceing and all kinds of sutdoor games.

e

egister NOW

for the YMCA

iamond Lake
Summer Camp

STARTING JULY 14

| FROM THE HEART OF
: HISTORIC
VERMONT...

Y ushman
colonial

FOR EVERY ROOM
IN YOUR HOME

Tha Main Lodge ot the Y.M.CA,
Diamond Lake Camp in tully equip-
ped to handle 100 eager youngsters,
14 tent and cabin unite, with bunk:
and  mattrenses for aach bey, one
centrally located warh house with
shawer facilities. Cralt shop, hospital,
and fully equipped waterfrent,

Phone YMCA - 772-6295

For Complete Information

There are il ep-
portunitian apan
younger bays
and girls to enjoy
the Y.M.C.A. Day
Camp on the Ap-
plegate River . . .
Phena  for details
—but you'd better
de It NOW!
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FIESTA
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i P ICE CREAM
; uShmdn COZOmGI On Kansas Honor Roll
P s e o, | s ttors wsn

Hand-in-hand with everything that means FUN is Jorgensen's luscious
FIESTA ICE CREAM, fortified with nutritious NUTRIMIX. And summertime
is especially RIGHT for this palate-pleasing treal. Of course, ice cream’s

George M. Wilson Jr., earned
places on the spring semester
honor roll of the college of
liberal arts and sciences at

At the

Colonial House o PIRR, TASTIGR fn e o b i et :
. v 4 . |dents  who earned J‘._ / £
S R U S e For Fine Dairy Products Ask for “Jorgensens”

Open Saturday Till 5—Friday Nite Till 9 average of at least 2.26 on a

scale of 3 for A and 2 for B




