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Decision Draws
Crificism From
Some Lawmakers

Washinglon - (90 - Any ef-
foris in Congress lo override
the Supreme Court ban on re-
ligious exercises in public
schools appeared doomed to-
day despite sharp criticlam of
theé ruling by somc lawmak-
ers \

Congress and the state
legislatures could overrule the
high eourt by enacting a con-
stitutional amendment, bul
no one really expects they
will do so.

The Supreme Courl, in a
long-awalted decision, ruled
to 1 Monday that use of the
Lord's Prayer or Bible read-
ing in public schools for de-
votionul purposes yiolated the
First Amendment to the Con-
stitution, which prohibits gov-
ernments! “estublishment of
religlon.*

Justiee Tom C. Clark wrote
in the majority opinion that
the government must main-
taln  strict  “neutrality” be
tween man and the worship
of God. He held that laws in
Maryland and Pennsylvania,
which were challenged by
parents of school chlldren,
violated the neutrality doc-
trine.

Justice Poller Stewart dis-
sentedd, ns he did last year
when thé court ruled uncon-
stiiutionnl a state - written
prayer in New York schools.
Stowart accused the majority
in Monday's decision of tram-
pling on the constitutional
guarantee that there shall be
no governmental prohibition
on the free exercise of re-
liglan,

The new courl declslon
brought angry reaction from
some members of Congress
and Immediate moves to try
to overturn i, Several such
smendments  were  offered
1ast year after the New York
prayer ruling, but nothing
came of them.

If last year's reactlon I a
guide, it seems llkely that
members of the House and

gress

MAIL STUDIED Mr. and Mrs, Edward L. Schempp,
Abington, Pa., with the help of thelr children, Donna,
17, and Roger, 20, go through some of the more than 500
letters they received in the pasi five years. The couple's

Door Seen Open fo

Editor's note—What s the
signiticance of the Supreme
Courl's decision that religious | of elvilization.

exercises in public schools are| "IL certninly may be sald
unconstitutional? Here is an|that the Bible is worthy of
anaysis by the UPIL rellgion | study for its literary and his
ediior. torie qualitics,

tory of religlon and its rela-
tionship to the advancement

Senate will fume publicly
nbout the declsion for several
weeks, Introduce proposed
constitutional amendments
und then forget about it.

To overturn the Supreme
Court ruling, the First
Amendment would have ta be

revised, This would require

twosthirds approval of both
the House and Senate and
then ratification by three
fourths, or 38, of the 30
statey,

In addition, rewriting the
First Amendment — which
provides for basle freedoms of
#peech, press, peaceful as.
sembly and petition as well as
religion, could be n most dif
fleult task, Even If a serious
effort were made to overrule
the court's decision, this prob.
lem could derall it

Church leaders wers split
In their reaction to the rul
ing. Several hailed it as a step
that might ' encourage more
meaningful religious practice
by Individuals both at home
and in their ohurches. But oth.
ers criticized the decision,

The Rev, Silag G, Kessler,
moderator, and the Rev. Eu-
gene Carson Blake, stated
clerk, of the Presbyterian
chureh, sald In a joint state
ment thit “'responsible Amers
feans will abjde by ity decl-
fion in good grace"

But  Bighop « Fred Plerce
Caorson, president of the Waorld
Mothodist  Coungll, sald in
Philadelphia that the ruling
would “penalize the religious
people who are very deflinitely
in the majority in the United
States,”

In Congress Sen. George D,
Alken (RVL) questioned
whetlier the opening of the
Senate und House sessions

- I “Nothing we have sald here
By LOUIS CABBELS indicates thit sueh study of
Washinglon-1UFl - In ban: | the Bible or of religlon, when
ning devotionai exervises in | presented objectivoly as part)
publle schools, the Supreme!of a secular program of edu.|
Court went oul of ils way Lo '|
encourage objective study of | consistent  with
religlon ns o regular part of | Amendment.”
he schaol gurriculum, The court's strong plug for

the

tobk a stand very similar to | JElon was warmly welcomed
that adopted carlier

Monday's 8 to 1 ruling was
unequivocal In saying that |
publie gehools may not contin:
ue the widespread practice nti
opening each school day with
a religlous exercise which s
unlly includes the recltation

ey
of

New York

showed

Stocks

signs improving

callon, may not be effected | some regular school subjects
First| requives the yse of the Bible

Raonal counct o choven| StoCks Show Im provem

On Moderatel

But the majority -
wrilten by Justice Tom ¢  WEST BERLIN MOB HALTE

Clark, went on to speak of Berlin-1rM-A mob of Wesl
the “exalied” place which re- |10 the Communist border wa
Hglon ocouples in Amecicun | they were doused by Westerr
soclety. And I departed from | & light rain. The marchers
the specific legal tssues before | 100,000 West Berliners who
It and offered schools and | 1o mark the 10th anniversary
students these words of ad v
vien:

"It might well be sild that
one's education s nol com- | the Prolumo scandal. was in

opinion,

with & prayer would be legal

plete without & study of comi- I Monday night. it was reported
parative religlon or the his no one was injured.

CHRISTINE KEELER IN AUTO ACCIDENT
London~ITI-Christine Keeler, the party girl involved in

lognl netion startéd in a Philadelphia federal court
agninst compulsory Bible reafling in  public sehools
resulted in Monday's Supreme Court decision to ban such
activity, (UPD)

r Objective Study

Of Religion in Schools of Nation

by # number of religious lead- | vital part played by religion
ers. ] in the shaping of our history
J. Irwin Miller, president of

the National Counceil and culture, and: of. s, coll:
Churehies, noted that the coun.| ! @ P 0 rary expressions,” It
cil's policy - moking general | suggested  that  information
board, meeting in New York | about religion be taught in
on June 7, adopted a pro-|schools as s essentinl part
nouncement opposing 'devo-| In eourses in social studies, 1it-
Honul usge of the Bible" in|ersture and the arts.

public schools, but asserting) ‘The RL. Rev. Willlam F.
that “the full treatment of| Creighton, Episcopal bishop of
Washington, said the court de-
cislon “clearly opens the door

Not Expected To Override School Prayer Decision

United Press Infernational

America’s clergy and Sny-r
men differed today in their re-
action to the Supreme Court|
ruling banning compulsory |
reading and recitation of the|
Lord's Prayer in schoaols.

Protestants and Jewls h'
lenders were divided, while |
Roman Catholics ;cncrallyi
urged support of the ruling

In Los Angeles, an attorney
for the American Civil Lib-
erties Union said he would file |
sult lo challenge the phrase |
“under God' in the Pledge of |
Allegiance as a violation of|
the First Amendment,

The National Council of
Churches said t he decision
wans a “reminder . that
teaching religion is the re-
sponsibility of the home and
the community of faith|
(church or synagogue) rather |

Theological Seminary In New | beginning of a new movement
York, sald, “I number myself | by both the Protestanis and |
among those who believe that [ the Catholies for parochial |
| it is desirable within the dle- | education simply to protect|

American Clergy, Laymen Differ
In Reaction To Prayer Decision

ola university in Chicago, said | fluence of religion felt within
“reading of the Bible, recita- | the schools of our nation.
tion of prayers and the con-| The American Jewish com- |
duct of religious exercises in | mittee said the decision repre-
public schools infringes on the | sented “a reaffirmation of the
free excrcise of religion on|historic American principle of
the part of dissenting par- separstion of church and
enis" | state.”

The president of the Cen.| Criticizes Decision
tral Conference of American The president of the World
Rabbis, Albert G, Minda, Min- | Methodist Council, Bishop
néapolis, Minn,, said, “We are | Fred Pierce Corson, said in
gratified to learn of the de- | Philadelphin the ruling will
clsions . , , We believe they | “penalize the religious people
will strengthen the voluntary | who are very definitely in
religious life in America” | the majority in the US."

A Jewish theologian, Rabbi Bishop Corson predicled
Seymour Siegel ol Jewish|the decision would be “the

tates of the Constitution to|their ehildren from a growing |
find some way Lo make the in- ' secularism which now seems |

than public schools., Neither
the church nor state should
use the public school or com-
pel acceptance of any creed
or conformity to any specilic
religious practice.”

Others Ditfer

A Methodist layman f{rom
Onida, §.D., differed.

“Those of us who believe
that prayers and Bible read-
ing in school are worthwhile
have never suggested that
these things should take the
place of church and home
training,” Curtis Johnson, a
road contractor, said,

“The real issue is nol a mat-
ter of separatlon of church
and state, IL is the grievous
mistake the Supreme Court
believes religion should be
channeled Into certain areps
of life only,” Johnson said)
“This is & tragie error.” &+

Evangelist Billy Grahamj
crusading in West Germany,
said he was “shocked™ at the
Supreme, Cougt devision.

“Prayers and Bible reading
have been a part of American
publle schoal life since the
Pilgrims landed at Plymouth
Rock," Graham said. “Now a
Supreme Court in 1983 says
our fathers were all wrong
all these years. In my opinion,
it is the Supreme Courl thal
is wrong."

Defends Ruling

A Roman Catholic educalor,

the Rev, Willlam J, Kenealy,

| B4 b source book." for an Incrensed emphasis
| The councjl statément said|{ upon oup religious  heritage

The courl mafority thus objective tenching aboul re<| that “'no porson g truly edu: | as o regular part of the public

coted who is not aware of the | school eurriculum.”
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Southland Soaked
By Heavy Showers

United Fress International
L y showers souked the
= nd today and sumn

1r shed northward Into

1Ty

vavies! rainfall during
! wourred n i

More than

"

two

Tex., Naval Alr Station
Earliey mure  thin fout
hes Wit Latedo, Tex., and

Morgan City, La., ran its 24

wour total to seven inches

S, professor of law al Loy-

Portland Church
Leaders Express
'Mixed Reaction

Portland -iff- Church lead- |
ers here expressed mixed re

actions today to the U.S. Su-|
preme Court decision forbid- |
ding states from requiring |
Bible reading and rccltannn\
|of the Lord's Prayer In public
schools. |

The Rev. J. Lester Harnish
of the First Baptist Church
sald the state could not ]
quire anyone lo exercise :it\}'i
religious function. |

"“This does nol mean that|
prayer cannot be offered in
schools by those who wish to|
voluntarily participate,” he
sald, explaining the key word |
in the decision was “require.” |

Methodist Bishop A, Ray-|
muond Grint and officials of
the Greater Portland Council
of Churches also released
lstatements supporting the
opinion
Dissenting Opinions

Two dissenting opinions
came from Rev. Mactin Thiel
en, director of educuiion for
the Roman Catholic archdi-
ocese of Portland and the Rov.
George Macris of the Holy
Trinity Greek Orthodox
Church

The Rev. Mr. Theilen said
the decision is in line with a |
trend lo promole complete
secularization of American
public lite

Such a concept is to our

e

mind completely at variance
with the thinking of our
{ lounding [athers™ he said
In Salem, James Turnbull
dvpuly  state superintendent
ol public Instruction, said he
doubted if the decision will
have any effect in Oregon

He zald he knew of no gehools
which require Bible reading

INSURANCE BILL PASSED

Washington-1r-The House
passed and sent to the Senate
Monday a bill which would
extend for another two yvears
tiberal home {inancing
gage insurance now availabie
to | o wand-moderate-income

les

) ' 1 A
DP SMOKING

AL last! A pleamant, refreshing way
to beip hreak smoking habit Great

mort
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to huve Invaded the courts™

In Indimnapolis, Ind,, Cath-
olic, Protestant and Jewish
religious leaders issued a joint
statement urging support of
the court’s deelsion

Dr. Robert A. Cook, presis
dent of the National Assoeis

|ation of Ewvangelicals, dis
agreed strongly with the
ruling

“The Supreme Court ruling
against prayer and Bible .

ing as devolional exercises in
the schpols marks a sad des
parture from this nation's
heritage under God," he said.

For Fast,
Etficient Service—

Francisco, Les Angeles
and Other Calitornia
Points
Call
Jack Fir:;euli
773-71761
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Would you be as casual when you p

Perhups you already have—without knowing it

When you buy insurance direct from an in.
surance company, you are, in efiect, gumbling
that you will select cnough of the right kind ol
insutance 1o fully protect yourself against
serigus loss. I your coverage falls short, you
may be wide open to staggering law suits.

To muke sure vou get exactly the right kind
of insurance tailored to your personal or husi-
ness needs...and in the right samount, see an

about new and b

For insurance
ble company
i !.lir])' suil

men of tnlegrity

|

ick insurance?

independent insurince agent or broker. He
keeps your insurance up-to-date—tells you

etter policies heing developed

nnd agsists you if vou have a loss.

protection from a strong, relia-

ane that pavs claims promptly

vour independent agent about

The Atlantic Companies
Men of judgment buy

Ailantic wnaurance;
sell 1,

THE ATLANTIC COMPANIES

ATLANTIC MUTUAL-CENTE
Equitable Building * Portland

Pacifhie Division Offoe: 255 California St San

NNIAL

Frameison

The agents below represant net only The Atiantic Companies, bul also many other well-known Insurance companing.

Because those men are independent. they will provide you with the bes

t professional advice and service

when you buy car, home, or busingss Insurance . . ., and when you have a <laim.

SECURITY INSURANCE AGENCY L

48 Hawtharne Avenue, Medters, Oregon

L] 773-7328

in Medford is...

48 HAWTHO

Your/

! L4 l‘flll".‘

i
/AGENT

'unug raw vt

Your ATLANTIC COMPANY Representative

SECURITY

INSURANCE

ALL FORMS Al Potter, Chris Barker,
INSURANCE Hank Hart, Bill Salade
* “Insurance is Security’

PHONE

173-7325
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