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Sinking of B

(Editer's note: Twenty-
two years ago the greatest
ssa chase of modern naval
history was nearing an end |
in the Atlantic. A solitary
Germanbattleship, the
mightiest the world had
aver seen, was challenging
the supremacy of the British -
Royal Navy. Before the
drama was over, two fa. |
mous ships and 3,000 men
died. and the lifeline of |
Britain had been bemun
the scissors.) l

By JOHN G. WARNER |
United Press International
The dark ship slid down an

eerie hall of ice and fog, dis-
appearing now and agsin in
wandering patches of mist. |
The curl and slap of the frigid
sea on her bows was lost in
the smothering silence of the
Arctic, She was His Majesty's | 5
Cruiser Suffolk, patrolling the |
Denmark Strait on the bleak |
evening of May 23, 1041,

1t was & bleak evening eve. |
rywlhiere for beleagured Brit
ain, The elite of the Wehr-
macht was winning Crete; an- |
other Dunkirk appeared im-
minent. The Luftwafle was
hurling its last great onslaught
at London, and the battle of
the Atlantic was at its peak.

Depth charges were stacked
on the stern of HMS Suffolk
ag ghe raced through the Are.
tic twilight, but she was not
looking for submarines,

The crulser hugged close to
a wall of fog as she ran the
southward leg of her patrol.
Behind the fog were the mine-
fields off Iceland. On the oth.
er side, dimly visible through
flurries of snow, lay the great
icepack, and beyond that, the
mountains of Greenland,

All Eyes North

On the bridge, the eyes of |
the watch strained astern, (o
the north.

It was Newell, the starboard
after lookout, who cried:
“'Ship bearing green, 140 de-
grees!"

Pounding down from the
north, nearly nine miles away
and barely visible through
snow and mist, was the nnghl)
German battleship Bismarck,
sprinting for the Atlantic lo
prey upon lhe convoys that
kept Britain alive.

The Bismarck was the|
world’'s most powerful vessel.
She displaced 56,000 tons |
fully equipped and oiled; she |
could steam B,000 miles be-
fore refueling and her ecight
15-inch guns, equipped with

radar range - finders, could
sirike an enemy 18 miles
AWRY.

She was to venturc alone,
but for the ecrulser Prinz
Fugen, into the ocean that
British ships had ruled for
centuries.

On the 20th of May, Bis-
mark and her consort steam-
ed through the Kattegal for
Bergen, Norway, under Vice
Adm, Gunther Lutjens,

Her passage did notl escape
Brimh agouta B\.- the n-xt'

were dead In its wake
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