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Rocket's Birthplace Described as Disorderly

By ALVIN B, WEBB Ir.

~Inside a yawning hangar,

This Is the \Lirrh.l]] Space |

y scheme of lunar things is un-|for man to gel

United Press International |Dbits and pleces of metal In| Flight center (MSFC)-the cha-| derscored by the fact that fis|out dying."

Huntsville, Ala. - P
The bitth pluce of the rnckﬂ.
that will hurl U. S. astron-
auts to the moon resembles a
combinution of used sets from
the movie “Cleopatra" and a
year's supply of untidy bese-|

u stand on n low hill}
i the entire disor-
and you find |L|
dilflcull to Imagine a more
unitkely starting place for the
most daring and exciting ad- |
venture ever underlaken by|
man:

derly stene

nearly every
shape lay helter-skelter on the
floor. Lacking f{loor space|
they hang from the ceiling or
protrude from the walls

—Out in a shallow wvalley,
four massive concrete pillars
jut from the red clay ground
like left-overs from some
Pharoah's pyramid project.

-0n the side of a grassy
hill, an odd-looking contrap-
tion intermittently bellows in
a loud, low moan akin to the
sound of an aging cow that|

| hasn't been milked In & week. Jru!e in the multi-billion-dollar | MEF{'s job — “to find a way rallcd simply Satlurn-5 - the| modesty.

concelvable| o0 oradle for the fantastic|chief is

machine that Is supposed to
sehd three-man teams of as-
tronauts to the moon in 1968.

The space center is nestled
in the rolling hills of green
grass and red elay outside

Huntsville, al the wp of the
“space crescent’ that runs
from Houston, Tex.. where
astronauls are trained, to the

firing pads of Cape Canaver-|
al, Fla., where they will blast |

off for the moon.
The importance of MSFC's

Dr. Wernher von
Braun, the famed ex-German
scientist who, protably more
than any man alive, s respon-
sible for making America
space-conscious.

Von Braun spearheads the|
bustling center’s drive toward

lel your imugi
pant for a m

a single gonl - lo develop “a|0f distilling t
very fine and potent space|from all tho
transporiation system' that squeczing it |
will be suitable for a decade |metallic cylir

of U. 8. exploration.
Someone else here had a|base

more flowery description nl.’ The resullt

ualize a siring of horses 200,-
000 miles long,

Distill Horsepower
Now consider the problem

high and 33 feet across the

to heaven with-| mighty "space wheels" that,

will propel threeeman U. S,

The immensity of the |a,k.'leums to the moon.
can be envisioned if you will |

| And suddenly, the live
nation run rams |

inute, and vis-| seom terribly short,

Amoeng some high officials
who seem almost pathologice
ally conscious of their posi-
tions in the U, S. space busi-
ness, the luxurious office has
come to be & sorl of status
symbol, The loftier the posi-
tion, the more ornate the 50
called “working guarters.”

The office of Wernher von |
Braun is impressive in

he horsepower
2 horses and
nio a stack of |
wders 350  fee}

is the rocket

| years between now und lhun|

its| as
1t is & key to the|come with landscaping),

philogophy of operating the
| 1.600 = acre Marshall Space
Flight center, from the top
man down through the
wrench-wielding ranks:

| All Hard Work

Forgel the frills. Only hard
{ work will buy success.

In this respect, the some-|
what austere set-up of the|
Marshall Space Flight cenler |
differs from some other fed-
eril space agency installations
suech as Houston (where plush
uI[I(t‘s- abound) and Cape Can-
averial (where buildings such
Mercury control cenler

But one doesn’ k argue with
success. Von Braun Kknows
what success is and, more im-
portantly, he knows how to
get it, History is his witness,

The powerfully-buill rocket
wizard and his small team of

| expatriste German scientists

and techniclans first stunned
the world in the latter part of
| World War 1I when they built
and perfected the tervifying
V-2 rocket In the dying gasps
of Adolf Hitler's third relch

At the war'zs end, they
moved o White Sands, N.M.,
for peaceful V-2 shols that

produced knowledge import-

Scene

anl lo space rescarch even
to today. Then, in the 10805
they moved lo Huntsville as
the core of America’s fore-
most rocket team - first une
der the U, S, army, then uns
der the Nationa] Aeronautics
and Space sdministration,
Germins on Job

From here, the lalented Ger-
mins generated the power far
America's thrust into the
space age:

~They designed and built
the nation's first ballistic mis
slle, the Redstone & rocket
50 relinble it was entrusied
with the job of sending the

first US, astronaut, Alan B.
Shepard Jr., on a sub-orbital
flight on May 5, 1861.

-From the Redstone, they
built up a more powerful
rockel called Jupiter-C and
uged It lo launch Ametica's
first satellite, Explorer-1, into
orbit Jan. 31, 1958.

-They paced the Marshall
center's design and develop-
ment of the mighty Salurn-1,
this nation’y first ‘“super-
booster'-a rocket Von Braun
himself believes is lwice as
powerful as any Russlan
rocket,

On & long wooden lable at
the rear ol von Braun's office
stand models of these and
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Kennedy made the landing of
men on the moon & national
goal for this decade, The ma-
chinery for the monumeninl
\ask 1s belng forged within a
metallic cave at the Marshall
Space Flight center,
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Piling In, rolling In, flying
in from all paris of the coun-
try, the “hardware," Inceed, is
getting to be a massive siack.
The Marshall center's task is
to make a Saturn-5 rocket
from It
Iis scientists and technicl
ans have about 1,000 days to
do it The first Saturn-5 must
make Ils suborbital ballistic
flight from Cape Canaveral
early In 1066, if a manned
lunar landing ls to meel the
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last four Saturn-1 boosters al
ready are belng assembled,
and alter that production will
ghilt to the Chrysler Corp.
plant at Michoud, La.
Saturn-l generates 1.5 mils
Hon pounds of thrust. The®
Saturns will turn out 7.5 mil-
llon pounds of thrust — a fives
fold Increase.

TaNDfDﬁﬂ

GASTII.E SOAP

$1.43 VALUE SUTTON
Plus Free

nEonORA"T 43¢ Size — Tax Incl.ccovnecnone,

REG, 25¢ HOLLYwWOCD

Bon PI“S RubBor TIpPed orooesrosre e 2 fe 250

REG. 29¢ ST. JOSEPH
1-lb. Pkg. — Each lzc

EPSOM SALT

TOMATOES

California Field Ripened
“First of the Season”

i1

BERMUDA

ONIONS Adds Zest to Any Meal e

DELICIOUS JUICY

ORANGES

GARDEN FRESH

BUNCH TURNIPS

GREEN

PEPPERS Just right for stuffing

SUNSWEET BREAKFAST

13-1B.

v oo

25
99
19
29
39

"o

O™

Ib.

PKG.

15¢ WILLIAM'S MUG

SHAVING SOAP .

ii“o’ii’e“renmm

REG. LADIES
Size

larﬁelea Shorts =

REG. $1.29 HEP HOUSE B GARDEN

Insect Bomb

REG. 98c MEAL OR PELLETS

Snarol

$1.29

1%

cereee TAX InC. 990

REG, $5.98 4.PLA

REG. 79¢ BOYS—100%

T Shirts <~

Badminton Se

$21.95 4.QT. ELECTRI

loe Cr'm Freezer $15.99 Charcoal Lighter ...

Sm., Med,, Lg.

REG. $1.98 PLASTIC COVERED

PIE PORTER v voncormr oo

BEVERAGE TUMBLERS .

REG. $15.95 HIRSCH-WE

Stael
Poles

$3.88 Sleeping Bag .

32T
CILLO-RAY

$9.97

IS 5.

REG. 98¢ WIZARD '3 GALLON

REG. 51,98 GALLON SIZE

-3-99¢ Insulated Jug

.88¢
$1.39

BROILET

CHARGOAL
BRIQUETTES

20-Lk. Bag

89’

100% RAYON PILE

DECORATOR
RUG

24 im, x 36 in. Reg 298

35-Lb, Bag .

GOLDEN

31 99| ik

- Reg. $4.79. Guar. Not e

3299

CASHIER WINDOW
SERVICES

FILM DEVELOPING

® YEAR AROUND
LAY-AWAY PLAN

® Frea Gilt Wrapping &
Greeting Cards for all
seeations

® Hunting and Fishing
Licenses

® Checks Cavhed

® Money Orden

® Postage Stamps

® Bottle Return

® Philce TY & Radie
Tubes ot 40% Disesunt

® G-E Floor Polisher &
Waner Rental 772 s Day

R T T

""l-

1@&» -

w&

. CORNER .IACKSONVILLE HIWAY AND LOZIEI LAME

Or put it another way. Sat-
urnel could shoot your fame
ily automoblle to the moon.
Toward The Slars

Salurn-5 could send It clear
out of the solar system to-
wird the stars.

Your car tops & slight hill,
and your eyes lell you that
the spectacular sights of Lhe
space age are nol necessarily
confined to missiles and ma-
chinery and men {lylng Ino
orbils,

There, Jjutling from the
ever-present red clay, stand
four  curved, monolithic
blocks of concrete us awesomae
in their own stalid, silent way
as any rockel that ever blaxed
from Cape Canunveral,

They look like part of a set
from a Biblical movie or
grandlose proportions, In &
wiy, thoy are a stage ~ for (he
first performance of ihe
mighty Saturn-5 rocket

These concrete pillars, an-
chored 40 fect into the ground
and rlsing another 70 feot
above the surfuce, form the
base for & tost stand that will
rise 400 fect into the Ala-
bama sky by mid.1964.

To Roar in ‘84

On this platform, the fives
barreled hooster for the Sate
wrns8 will utter its first thun.
derous sound next year. In
Inte summer of 1064, the roar
of a single one the five 1.6
million-pound thrust engines
will echo across the green hill
sldes.

And hy Octobor of 1864, all
five eng?no- will be fired up
in unlson while the 33-foot.
diameter frame is latehed to

the test stand,




