Training Part of Job

By PEG HUTCHINSON
Mall Tribune Stalf Writer

During the past severdl weeks, Medford palice of-
ficers and officers with neighboring law enforcemont
departments, have been attending classes in various
phases of polite work
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Much hag been written aboul the training programs
of such giants ax the New York ¥ Police department
wliere academies train the new olficers and college
coury are available for studyving toward a degree in
police science

The Medford polive depariment hus 40 officers (in-
cluding twa palicewomen) and six records clerks, It
operates on a budget of slightly more than $330,000.
Need for Training Discussed

The need for an advanced training progrem for the
local department was discussed by Chiel of Police
Charles P. Champlin after he returned from the FBI
Natlonal Academy in 1853,

Now the depeartment has a program of continual
training for officers, which Champlin considers to be
one of the best in the state for o department iis size.
He noted that i also has served as a morale builder
for the department

One of the greatest improvements clled by the chief
went into elfect in 18961, This Is the police training
school for new officers conducted by Oregon state police
al. Camp Whithyeombe, The school is for two wecks
with the tralning under the supervision of & committes
of the Oregon Assochition of City Police Officers.

A member of the commitiee is Medford Police De-
lective Lt, Lyle C, Perking, who s now in Washington,
D. C,. atlending the FBI Nationsl Academy
Two Weeks of Training

The school for new recruits consists of two weeks
of Intensive tralning, and at the present is scheduled
on an "“us needed" basls. Instruclors are from Oregon
state police, FBI, shorlff's and cily police departimentis
and members of other federal agencies and the District
Attorney's mssocintion available upon request.

Champlin siid plans are being discussed with' the
idea of lengthening the school. The city pays $25 per
week per man ot the school for room and board.

The committee which supervises the training is com-
posed of a representative from the Oregon Chief of
Police association, staie police, Oregon State Sheriffs
asgociation, and the special agent in charge of the Pord-
land FBI oflice

Recruils e s weeks of onthejob lraining be-
fore belng sent 'oul alone, Chlamplin stres=ed, He added
that the new men are issucd weinpons only aller they
have passed approve fire ramge lests
Money Is Stumbling Block

Money is generally the stumbling block in setting up
advanced training programs, Champlin continued. Stalls
are generally not sufficient to allow officers to attend
during working hours. Desired classes attended
¢ o few olficers prove (o be oo expensive.

This cost item was overcome with the establishment
af the annual advanced school for officers held in 15
Oregon cities ench spring. 11 is one of many held to im-
prove the quality of the state’s small town police officer.

The advi I sehoal 1 sponsored by the Oregon As-
sociation of Cli Police Officers and the Orecgon State
Sherifls association. Cooperating with them in providing
mstructors und materials are the FBI, Oregon state po-
lice, League of Oregon Cities, and the bureau of mu-
nicipal research and service of the University of Oregon

Durlng the past 10 years, the department has inte-
grated Intb Its training program. classes tought by the
groups alrcady mentioned and the League of Oregon
Cities, American Red Cro Mediord Chamber of Com-
meree, Paclfie Northwest Bell Telephone company,
G48th Ordnance Delachment of the U. S, Army, Med-
ford High school, Medford cily administiration, and
lirger city police departments in Oregon.

Agencies Will Conduct Classes

Most of these agencles will conduet clusses for po
lice departments upon request, Champlin explained,
gamething the local department has made uses of n
building the advince iraining program.
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Parl of the Medford police department's training programy is a major case crime school, held by the federal
bureau of investigation al the request of the local departmenl. The school ends with a moot court, During cross-
examination, errors in Investigation, the Importance of properly ldentifying evidence and accurate note taking by
officers were noted. Two local atlorneys ond a judge volunteered their time for the “trial” which was held in a
Jackson coundy eircuit court to establish the atmopshere of an actual triall  (Knackstedi pholo)

The majority of the closses nre conducted at no
additional vost to the department, the chiefl continued
The department budgets £200 per vear for association
membership fees. The amount is based on populstion.
Travel expenses for olficers altending scliools away
from Medford also are included

When ‘individual officers wish o atlend classos in
the adult edueation program of the high school or take
college extension courses, the department will pay the
tution costs if the course pertains 1o his work and money
is avallable.. Because the size of the department, exch
reguest 18 studicd individually

First ald clagses, hoth standird and advanced, are
tequired of all officers and are taught without cost to
the department upon request. Each officer ls required
to attend a class In public speaking unfler the auspices
of the adult ed on program. Costs: for this class
are pald by the depariment.

Other Courses Are HRoquired .

Other courses required of all officers is telelype
school conducted by the Paclfic Northwest Bell Tele-
phone compa and a defensive driving course, ‘which
includes & writtep test, rosd driving, reaction time and
piarking, The teletype school Is repeated when necded,;
the driving course Is scheduled when new officers are
added to the department

Onee & woek an insservice training scssion Is held
by the supervisor of cach platoon. Diseussed during
the sessiond are current happenings of Importance to
the departmenl and a review of the police traihing
manual and the municipal code. The manual study is
weared so it will be reviewed completely cach year.

In September, 1060, the FBI conducted the first

Three
wvanced police work clus

al law enforcement officers, who were among those who attended the ad.
« sponsored by the Medford department earlier this yeur, ex-

major case crime school for the Medford dgpartiment
The twoeday session, (rom the report of the orime
through a ‘moot court, wis held upon request without
chirge

Previously, the FBl and stile police held a onelay
sehool on auto theft for the local officers. Now this
lapic is Incorporated b the annual advanced school pro-
g£ram
Firearms Schoel Conducted

Firearms schools are conducled by the FB1 al leayl
once each year upon regquest. 1L is sponsored by the
Mediord police department and is an invitational shoot,
with law enforcement officers In the area invited to
particippte. The depariment, which has Its own pistol
range, holds Bimonthly departmental shools with each
officer required 1o qualify in the practical pistol eourse

Started this year was the department’s first nlghi
tirearms scssion, This included firing, part in total
darkness ond part with flaghlight. Loading is in tolal
darkness

Other classes which have been held at the depart-
ment's request include g lourist school conducted by
the Medford Chamber of Commerce for all afficors, and
an explosive ardnance reconnaissance school which was
conducied for department supervisors by the 548th
Ordnance Detachment of the U, 5. Army, Vancouver,
Wash., barracks,

The Medford fire dopariment nlso holds training ses:
gions for the pelice department in the use of their
specinlized equipment such as self-contalned oxygen,
smoke ejectors and other {tems. Recently the fire de-
partment’s rinl ladder was used by police lo ist
Lthom In reaching the rool of a building where a burgliry
had been aftempled,
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Area Law Enforcement Officers Attend Wide Range of Courses

The care and handling of injured persons also s
an important parl of the officers job, Champlain con-
tinued, Doctors conduct such courses,

Training in the use of the night stick was added lo
the officers tralning (Hig month

One clogs, gponsored by state police and attended by
poveral Mediord depurtment off concerned fourist
problems in connection with the qattle World's fair

The department is interested In these specinlized ses-
tons, Champlin noted, sinee in' this case mony of tie
World's fwir visitors traveled through Medford

The department also conducts training in the use
of the cimera, which s required of all new officers, The
new officer spends ab least two days with the depart-
ment’s identification afficer. In addition to learning how
1o operate the camera and about darkroom procedures,
e algo learns how to tnke fingerprints and familiarizes
himsell with the ldentification files mnd forms used by
the department.

Attend Photography Class

Several of the officers have atlended the pholography
clagses in the adult education program
he new olficers also spend al least three days with
Juckion county juvenile department, Including the de-
tention home.

Schools which are held elsewhere in the state and
are considered important to the depariments are atlend-
¢t by the Medlord police depariment supervisors ar by
the officers assigned to thal partlculny duty.

When suporvisor school is held in Portland by the
FBI and Portland police department, supervisors {rom
the Medford department atlend the three.diy school.
Last [all the last three supervisors in the local depart-
menlt who had not previously attend this school were
sont
Time In ldentification Bureau

One man alko has spent Ume n the Oregon State
Police Identification burean in Salem. Medford police
offieers recelve Lhis training. upon request when tlie
nooed arises in the ‘department,

A livesday seminar on arson was atlended by one
officer. 11 was held In Portland under the auspices of
the Opegon state policy arson division and the National
Board of Fire Underwriters.

Local officers also have reviewed procédures re-
garding mecident records in the department of motor
vehicles, Salem,

A recent school held In Medford concerned crowd
control snd allled problems, held by slale police, and
search seizure, conducted by the FBI and the Jackson
county distriet’ witorney's office.

Check investigations have been the topic of other
schools,

Recelves Training in Salem

When the depurtment stocted uging radar, one teaffic
prtrolman received training in its operation at the Salem
police department. This man, In turn, Instrueted other
men in the local department

A 12-week course in, municipal personnel adminis-
tration, taught by cily officials and department supers
visors, also is available to Medford police officers, The
weekly tworhour sesslons acgquaint them with all mus
nicipal departmonts and 'thelr administration. 1t also in-
cludes problems of the supervisor, how {o give orders

and how o get along with fellow emplovecs, The ¢ost
Is pald by the department. A similar course, also taught
by city officials, s on a munielpsl police administration.

It eontinues for a vear apd ends with an examination,
The police department keeps » detalled record of all

triining held cach year and files on each officer as to

the courses and schools he has altended,

Attend Other Meelings

Once a month an officer attends the meeting in
Redding, Calif, of the Northern California Investigators
councll and once & yeur the Western Crime conference.

The majority of the schools and courses are atlended
by pollce officors during off-duty hours, Champlin
stressed,

The advanced school recently concluded In Medford
hid two sessions dally—alternoon and evening—so that
all officers could attend.

During woeekly meetings with the department's su-
pervisors, Champlin explained, the needs of the deparl-
ment are discussed, If the department needs Lraining
in & particular fleld, the chiel continued, attemptls to
obtain It are taken.

“Chances are such a course Is rendily available, and
In many cases it's froe.”

amine a ane pound package of marijuana prior o a class on dangerous drugs held by
John Windham, Portland, narcotica agent with the burenu of narcolics he officers are
(left to right) Medford Patrolman Gordon Wiright, Jackson County Sheriff's Deputy Ray

Twitchell, and Medford Puatrolman Donald Claypool.  (Knucksiedy pholo)
A 'J"'
Individual trainir o and machine guns algo l= received by the Medford po- Aboul Y0 law enforcement olfleers attended & major case erlme school conducted
ndividual training oy o & machine gun with FBI Special Agont Max Taylor n Medford by the federal bureay ol investightion at the request of the Medford eity
1'ff \':"'1“' Dists e Li ¢ C P who 15 now in Washington, poliie Shown vollecting evidente ut the scene of the “erime” are Sgl. John S. Ken-
lr..:':- '-I Yy frhsdnigiraty T it nhotr nard, Klamath Falls police department; Sgt. Richard A Newell, Granis Pass police
o J ol i ¥ dopartment; Air Foree Staff Sgl. Sterling White Jr, Kingsley Air Foroe base, Klamath
Falls, and Moediord Police Patrc i Kelth Vian Horn (Knnckstedt photo)
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