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Aviation Pioneer
Urges Emphasis
In Use of Space

By CARLTON WILSON
United Press International

Albugquerque, NM. - M-
The man who invenled the
nirplane seat belt had an ex-
perience comparable to Sir
Isaac Newton, who discover-
ed the law of gravity when
an apple fell on him as he
sat under a tree.

Maj. Gen. Benjamin Fou-
lols (ret) was pilot of the
only military plane in the na-
tion nearly 50 years ago when
Foulols almost fell oul of the
eockpit. He waos saved only
bocause his head hit the up-
per wing causing him to
bounce back in the seat.

Foulols, now 83 and a walk-
ing history book of aviation,
says the harrowing experi-
ence helped lead him fo Ine
vent the seat belt that has
since saved countless lives In
automobiles as well as air-|
planes,

The spry aviation ploneer
recently visited the air force
special weapons center at
Kirtiand Alr Force base In
Albuquerque. Foulols found
the sclentific complex In
slark conirast to the city's
old nirport 35 years ago when
he flaw Into it in a spindly
single-seuter,

Spends Money

In thore days of ploneer
avialers Foulols once #spent
$300 from his own pocket to
keep America's one and only
military alrplane flying.

He was laught to fly by
Wilbur Wright in 1008, In 54
minutes of personal [nstruc.
tlon, Then Foulols, who pro-
nounces his name Fuh-loy,
was put in charge of a Kitty
Hawl-type alrcraft based at
Sin Antonlo, Tex. It was the
first milltary plane In the
nation. Woulols soon spent his
$150 budget mnd had fo fi-
nance operations oul of his
own pay and from donations.

The Wright brothers con-
finued to advise the nation's
first army pllot by mall, prob.
ably making Foulois the first
correspondence school flyer
in the world.

Now an alerl gray-haired
man whose only concession
to advanced age 1s a transisior
hearing ald in his lefi ear,
Foulois recalled his first mill-
iary f{light from Fort Sam
Houston:

“l soleed, made my first
take ofl, my first landing,
and first erack-up all In the
same day,” Foulols sald.
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Attalns Speed

His biplane attained a fop
speed of 45 miles per hour
powersd by its 28 horsepower
engine.

On one of his {lighls, Fou-
lois discoversd he was drift
Ing over San Anlonio which
wag north of the alrtield, Bul
his nose was pointed south.

“A high wind and you flew
backwards In those duys,'' he
Iaughed,

In 1016 the general led the
country's first alr squadron
on a reconnaisance mission
with Gen. John Pershing in
Mexico agalnat bandit Fancho
Villa, Of eight planes In the
group only two came back,
and those two had to be de.
elared unusable, Foulols
said,

Perghing sald after the cam-
palgn thal one airplane was
worth a regiment of cavalry.
Develops Bombers

Other “firsts" for Foulois
Include the operation of a
radio Installed in an alrplane,
and transmisslon of the first
telegram from a plane. He
won the rank of brigadier
general in World War I at the
age of 38, He headed the
Army Alr Corps from 1030
to 1085, doing much to de-
velop the B17 and B24 bomb-
ers Ialer uved In World War
I1.

Foulols retired in 1935 and
“spent the next 14 years in
clvil confinement,”” He has
not piloted a plane since then,
but has flown as a passenger
more than 300,000 miles mak.
Ing speeches for the Alr
Force since he accepled an
advisory post in 1060,

His message lo  service
clubs und elvie groups
throughout the nation s a

terse one:

People have tended to be-
come complacent and downe
grode the needs of the mili-
tary in the space age. We've
got the bralnpower, but we've
gol to spend the money."

Foulols warna that unless
enough emphasis iy put on the |
military uses of space, that|
“when we start flying around
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In space we'll find a ship
with a hammet and sickle on
(|

“They're going to nr.|
‘boys, we're running the show |
up here. You get on back|
down there!',” Foulols said,

Berkeley, Calif -UM-A San
Francisco Bay area thiel ap.
parently planned to throw a
lot of lead. A truck driver|
reported to police that 1,000
rounds of 38 special caliber
bullets were stolon from his
truck while he was esting
lunch,
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