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the necessary backing of the
party in power in Washing-
ton.

But patience wears notice-

ably thin and irritations
break to the surface when the
Oregon "ins" try to reach ac-

cord on these few Jobs.

Reps. Edith Green and Rob-

ert B. Duncan are seriously
considering introducing legis-
lation to narrow the field of

patronage even further by
abolishing the political rec-

ommendation that for years
has accompanied presidential
appointment of postmasters.

Under the present system,
when a vacancy occurs in a

postmastership, a political ap-

pointee is installed until a

permanent postmaster is

lccted through a combination
of civil service and political
screening.
Slat Carved Up

The Oregon Democrats have
the state carved up so that
Rep. Al Ullman handles tne
postmasters in his distiict,
which covers all eastern Ore-

gon: Mrs. Green handles those
in Multnomah county; Sen.
Maurine B. Nouberger hand-

les those in the district rep-

resented by Republican Rep.
Walter Norblad; and Con-

gressman Duncan has as-

sumed responsibility for his
district, which for the past

' two years had been handled
by Sen. Wayne Morse when it

was represented in Congre.'S

by a Republican, Edwin
Durno.

Duncan inherited a post-
master problem in the most
sensitive place, his home
town of Medford, where the
local party committee recom-

mended Marvin Madden for
the political appointment as
acting postmaster. Duncan
risked party 111 will at home
bv declining to approve Mad
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den on grounds that he al-

ready held a public office,
Jackson county clerk, to

which the voters had duly
elected him last fall. Duncan
tolH the Post Office Depart.
ment to install Al Bradford,
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a Medford barber and person-
al supporter of the congress-
man. Bradford had served for
ome years on the Medford

city council, a g

post. The postmastership pays
nearly $9,000 to start.
. While Bradford serves as
acting postmaster, the Civil
Service Commission will eval-
uate qualifications of appli-
cants for the permanent ap-

pointment, certify three qual-
ified applicants, and Duncan's
choice of the three will In-

evitably get the president's
nomination. Senate confirma-
tion for his lifetime appoint-
ment would follow almost
automatically under this sys-
tem.
Major Job in Offing

Another major Oregon post-
mastership in the offing is at
Salem, where Postmaster Al- -
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