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' New York Schooi Challenge

By LAWRENCE R. WERNER
nited Press International
Pittsburgh - 70 —~ Dr. Cal-

vin E. Gross, who this week

left the superintendency of
the Pittsburgh schools to take
charge of the wast, troubled

New York City school system,

sees opportunity in his new

Job where ulesder man might

despair,

Gross acknowledges the na-
tlon's largest school system
has many and serious flls
As he put it: “Every blg city
.r‘vhuul sysiem has many sime
iiar problems, but they all
seem to come home to roost
in New York

But with its troubles, the
youtiful, energetic school ad.
ministralor sces in the New
Yoark system the potential for
it 1o become the “nerve cen
ter'”

“What we do In New York
may affect the rest of the
cuumr; and future genera-
tions," sald Dr, Gross In a|
less than modest appraisal of
the responsibilities he is]
shouldering. “I hope New
York will become a model for
otlizrs to follow."”

Too Many Critics
Too many critice of the|

New York schools fail to take

into sccount the tremendous

educational and cultural re
sources al hand available in

New York but nowhere else, |

Gross believes.

“It is the artistic and liter-
ary cenler of the continent,'
he sald in an interview with
United Press [nternational.

Dr. Gross, 43, thrives on
solving big problems. He
comes to New York recom-
mended highly by U. §, Com-
missioner of Education Fran-
cis Keppel, his dean at Har-
vard,

Gross had only recenily
signed a new six-year contract
in Pitisburgh but the board
of education was unwilling to
stand in the way of a man
who had done so much in such
a short time. They bid him
farewell reluctantly.

The magnitude of the man-
agment job which Gross has
undertaken would slugger
many a corporation executive,
Huge Budget

New York City's public
school budget exceeds $763
million, The system hus 42,000
men @nd women teaching
more than one million stu-
dents In the city's 800-plus
schools.

Gross has some definite
{deas about what New York
ueeds,

“One of the pressing prob-
lems Is gelling a bigger sup.
ply of good teachers,” Gross
gaid. “Along with thal, you
lhave [linancial problems,
Teachers salaries should be
incrensed generally and in
New York."

To achieve this end, Gross
believes he will have to con-
vince the stale legislalors to
allocate more than the antici-
pated $1.8 million In addition-
al school aid for New York
city in the next fiscal year,
The state now provides more
than $271 million a year for
the city's schools — 354 per
cent of their total budget.

Gross has demonstrated
ability for impressing law-
makers aboul school needs.
Raises Salaries

Raising teachers’ salaries
was one of his first moves
when he took over in Pitts
burgh in 1058, He also pre-
sented the legislature with a
master plan which resulled in
implementation of a recruit-
ment program and wide-
spread improvements in facll-
ities.

“We are now getting annu-
ally better people o choose
from than we were two years
ago,” he sald, referring fo

for education In America, |

Piltsburgh.
has helped
teachers,

“Communicating with peo-
ple is going to be a compli-
caled thing in New York," lie
continued, “It's  imporiant
that I have a chance to know
whalt my teachers think and
siy. It Is a problem of an in-
terlocking syvsiem of gelting
things done.*

Need Facilitios '

An Innovator who Institut-
ed unigue programs such as
team teaching at Plltsburgh,
Or. Gross also is aware of the
erying need for the improve.
ment of facilities in the New
Yozl system.

Although he I8 known as
en experimenter, Gross is con-
cerned that all students be af-
forded a “good fundimental
| education”

{ "Rcadlng is number gne"
he said, “Mathematics is next
and Is more important than
selence. Students nisn need
{Instruction in the arts)

| Referring to the current
high unemployment rate and
a predicted jobless rate of 20
per cent in the 15-25 year age
bracket by 1870, Gross sald

“flexibility of skills is Im-

portant” for the future of the
lstudenis.

| “You ean’l teach a man
new skills if he doesn't have
a pgood basic education,”
Gross said,

Dropouts View

Dovetailed with the prob-
lem of assuring a basic educa-
tion, Gross belleves, Is the
startling number of dropouts
in the New York City public
schools.

“I belleve we could elimi-
nute many dropouts by start-
ing in the primary grades
and gelting the children gen-
uinely interested In Lheir
work.”

Groszs outlined other pro-
cedures now In progress
which he expects to continue
to combat the dropout dilem-
ma. They included:

~Combination work - study
programs which enable stu-
dents to work while attend-
ing school,

~Counscling programs, en-
ecouraging potential dropouts
to remain in school.

~Contueting programs, at-
tempting to persuade those
who already have left school
to return to thelr studies,
Team Teaching

Dr, Gross believes that
team teaching may help re-
lieve the problem of over-
large classes in New York.
Team {eaching, a technique
gaining popularity among ed-
ucators, makes leachers
more fiexible and able to
spend more time with both
gifted and slow students. It
incorporates a variety of the
latest avsilable teaching aids.

Other obstacles confronting
Gross include ethnic distribu-
tion and culturally deprived
puplis, outdating of texts be-
fore they even get to the
schools — and a possible strike
by the teachers,

Charles Cogen, head of the
United Federation of Teach-
ers, hbelieves $50 million
should be added to the budg-
et for teachers’ salaries.

Gross agrees thal teachers
should gel a wage Increase
but says he has no firm plans
on the size of the raise he will
propose,

Hill Assists

The contract for the teach-
ers expires June 30. The
Teachers Federation staged
one - day walkouts the past
two years lo achieve their
goals and Cogen has indicated
the group will tike similar
action again if necessary,

Gross’ right hand man on
finuncinl affairs will be Dr,

“Ruising salories
attract betler

e

CARRYING CHIHUAHUA - Aclress

divorced her strongman husband, Mickey Hargitay in five |
Tuesity, water. White, colors.

minutes at Juarez, Mexico,

B PONTINENTAL A

Frederick W,
cently
ﬁcnl of schools in Minneapo-
3
deputy
business In
system about the time Gross
wan his appointment.
Four Aims

pinstic man who s president-
cloct of the American Asso-
ciation of School Business Of-
ficlals In the Uniled Stales
and Canada, visited with Dy,
Gross during the UPI inter.
view before leaving for New
Yark. Hill outlined four aims

Jayne Mansfleld, who

arrives In Los Angeles |

the same day, carrying her pet chibuahua, “Galina.” Nelson |
Sardelli, left, a singer-actor of Italian extraction, arrived
with her. He told newsmen they loved each other and |

“hoped to marry " (UPD

Hill, until re-
assistani  superinten-

in distributing the $700 Mil-
lion plus budget.

~Make the business admin-
istration of schools serve the
educational personnel, In this
area, Dr. Gross agreed with
HIll on an {tem for which the
New York system has been
roundly eriticized — admin-
istrative bureaucracy.

~Sheer mechanies of gel-
ting enough money to support
needed services,

~Cetting the board of edu-
cation’s role as an autono-
mous body implemented in
terms of business procedures,

(He bellews the sehoal

Minn.,, who was named
superintendent  for
the New York

Hill, a personable, enthu-
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MOWER WITH GRASS CATCHER
488

Big 3-hp, 22" Garden Mark

rotary has every margin-of-
safety feature imaginable,
including a guarded Safety- reg. 84.90
Chute side discharge, Get combination

4,95 catcher as a bonus now! Ne Monsy Down
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"'OUBE PAINT '
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SAVE 6.80 A CASE

WARDS QUALITY SUPER HOUSE PAINT
Equals or excells house painis 19
selling for much more. In self.
cleaning white and fade.re-
sistant colors,

gallon in
5.89 single gallon ... 4.69 4 gal. cave
4-in. bristle brush ._...__2.39 Reg. 5.89 gal.

' CoveRALL
FLAT waLL PAINT 4x8' LAUAN PANEL
Beautily, remodel roeams
with thew handsame Philip=

pine Mahogany panels. 3,44

DRY IN JUST 30
MINUTES! LATEX!

2501'31!.

Brush or roll onWards
Coverall Latex—it's

12" Reg. 1.05 77¢
odorless, non-flamm- -
able. Tools wash in 157 Reg. 1.15....1.04
18" Reg. 1.70. __1.54

bonrd shnutd hwc the right

! budget to
ellmhmu a\'erlippin[ duties,
another bureaucratic prob-
lem.)

~Getting citizen involve-
ment and understanding to
provide properly maintained
bulldings and getting people
concerned about the school
system,

Impress Public .

Dr, Gross also is anxious
to Impress the public with the
importance of basic education
for children,

“The public hears about the
glaring deficlencies of the

EVERYTHING FOR

18-INCH, 2-HP
REEL MOWER

843!

You fust guide il Re-
coil starter; Powre
Kraft engine; handle-
bar contrals; 5 aus-
tompered steel blades.

WARDS OWN 3-HP
ROTARY TILLER

'I zqﬂl NOQSAS:IY

Garden Mark power
and versotility—plus
power reversel Un-
breakable steel tines,
Easy-Spin starter.

2.99 WOOD SEAY
Pressure-molded for exira
durabilityl Baked-on en-
amel finish, wen't chip or
peel. White, zolors. 2.

LUCITE TOWEL RING

Surfoce-mount, chromed
metal helder with eon-
cealed scraws (included)
clear lucite ring. ‘

ess may not be to institute so
many new programs in New
York, but investigate the pllol
programs now belhg carried
out und see that they are ad.
ministered correctly,

things being done
York," he sald,

already huve been started in
the city school system,

board, which
cuunlry for l:a new superin.

“We want | tendent, signed Grosy

Gross added that the proc-|annually,
The father of three chil

Glenn, 1%, Gross is an ae.
complished- violinist who wik
director
“There are many fine|ing bis stay In the Steel city. |
in New | Army Officer

adding that

and became a gradunte nssisl
The New York city school

scoured the|State college,

lo 01041, surved nx commanding
six-year coniract at $40,000 |officer of un anti-aireraft bai-
tery, was dischurged in 1845
and returned to his native Los
dren, Gigl, 8, Garry, 4 nudiuuelu where he
| Bernfce Hayman,
The University of Southern
of ‘the Pittsburgh California pave Gross his mas-
Chambuer Music sociely dur-|ler's degree in 1947 and In
1055 e received his doctorate
ln:-rn Harvard, where present
He recelved hix bachelor's e ducational
some aspects of leam teaching | degree in math from the Uni. |Kom:e1 was dean of the grad-
’vcrsily of Callfornia in 1040 | {uate school of education.
During his eareer in edueca-
ant In' mathematics at Oregon | {tion Gross held several admin.
istrative positions in Loz An-
(‘msa cnlmd the -\rmy in Lulci whuuh. Wwas mperln-
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MENT

Free, accurate estimates by
Ward home consultants.

USE WARDS LOW
COST INSTALLATION

ASK FOR FREE ESTIMATE
NO OBLIGATIONS

of Lifetime, Says Gross

schools,” ke sald,
to show them the good side*

tendent of schools in Weston,
Mass,, from 1951 tiwrough 1056
and superintendent of the Nis-
kayunu centrnl sehool district
near Schenectady, N. Y., be.
fore coming to Plitgburgh,

Gross leaves his Pittsburgh
duties with many regrels.
“Thore Is enough woark to
keep me here for a long, long
time," he said. “But the situ.
ation In New York is urgent,
mare urgent than when 1
came lo Pittsburgh,"

“It's the challenge of a life.
time," said Dr, Gross In what
miy be & clossic understate-
ment,

married

commissioner

Low-cost instaliation by
experienced experts.
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54 OFF!' FAIRWAY
3 -pc. pastel bath set

COMPLETE WITH WARDS DELUXE FITTINGS
® Man-sized 5-ft, cast iron tub with porcelain enar.sl finish
* Handsome 19x17" vitreous china lavatory with legs, bars
* Low silhouette, vitreous china foilet with plastic seat

Fairway—Wards brand—means you get up-to-date styling,
quality and low, low pricel Fittings include faucets, shower-
head, tub-shower fitting, and toilet seat. Choice of green, blue
or pink pastels. Other accessories shown priced exira,

47.50 FAN-LIGHT-HEATER COMBINATION
Recessed in ceiling. Requires 14!3-in. opening...43.88

9.95 SOLID PLASTIC TOILET SEAT

Won'l chip, crack, peel. In whitg or panels _.......8.88

S I e a4 51 mas A2 ST T P N '

*182

REG. 236.65~NO MONEY DOWN

REGULAR 44.95 GLASS BATH INCLOSURE
Mot as illustrated, 1 towel bar design

REG. 23.95 SLIDING DOOR MEDICINE CABINET
Not as illustrated. 2-way lighting.. 21.88

37.88

WOOI.-BI.END BRAID

COLONIAL CHARM IN THE
SALEM SQUARE' MANNER

59%

9x12’* Rug

Crowning touch foryour Early Ameri-
can dacar—charming braided rug
in Wards own Salem Square® tra-
ditionl 50% wool, 30% rayon,
209, other flbers, blended bacuti-
fully 1o give long life, clear, lasting
color.

22x44"%, 595

34x54"%, 9.95
4x6'*, 16.93 6x9'%, 37.95
8x10'%, 5495 10x14'%, 92,95

Al aval rug s ot spprosimai.
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NO MONEY DOWN ON ANY CREDIT PURCHASE AT MONTGOMERY WARD




