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‘Martha’ Called One of Best
Musical, Dramatic Productions

One of the best dramatic
snd musical productions to be
given in the valley in recent
years was presented in Med-
ford last week end and played
1o a half-emply auditorium.

The production was “Mar
tha", the light opera which
the Philharmonic Soclety of
Southern Oregon gave Friday
and Salurday nights at the
Medford High school auditor-
fum,

The music for “Martha" is
Iyrical and tuneful and it has
sufticlent plot to support the
musie. As directed and pro-
duced by Richard D. Werner
and Richard Graham, it had a

ceedingly handsome Friday

riding habit for the last acl.
The voices of Mrs. DeVoss
and Mrs. Boe blend harmon-
fously and they complement
one another nicely.
Well Cast

David Deller, who sang the
role of Plunkelt, is not as
well known in Medford, but
he was well cast for “Mar-
tha." Deller's baritone wvolce
Is large but mellow and he
fitted easily into his rale, He
and the tenor were impressive

agsi, we hope that Deller,

who lives in Ashland, finds it |

great deal to offer as enters| possible to appear in other
tainment. The cast of prin-| Philharmonic productions.

cipels was excellent. It mat-
ters not that of the six prin.
cipals, five are from southern
Oregon, These men and wo-

The applause was especials
ly warm Friday night for the
quartet numbers of the four
romantic principals — the

men all have [ine volces, they | “Spinning Wheel" song and

are well-trained and they all
gave excellent performances.

It is true that Werner's or-
chestra ran Into difficultles,
but they were mostly over-
come, Some of the young mu-
sicians who usually play with
the Philharmonic were busy
with a school event in Ash-
land, and on Friday nighl
both the pianist and nrxamsl

the “Good-night" quartet,

Maynard Hadley was cast
in. the small role of the
sheriff; Mr. Hadley hosa large
following in southern QOregon
who look forward to his stage
appearances, and they are not
disappointed,

Sam Polrler was a footman,
Jo Ann Dodge played a farm-
er's wife and Stanley Tiegs

were ill and substitutes were | added color to the stage as

necessary
who were playlng rose (o the
occasion and only once or
twice were their deficiencies
very noticeable.
Costuming Improssive

The costuming was impres-
sive and those worn by the
women in some inslances
downright elegant. The stag-
ing was very good and the
sels well done. The small aud-
jences both nights were en-
thusiastic and on all sides
could be heard exclamations
that it was a pity that such a
“good show™ was not playing
to a [ull house. |

And why didn't more south-
ern Oregon people turn out?
Those who tried to find an
answer usually came up with
this—southern Oregon resi-
dents think they don't like
opera, If "Martha' had been
advertised as a musical com-
edy—and there is very little
difference between this light
opera and contemporary mus-

icnl comedy—it would prob.
ably have stiracted a large
audience, and those who went
would have enjoyed them-|
selves.

How many know that one
of the featured songs in
“Martha" is the beloved “Lasi
Rose of Summer"”, a favorite
with many for years and
years. It was sung beauti-
fully Friday and Saturday

nights by Sylvia DeVoss, who
played the title role. Mrs. De-
Voss has & truly lovely
soprano voice, a nice stage
presence and gave a thorough-
Iy pleasing performance,
Listening Treat

Also this opera has the aria |
“Ah! So Falr" which every-
one has heard scores of limes.
As sung by Kenneth Wohn of
San Francisco, the tenor who
came to Medford to complete
the cast of local singers, It
was p listening treat. Wohn,
who has an enormous tenor
voice, can also sing with ten-
derness and delicacy, and he
was a decided asset to the
caslt

Director Werner had pre-
dicted that Elliolt Harlow
would be a great success as
Sir Tristan Mickelford, and
he was. Dr. Harlow not only
sings very well indeed but
has a real flair for comedy, |
He bumbled about the stage, |
thoroughly amusing the aud-
lence as the pompous erealure

impressed with his own im.| short story with an unexpected ending. One ingenious student

portance. We lope that Dr.|
Harlow appears again, and
often,

Sue Boe of Granls Pass
takes the lime from a busy
life to come to Medford for
rehiearsals and performances |
in many musical events, and
this Iz fortunate. Mrs, Boe's
contrallo veoice i= beautiful
and she makes a line appear-
ance on stage, She looked ex-

However, those|the innkeeper,

The small chorus supporie:l

night, especially in the velvel | be

in their duet numbers, Here|

another six gave a dance num-
T
Werner put in many hours
adapting the original score to
a shortened and revised form
maore suitable for production
by & cagt mostly of amateurs.
Bruno Pellegrini, one of
those ill on Friday night,
served as rehearsal pianist un-
til last week, and was able lo
play Saturday night, At the
plano and organ Friday night
were Mrs. Ed Wilcox and Mrs,
Mary Lou Harrison, both
Grants Pass. Mrs, Wilcox had
had bul one rehearsal, and
Mrs. Harrison none—yielding
to frantic calls she came to
the auditorium and took part
| in the performance without
an opportunity to study and
play the musie in advance.
Ralph Matlack designed the
scenes, they were uwuillt by
| Steve and Jo Ann Dodge, and
palnted by Matlack and Wil-
liam Cottrell. The latter, who
spends a part of every your
in Medford with his mother,
acts and directs in New York
City theatrical performanrezs
for the remainder of the yzar,
He was one of the first early
Ashland Shaakespearean fes
tival players,

Colleen Hoppe trained the
dancers and Eleanor Samse
was wardrobe mistress,

During Intermission both

the principals in an efficient | nights women of the Phil

and lively manner, six praity
girls appeared as servants and

harmonic guild served coffee
and cookies. 0.8

Alleged Killer

Believed Nofed in ¢

Postman'’s Diary

Gadsden, Ala, -UP8- Author-
ities said Sunday *“we're pret-
ty sure” a grocer charged with
murdering a postman crusad-
ing for civil rights was men-
tioned ip a late entry in the
victim's diary.

The last entry In the diary
of William Moore, written on

the day he was shot to death |
near here, described a warn- | ®

ing that he might be killed
for his antl-segregation “free-
dom walk"

“A couple of men who had
talked to me before drove up
and questioned my religious
and political beliefs, And one
was sure I'd be killed for
them,"” Moore wrote,

Hsld Without Bond

A formal charge of murder
was filed late Saturday
sgainst Floyd L. S8impson, 40-
year-old father of slx, He was
held without bond after Eto-
wah County Sheriff Dewey
Colvard received a report on
& ballistic test on a rifle own-
ed by the grocer.

Moore was shot in the neck
and head with a 22 caliber
rifie last Tuesday at a road-
side park about 13 miles from
here. He carrled with him a
letter protesting segregation
which he hoped (o present to
Mississippl Gov. Ross Barnett.

To Conti March

At Norfolk, Va., Sunday,
the Student Non-Violent Co-
ordinating committee said 10
volunteers would continue
Moore's march. The ecivil
rights group sald it would
start its hike to Jackson, Miss,,
from an undisclosed location
either Wednesday or Thurs-
day.

The group earlier had ask-
ed both President Kennedy

and Alabama Gov. George | Court

Whallace for protection on such
a walk, Wallace replied that

the walk should not be at-
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By BENNETT CERF

WIFE, to her intense dismay, came down with a virus

attack on the very day the town's biggest depariment
store opened its mammoth clearance sale. Tearfully she per=-

suaded her very reluctant
husband to go in her
place, and purchase a few
items she had marked in
the store’s newspaper ad,
“If you have trouble
fighting your way 1o the
counter,” she reminded
her husband at the last
moment, "ACT LIKE A
LADY!"
L Ll -
Republican Chajlrman
Len Hall won the laugh of
the evening in Long Island
recently with this Introduc-
tion of Richard Nixan: "I
want you to meet a charming

He's had two big television debates—one in Moscow, the other
in the U.8.A. He WON the one in Moscow."

A college class wis assigned

came up with the following:
“Marry me,” he begged.

“Not on your life.”” she replied,
And they lived happlly ever after,
© 1963, by Benneit Cerf. Distributed by King Featurea Byndicals
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African elephants feed
hours out of 24 on a menu uI

foliage, grass caner, fruits
and bark

Dennis the Menace

| Council of the union seeks a

: IWA Negofiations
On Contracts Start

Portland rl - Contract
talks resumed today belween
the International Woodwork-
erg of America and six major
employers,

The Western Reglonal

40-cent hourly wage increase
spread over three years

The contract expires June 1.}
The employers are Weyer-|

haeuser Co, International
Paper Co., Crown Zellerbach,
U.S. Plywood, Si. Regis Paper
L a., :md nnyomer Co.

MOTHER'S DAY
CARDS

Mothar's Dn—hn‘n. May 12

217 L Main St — Madiord

)

=
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REALLY, MOTHER ...why do them yourself? HINT HARD!

15 East Main — Medford

APCO.

s Laplinos (o anss gomiing withy Gaogee dovler.

COME TO

FOR YOUR

Mobile-Maid
Dishwasher

Why be subtle? Hint like mad!
What better Mother's Day

resent could any woman want?
A Mobile-Maid dishwasher does
the whole job...gives you more
time to be with the family. No
need Lo scrape or pre-rinse.

Mobile-Mald needs no inatallas
tion, rolls on wheels, and gives
you np-rkling resulls. So oom
and get your “hinting apron”...
and our best wishes for a happy
Mothers Day.
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