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Commune System Restored in China as SPrmg

(Editor's note: A harbinger 1
of this particular lpl’lhggl; “‘1' 2 Honu oy B ﬂ"l

Communist China is a care-
ful reintroducton of the

and induce any significant)regime has learned a lesson.
number of people to protest|It s embarking on re-intro-
against the existing state of|duction of mess halls belore

Kwangtung province, which
is aiways the earliest of the
big grailn reglons to start

ln part this reflects con- !dreds of millions of dollars'
| cesslons that the Peking re- | worth of foreign grain, which
gime has made to the pcas— it is paying for). This seems

e years ago, Lee Chi Yeung
sald the mess halls were not
set up untll three or four
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G ants, and in part the dropping [ to have strengthened its con-|affairs. getting mess production units | spring planting, months after the communes|and sugar
f:::‘r;:::d"::‘"::] ‘:M"h ‘“': B‘}' IAM'“UR J. DOMMEN | ;s "2 rapid  industrislization | trol over the Chinese people.| Instead, the people are|started again. This schedule| The reporis of refuges peas- | had been formed In the first|  Anowner r;umw
whitihs it lul nmu. nited Press International | program, sacrificed for the|Few Protest sitting tight. The regime itself| will enable it w keep constant | ants in the listening-post city |burst of enthusiasm which | commune, Lee Kong, 29,
e rp urlwn;'d | Hong Kong-UPl-Food is still | build-up in agriculture. This conclusion appears to|now feels confident enough|suryeillance over consumption jof Macio are being interpreted | swept the cadres (parly work- | summed up the P
follows is b 5;‘;‘ that|short in Communist China. Peking has been able |he borne out by the apparent |to slowly rehabilitate the com-| and reserve food stocks. by the analysts ms signifying |ers) and transformed the mahy: “With the mess halls
spondent whY 3 corre-| But the situation is less grim | weather the hunger crisis|fallure of Formosa-based guer-| munes, which were virtually| The first irial runs for the|a test run by a regime newly | countryside in the space of|back, those who do not work
o consulted vet-|than a vear ago, and greatly | completely without foreign | rillas to strike a sympathetic | dropped two years ago. new-version communes have|confident after (hree disas|a few weeks. d

eran Communlst

imnruvcd over two years ago, | aid (although It received hun- | response

in the countryside

This time, it appears, the|already been launched

in | trous years on the farm front,
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ALWAYS FIRST QUALITY

S

Foam Backed
Tweed Tones
Viscose Rayon Pile

488

Fabulous buy on a big size rug at a tiny
price. Handsome mixed tweed tones in
beige, brown, green, and grey , .. backed
by soft, spongy foam rubber for non-slip
protection. Perfect for living rooms, bed-
rooms or family playrooms. Choose yours

. today.

SPECIAL BUY!
COTTON BRIEFS FOR4G::RI.S
or

100

Smooth flat knit cotten In elastic
leg brief style. At this price you'll
want to pick up a dozen. White or
pastels, Sizes 4 1o 14,

SPECIAL BUY!
Women’s COTTON BLOUSES

Closeout offering of better colton 00
blouses. Choose from green, blue,
pink or maize with white bib trim
and white trim on short sleeve,

SAYE NOW

DURING OLD

FASHIONED
BARGAIN DAYS!

Special

The communes have been
vaunted by Mao Tse-tung as
the way of propelling China
into Communist plenty. But
this time there is a differ
ence.

The communies are being
introduced not with a drum-
roll of parades and slogans,
but in a cautious, almost se-
cretive restoration of the mess
hall system.

In Lee Chi Yeung's com-
mune, for example, the firsl
sign of the new policy appear-
ed six weeks ago when & meet.
ing of high officials was ru-
mored to have digcussed com-
mune policy,

Attend Mesting

Lee, 48, was not in on that
tirst meeting, But he did at-
tend another meeting two

Slim, Trim Ankle Tapers

A big sssortment of cottan pop-
lin ankle tapers in summer solids
and plaids , . , corduroys in

popular colors ., . . plus twill

jeans for workaday wear, all for
Just 1.88B.

KNIFE PLEAT
SHARKSKIN
SKIRTS

399

So right for spring-
into-summer . , . all
around pleats in Ar-
nel triacetate shark-
skin, Popular white
skirts for wear with
all summer tops, Siz-
es B to 18,

later at which sugges.
tlons were wvoleed from (he
floor that it would be better
for everyone if all ate in a
mess hall “'as before,” that Is,
back in 1958,

Lee knows enough about
the workings of the Commu-
nist system to recognize that
whal might have appclreﬁ as

a spur-ol-th
was In fact the expression of
an official policy line decided
upon days and weeks before-
hand.

Lee lived at Sakal com-
mune In Chungshan county,
which adjolng Macao. IL was
not difticult for him to slip
out of Chungshan on the night
of March 19 in a Sampan with
flve other persons.

No Mess Halls

This correspondent heard
corroborative accounis from
refugee peasants from Cheung
Ka Ping commune in the same
county, and Ngol Hol com.
mune in Sun Wul county,
west of Chunkshan,

Recalling the initinl estab-
lishment of the communes,

The slogan of the mess hall
in Sakal commune when it
was first opened in 1058 wag
“eat as much as you like."

But as 1858 gave way to
1859 and to 1080, mess hall
rations got stendily shorter,
Lee recalls. In the worst year,
1060, the diet was reduced |lik
to two meals & day, each con-
sisting of three to flve taels
(four to six ounces) of cooked
rice with no meat and wvery
few vegetables.

Finally, In 1881, the mess
hall was closed down, Pri-
vite lots of land were made
ivallable so the peasanis
could till thelr awn <rops an
their own time, the commune
remained Lhe basle agricul.
tural unit - but only on paper,

The last time the mess hall
wits used in Hang Tang com-
mune In Sun Tal county,
Chungshan province, was in
early 1081. At that point the
rice ration was down to four
taels per meal twice a day,
according to Cheuk Yee.
Cheuk, 80, a barefooled,
large-handed pesasant whom
this correspondent Interview-
ed through an interpreter as
Cheuk was walting to regls
ter al a rellef center in Mas
cao, had left hin wife and
child behind In China.

Cheuk sald party, workers
In his commune made an an.
nouncement explaining the
necessity of reviving the meis
hall' at & meeting about &
month ago.

He sald he left because he
was afrald this foreshadowed
the disappearance of his pri-
viate plol of land, about 10
feet long and 15 feel wide,
on which he grew enough
vegetables for his family.

He sald surplus: produce

from thls plok could be sold
on the fres market in

nearby
villages it {he nlﬂy official

determ

were inf g
to. mobilize China's vast re
serves of pes - far

place, like dams, or scattered,

like the backyard furnaces.

The previous agricultural
cooperatives had not been big
enough to fill this role
BT g 4

e c ¢ re

stilted ln”redueed iarm oute
put,  the regime dismantled
many of the commune Institue
tions, such as the mess halla
and dorr-itorles, and gave up
plans to extend the commung
systemn to the cltles as well)

Todsy, observers believe
with farm production ullui
out of its nose dive, the re.
gime feels once agaln securs
enough to begin restoring the
communes. But the new ones
may bear little nbemhh.nu
to the 1858 model.

#s much as you like" becauss
in the first whirlwind of come
munization the peasants reals
Ized thelr crops and livestock
wore due for public expro-
priation In any case, and so
there was a aplurge of slaugh-
tering and eating.

Today the regime appears
ed to avold the mis
take [t made last time, and
by selting up the mess halls
before communizing producs
tion methods instead of after,
to lmit mnlumhl;llon kn:ln:h‘:
outset . up
umat a\.d natur

in charge was told about It|

The bra that moves when you
maove. Cotton cups,

298 it 2,189

Solid comfort for hot weather
wear. Cotton
broadeloth
imported. .........

Wired,

Comiortable steapless
contoured cups, AA, A,
B, Sizes 30 10 36.

Summer

REACH FOR FOOD—Refugees being re- Province [armers employ bullocks and

keep you
gonl - tor

Stitched panel controls tummy.
Lats of tiny air pockets o

FOUNDATlON EVENT!

Light, lavely Lytra, newly
edged. Lens weight,
mgre control

iace
Lycra circanet,
Mot textured

Stim leng leg style in airy, conl

2.99

SPECIAL BUY! COLORFUL
3'x5’ SCATTER RUGS!

N

Evaryihing’s coming up fresh and gay for Easter,
including Penney’s viscose rayon pile ovals and
oblongs! Safs [atex backingl Handsome cut-and-
loop patterns! Beigs, camel, furquoise, pink, green,
orange.

SCATTER RUG SPECIAL!
BIG 4 FOOT BY 6 FOOT SIZE

This eolorful rug buy Is rayon

tweed loop pile with skid-re- 88
sistant springy foam cushioning.

Bound on all 4 sides, and exira

L—hig a1 Penney’'s low price.

turned to Red China are shown here reach-
ing for food. In the bottom photo, Szechunn

crude wooden
fields, (UPD)

equipment to harrow paddy

Warnings have been lssued
again by the Betler Business
bureau to help homeowners
avold losses through various
rackets thal scem lo increkse
piach year with the spring
BCRBON.

Itinerant repairmen, pseudo
gardeners and high pressure
salesmen, who do not repre-
sent reputable flrms, are re-
ported In various locallties,
the bureau noted. All persons,
approached by unknown sales-

Horsemen Activities

Scheduled Sunday

A team-roping and play day
| will be held for all Interested
horsemen starting at 10 am,
Sunday at the Charles Poy-
|lhreu ranch, 323 East Vilaz
rd

. A small entrance fee will
be charged to finance opers:
tlonal costs and prizes

men, are advised lo chock the
Chamber of Commerce list.

The public Is asked by the
buresy o watch for "humus
peddlers in trucks," Itinerant
roofers, linoleum specials, tree
surgeons and garden tool re-
pairmen,

Peddlers, olfering “genuine
maple syrup" at  bargain
prices; and vendors of “con-
trolled grass seed”, are also
added to the warning list.

PERSISTENT BILL

Greatl Bend, Kan.—{r-Bill
Daniels, 32, got into a scuffle
at a cale Monday. When of
ficers arrived to break it up,
he hit one in the face. Tues
day, Judge Roy Butler sen-
tenced him to four months in
cily jail and (ined him 8$75.
Daniels repsonded by hitling
the judge in the face. The

Jurist~ealmly added another

six months o the senlende.

Homeowners Told About Racketsin Number of Fields

The humus peddlers offer
to cover lawns and [flower
beds with “rich, black humus
for anly 50 lo 75 cents a bas-
ket In addition to spreading
materinl, often dangerous to
lawn growlh, the peddlers

Ifrequt-n\ly bulld up a bill of

$75 o 8100,

The linoleum speclals, tha
Better Business Burean states,
are seldom genulpe linoleum
and the peddler seldom res
turns to lay it as promised.
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