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One of the early pluntings in the Rogue River valley was Eden Valley orchard, known as Burrell orchard when this pholograph was Laken. It has been home for many years for members of the late Colonel Gordon Veorhiess [amily, The third generation is now enjoying it

Men With Ideas Captivated by Blossom Time in Rogue Valley

By EVA HAMILTON
Mail Tribune Siaff Wriler
“The Pasadena of Orogon.”

Thal's what reallora called Medford In 1010. An ad
In & teleplione book of thal date, which lista 1,310 tele-
phones for Medford, Central Point, Gold Hill and Jack-
sonville, registers this caption as the highest compliment
John D. Olwell, orchardist and promoter, thought he
could pay the booming clty.

The felephone directory, to be added to the his
forical exhibit of the Fruit Growers League in the Jack-
sonville Museum, is a liftle book but it reveals a lot of
big ldeas shared by big men, who were caplivated by
blogsom time in the Rogue River valley.

They didn't hold a Pear Blossom festlval then, Bul
April wove n spell thai made many want to substitute
“Medford" for “England' in Browning's fumous poem,
“Oh to be In England now that April's there."

Drugged By Blooms

Many were drugged by the blooms and verdure
while puassing through on the “Friendly Southern Pa-
cifie.” They returned and concocled the lures which
persunded others to come and buy orchard acresges.

The Olwell adverlisement continued In this vein:
"“Every advantage connected with living in a city may
be had with an Eden Valley truet. An Eden Valley
orchard will pay an income the firsl year. Buy now.
People of refinement, people with meany, refired busi-
nessmen, professlonal men, college and universily grad-
uates, are coming to the Rogue River Valley by the
score, Within the past two years almost a hundred Chi-
cago and Evanslon, I, people have purchased homes
near Medford. New York, Philadelphla, Boston are well
reprogented. St Paul and Minneapolls have more repre-
rentatives here Lhan In any other cities, combined. The
most fascinating Investmenls are In bearing orchards
near Medfcrd,"

One from Minneapolis, who came and stayed, wan
Delroy Getehell. 'The lend ndvertisement In the telephone
book ls by the Farmers and Fruligrowers bank, which
was oporaled for many years al the corner of West Main
and Grape sta. In Medford, Those bunking Interests were
purchased by Gelchell In 1800, The offivers were G, L.
Daviy, president; L. Niedermeyer, vice president: L. E.
Wakeman, eashler, and L. L, Jacobs, nssistanl cashier.

Oustanding Steck Promotion

Angther souvenir for the museum received by C, B.
Cordy, counly agent, recalls what wag probably the oul-
stunding stock promotion deal in the orchurd develop-
menl,

11 Is a cerlificate showing that Axel Nordlow was the
owner of two shares of preferred capitil stock in the
Monitor Orchard company (better Known here s the
Westerlund orchards), The cortificate cartles the names
of the lote Carl Y. Tepgwald, as secretary, and J. Al
Wokterlund, president. The certilicate was sent here by
Davidson and Seaton of British CZlambia who wrote Lo
inquire if the stock was still of value,

The capital stoek for the Westerlund venlure was
$H00,000. The orchard project was started in 10100 bt
the trees were planted on soil which was not sulted to
pears, Alsg, the orehnrd Yands were for the most part
on high ground which wus impossible o frrignte. Some
of the trees flourished in spite of the adverse conditions
During the depression years, however, competition wis
lno keen, The orchards were neglecled and insecis and
disenses ook over.

Removes Considerabls Acreage

The county removed a considerable acreage of the
digeased trees for the protection of neighboring orchard.
Ists, who were trying to Keep down the blight in their
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The first commercial packing Louse in Medflord

photo teken inthe 18908 i« proderved (n the Jucksonville Museum

by men and women for work during thet period
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plantings. After the deprossion, the orchards were taken
off the tax rolls, Cordy said.

There is still a small block of Irees being cared for.
The rest stand abandoned on the lower slopes of Roxy
Ann, gnarled reminders thal & tree caonnot grow above
the ground if it Is not nuriured below the earth’s surface.

On the other side of the ledger are the reports of
frult snles, showing that in 1909 Comice ‘pears [rom the
Rogue River valley brought $10.08 per box in London
(Local orchordists, the lueky ones, are getting half that
price in 1008

The first car of fruit was shipped out of the valley
in 1EBO. By 1003, 100 acres had been planted to apples
and pears, Tn 1807 the Weeks and Opre frull ranch, two
riiles south' of Medlford, had 15,000 trées i bearing, on
) aere

Crediled With First Tree

Wois . He Stewart, however, who is credited with
planting the fiest pear orehard in the Rogue River val
lev. Hid plantings are now a parl of the Bden Valley
orehird and Bear Croek orchards. Stewarl, a nurseryiman
from Missouri, bought the old Justice place in 1884 and
planted the st pear orelard in 1885, The Stewart
family fs still represented here. Ted Hill of Central
Point and Gilbert HIIL of Tulent are grandsons, both sona
of Dillon Hill. Another grandson is J. 8 Wecks of Trall.
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South ¥Fu vl bwelong J A Whitman ‘This

Purtieulary intercst are the clolthies worn

Many firsts in the story of the fruit industry have
heen uneoavered in the assembling of the museum exhibit.
A picture shows the first walnut trees planted in the
villley in 1854, They were planted by B, F. Myer, uncle
of the late Ralph Billings' mother. Apple and pear
seedlings were planted aboul the sume time by Billings'
grandmother.

The first commercial packing plant was established
in the Rogue River valley by J. A. Whitman in 1880.

Reuben F. Maury wag Lhe first grower In the valley
Lo spray for scale, according to (he records of lhe lale
Mrs, Victor Bursel], whose husband was Jackson county
commissioner for many years, JJ. W. Corum, Mrs, Bur-
sell's futher, brought the first yellow transparent apples
lo the Rogue River valley.

First Valley Irrigation

The [irst drerigation was developed i 1852 on the
Frod Rapp place. Waler was taken {rom Wagner Creck
for this projeect

The first fruit sold by the box was sold by Governot
Briggs in 1858-60 {or 81 per bex

John Norton set out the first D'Anjous in the valley
~three rows in 1865. The first Bartlelt trees were set
out by Henry Barncburg in 1854 and are still in the
Crystal Springs orchird.

The first row of Comice, aristocrats of the pear fam-
ily, was planted the full length of Stewart ave. from
the highway to Oakdale on the north side. A splice of
the root stock is now in the Jacksonville museum. When
Copeo bought the land for the construction of plant
buildings in thatl area the pear trees were bulldozed oul.
There are still a few, however, in the yards of the
neighborhood, preserved as shade Lrees by homeowners,

Comice Pear Obtained

The Comice were obtained, according to Ted HIII,
from seeds of winter nellis pears, which were stomped
out of the frult and planted. The shoots, which devel.
oped, were grafted to Comice In 1887,

The prolilems which confronted the young orchard-
Ists of the early 18008 were many. Some knew mors
aboul show girls, opera and Greek history, than they
knew aboul the composition of the soil. They had studied
neither horticullure nor agriculture, Some of them de-
parted with the first frosl, so to speak.

The: opinions of the experts also went through many
changes. The depariment of agriculture, which now tells
growers not to cultivate were then advising them to
stir the ground up every week. In late summer, some
recall, you could see a cloud of dust rising from every
orchard in the wvalley, where now abundant cover
crops grow.

Apples Being Pulled Out

Apples, which had been planted heavily up to ap-
proximately 1900 and 1910, were being pulled out a few
vears later before many local bards had started o sing
the popular melody of the times, “When It's Apple
Blossom Time in Normandy."

The unhealthy phase of the apple deal, according to
exhibit records, resulted from the fact that many
planters were not Intending to ralse frult but to sell out
in remittance men from the east and Europe. Good
nursery grown lrees were trimmed off at the rools to
make it easler to push them down into the soil. Legend
claims 1,800 acres were planted in this manner,

At the turn of the century there were two nurseries
in. the wvalley furnishing trees, Beesons at Talent and
Norcross at Central Point. The Barnum family, which
still operates Carlton Nursery south of Medford, came
to Phoenix in 1900, The Col B. C. Washburn orchard
in the Table Rock district (all epples) was “booming."
The Modoc and Redskin pear blocks in that same com-
munity were planted in 1008 and 1909, The Potter
Palmers of Chivago had purchased the lands which be.
came Modoec orchards.

Fabulous Mansion Stories

Stories of a fabulous mansion to be built on the
slopes of Upper Table Rock were being told in livery
stables and at tea tables. The foundation was constructed

but the mansion never rose to compete with the moun-
tain's grandeur. E. W. Carlton, brother of Newcomb
Carlton, president of the Weslern Union, developed the
Redskin orchard.

In 1013, Carlton was instrumental in the organiza-
tion of the Fruit Growers League, which is now sponsor-
ing the muscum display, The year was one of severa
blight infestation. To promote a clean-up, a commities
af orchardists and other citizens was formed. The Jack-
son county courl appointed a dozen or more inspectors
10 assist growers in their eradication work.

Carlion was secrelary of the committee. From this
effort the permanent organization grew. It was first
known as the Farmers and Frull Growers League. The
arming Inlerests ceased to participate and the organiza-
tlon became the Fruil Growers League.

Today. this organization spearheads the protection
of the $15 million fruit industry. I\ also directs cooper-
ation between the fruitmen and southern Oregon sotiety,
of which those who came and stayed and put down
their roots as the irees deepenced their's have becomae
en inlegral part

“Like father, like son™ residents should comment as they view this photo. It is one of L. E. Hoover, futher of

Charley Hoover, Jackson county's “‘iree

man.* And he 15 accry

g deli of 100,000 [ruit trees at the Mediord

station. The photo was taken in 1903 The trees were shipped by Woodburn Nurseries




