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Most Powerful Military Force Rests Near Summer Resort Town

(Editor's note: A brief an-
nouncement from the U.S,
Defense depariment on
April 1 signaled a momen.
tous change in the Euro.
pean delense posture of
America and ity NATO al-
lies. On tha! day the first
of three Polaris-equipped
submarines tock up stalion
in the Mediterranean 1o ro-
place land missile bases in
Italy and Turkey that are
soon 1o be dismantled.
America’s main defensive
arm in Europe from now
on will be under water,

Until new ones are estab-
lished, the only Polaris sub-
marine base in the world
is In a peaceful little Scot.
tish Loch - Holy Loch -
home of “Subron 14" or
Paluis Submumo Squad-

ron 14. This is the slory of the picturesque mummer-resort bullding of an abbey, sank of this that explaing why hos
town of Dunocon, harbors the | there tile  demonstratio -
most powerful mobile mili-
| tary force known to man,

Subron 14.)

By ROBERT MUSEL
Uniled Press International

Holy Loch, Scotland - UL -

It's name Is “Subron 14" |loch to its seagulls and its|in 1861, have become insig-| Each submarine's

Washington may flex iis

wgninst | muscles but this thumb-shaped
It all looks as though it|the Polaris submarines by pa-| haven, 3,000 miies away, s

could be whisked awsy In nirlﬁal groups, so ircqucat||he clenched fist,

maiter of hours and leave the |[when the base was established | Clanched Fist

missile

Somewhere beyond the At |,m.'|b..:t>r1 arine Squadron 14) and | legends. And this is exactly| | nificant. A widely proclaimed | joud ia equil in power to all

te mists Rusian trawlersiit s as unobtrusive as 1t s
i A Doating drydock,
were fishing for herring - or | sume small craft, the Huley
| tha
Ingide Holy Loch one of the | two or three Polaris subma. | the submarines switfly aqisap-

packed with electronic gear | deadly.
information, itself and never more

two black zhupes lying low | rines hugging ile side
in the water alongside the|is all anyone can sce,

the case. During the C uban “allnight-vigil" to protest the | {he bombs dropped on Nags-
crisis, with British bandhe-| {arrival of the Hunley llll.'dl.l'|qa]\1 and Hiroshima, Written
bombers erying out that Holy | ed a grand tolal of six demon-| 1o ity electronic entrails is
‘as a front line target, | sirators, the obiluary notice of half|

But the calm of the loch |2 doien Russinn targeis al

- thig|peared to action stations pre-| . deceptive, The Hunley, the | threat of instant and u-rr:ble
and |sumably off the coasts of} g mip built from the keel | revenge which Polaris mub-|

" 1 { - NN > I
submarine depot ship, Hun-|from the distant shore it :sntIRuuna up to handle Polaris craft, | marineers firmiy belleve fig-|

ley, began to move slowly | much.
toward the Firth of Clyde and | View Lessensd
the open sea

patrol. a boatload of earth from
"lhls quiet Joch, lrmnmg“{u]} Land, destined for the|

Even what one docs see is| Weeks ago, also sped out 10| active duty, with & tenth en- |
The Polaris submarine John | diminished by the expanse of| @ secret rendezvous point atfroute. Six or seven submp-|
Marshall was leaving for sev-| water and the towering snow-

The depot ship Proteus, re|is the mother ship of nine | Wres painfully in the stralegy
lieved by the Hunley a few|missile-armed submarines on|0f the Kremlin

Premler Nikita Khrushchewv
is saild {o be deeply impressed

sea. Before the showdown|rines sre always away on si-| by Polaris. On this poing I

we!in any future erisis rnrh with 16 missiies ready | the Robert E. Lee from the

It may be the realication |to fire in 3 matler of minutes. ! inside oul, and been aboard

the John Marshall. The Navy
also gave me every facility to
observe the deterrenl opera-

| tion of “Subron 14" under
‘lhe command of Captain Dav-
tid E. Bell of New London,|

Conn.

Defense credentinls they
pinned blue and yellow tags
on me which said “uncleared
must be escoried” Security
aboard these engineering mar-
vels in so strict that 1 was
checked In and out of vital
arcag of the Robert E. Lee
even though I was personally
escorled by Commander
Charles (Chuck) Grilfiths of
Kansas City who heads the

i | Ygold" crew.

eral days of manuevers be-|capped hills of Kilmun be-|tame there was nothing left |lent 60-day patrols, never com- | see eve to eve Wwith the Rus- T‘lkn T Crans

forc submerging for its rou-|hind the loch which got its|in the loch lo draw an enemy’s | municating by radio so as not|sian dictator. I have Just There s » fuwristic Iron_v
ltine 60 days of undersea|pame in nudlc\’alhmc»aalmn“"’" nor will there ever be|is sive away their positions, | spent many hours examining

in the fact it takes two crews
—~ @ gold and a blue - to get
the maximum use from a Po-
laris. It is the human ma-

of the officers disagreed wilh|or working, Bul there s a
the others about the interpre-| tiny mess hall where are
tatlon of & signal they would|served {he best food in the
be authorized to withhold | Navy and & new film is shown
No Firing Chance | nearly every night.

“Put it this way," said Grif-|

+

When a man completes his

| fith. “We are in constanl com- | eight hours of duty he ususlly
Despite my Department of | i

munication with our head-| heads for his bunk and if he
quarters, We would get a|wanis any privacy he draws
coded message, extremely|a curtain.
well Buthenticated, from the| It is an elite service and
President through steps in the | anyone eligible to wear the
line. There are all kinds of}dolphins insignia of the sub-
built-in safeguards. And there| mariner is proud of If. Com-
is not the slightest possibility | mander Griffiths introduced
of a missdle being fired with-| me to two young officers who
out an unmistakeable and|he sald were among the first
specific order to do s0." to go right Into the nuclesr

! mentioned & report that!program from Annspolia - Lt
Russla was so worried about| Willlam Clesla of Buffalo,
Polaris it might asslgn some|N.Y. and Lt Jorome Rosen-
of ity fleet of killer subma-|berger of New Cubtle, Pa.
rines to shadow each one per-| I got them out of schoo!
manently as soon = it was{a week early for this trip,"
Isunched. he confided.

"We've got killer submas-|{ Out To Practice
rines, too,” Griffiths chuckled. We went back on deck o
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chine rather than the nuclear
one which nceds the most
maintenance so each crew
takes over the submarine for
three months which Includes
refitting, sea trials and = 60-
day submerged pairol

Then the crew is flown
home to the US. for leave
and a refresher course al the
base at New London, while
its replacement fliex in to
nearby Prestwick airport.

me on the deck of the Roberd
E. Lee ng 1 climbed down
from the Hunley. Below us
was the section of the sub-
marine known to the erew
a5 Sherwood forest or bird-
|tand ~ the home of the mis.
siles, ranged elght along cach
side of the ship under trap-
doors six feet across. The 30-
fool tubes exlend down
through all three decks of the
submarine to the pads from
which they are launched by
jets of compressed iz,

Like all the other Poiaris
skippers I met, there I3 an
enormolls competence aboutl
Commender Grilfiths. He was
gradunted from Annapolis
with a bachelor of sclence de-
gree (Polaris capilains are as
much sclentists as mariners),

Commander Griffiths met|

“The ocean is a mighly big
Brea and we are might sllent
ships.”

The Roberl E. Lee is 389
feet Jong, 33 feet in the beam
and displaces aboul 5000
tons. 1t's speed and the depths
at which it can cperate are
secret but it can probabiy
move faster and travel deeper
than any other submarine be.
fore it. The John Marshall is
bigger - 410 feet long and
6,800 tons. And the LaFayette
cliass Polurls submarines are
bigger still,

During Criain

Griffiths hes been on four
80-dny submerged patrols —

one of them during the Cuban

crisis when all of “'Bubron
14°s" mizsiles were ready to
sirike &t “multiple targels”
if so ordered. He aald the
worst thing about these long
mibmerged journeys Is that
the men eannot contact thelr
families although they can
receive messages from Them,

"But there's no real morale
factor becawse the men feel

watch the John Marshall
leave under Commander Rob-
ert Donovan of Mason City,
i!l wha ht::dl ils gold crew.
L was go ot to practice
firing torpedoes and aubmerg.
ing and surfacing.

“We've got fo practice
these,” sald Capt. Bell, “be-
cause the submarines say

down so long, Imagine & plane

pilat who ouly got a chanee
1o land his plane once every
two monghs?™

The Polaris sibmarines ob-
viously erulse within 1,200 or
1,300 miles of their Russian

{argets, dependlng on the type
of submarine snd the range
of its missiles. Eventually it
is hoped to extend the range
of the mizdiles zo that depend-
ence on forelgn bases will
diminish or cease and the sub.

marines will be able o oper-
ate from the United States.

‘Want To Marry

Aboard the 18,200-ton Hun-
Iey an officer was conriders
ing requesis from crewmen to
marry Scoltish girin.

they are doing something im-| There were 130 marriages
portant,” he sald. "They are|aboard the Proteus in the two
all volunteery” years of its duly here and

Consider the navigationsai|ihe Hunley carries more men.
resources ol the Robert E.|There was one disconsolate

Lee. For & suc

ful missile | cre Btewart M

cLaren

went inlo the nuclear power | launch, two positions must be| left hia native Edinburgh be-
program and studied in Wash- | known - the submarine’s and | cause he didn’t ll.h the cli-
ington for a year under Ad.|the targei's. So It is impera.| mate, emigrated to subtropi-
miral Hyman Rickover, tive that the navigation offi- uil!!y Weat, Fla,, Iut'ullld
Les Rueady cer know within & few hun-|up for nstional servics and

Although his gold crew hud | dred yards exacily where the | was puﬂ to, of all pluu,
just {aken over, tha Robert|submarine is at all times.
E. Lee was In what he de-! As soon as the Robert E,
scribed as “'sn incredible state | Les moves along Holy Loch | eold.
of readiness." and clamps down Its hatches
“I'd have to et permission | where the Firth brondens into | of New Brunawick. N3, one
from Washington If 1 wanted ! the sea — not to surface aghln | of the Hunley's crew, wﬂah-
to' make any repair that|for two months — its inertinl | ed the John Marshall fade
would take more than 24| navigation computers continu-| inlo the mists,
hours,” he aald, ally ealculoie Its “We are their siaves" he

Griffiths gald with quiet|from its movement in di- | sald, giving to the Hun-
humor that he realired there|rections. In addition there is|ley’s role of mother ship wo
were fringe groups that fear-|a radlometrie sextsnt to fix lh-nlhmn.rlnn._ b )
ed & Polarls captain might go | position by measuring the ra- lluf.ul
“berserk” and fire nuclear|dio waves emitted by the sun, | & group a! Navy wives
missiles alt over the pluce.!a speclal périscope {0 take|discussing the hek of ﬂu
The exact procedure leading | star sightings, an anienna for | secommodation In  crowded
up to an actusl firing is natur- | radionavigation, and radar| Dunoon and the acute lack
ally secret but the orders |and echo-sounding equipment. | of central heating along the
| would have to come from | Not Comfortable . bleak Argyiishire coast,
| President Kennedy, There Is no prelense that| One wife said she had been
| A minimum of three offi-| Polarls submarines are the| thinking of a holiday tour
cers aboard the craft would | most comifortable places for|which included Leningrad but
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have Lo agree that & message
to prepuare to fire or Lo fire
moant exactly what it said ~
presumably the captain, the
missile control officer and the

J

130 crewmen and offivers to

spend  two  months, Some

bunks mre slung among the
torpedoes and among the mis-
siles and every square inch

her husbund's superiors had
veloed thls, The Navy would
be very unhappy I any rela-
{lve of a man in the Polaris
progrem  fell jinto Russian

| executive officer, And it lny of space is elther for sleeplng’ hands,
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HARBORS POLARIS - This guiet Scoltish  could be whliked away from the loch in a
lnch  harbors the most powerful mobile matter of hours to strategic positions in case
military force known lo man: Polaris mis-  of sudden crisis or attack. (UPD)
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'Youth on Mission To Save Parenls Objt‘.tl of Search

' Murphy, Idaho - 12 - A 30- town of Silver City Sunday When Sharpe got to Mur-
man party fanned out across afternoon when thelr car i;:;; u'd f’-‘;fl-l:ug;l:’! l‘:;u wt;;
the wild and snow-blanketed hroke down. | Shrough & naw snow il 3o
Owyhes mountsins at dawn| They stayed with their car reach Mrs. Sharpe and bring
today In search of a 19-year- | until Monday morning whcm her to Murphy. No trace was
old youth who bhecame lml{vt'"')l’ﬁ set out for 5‘1“1'|fuund of Delford.
seeking help for his stranded | City. | The youth's anxious parents
parents | Sheriff Al Barberis said walted for news of thelr son
The Owyhee county ;hrr--lhe yvouth had only an urmtrlanﬂ- thelr rescue.
HI's posse, bolsiered by the  and pocketful of gingersnaps.| “He's a stranger In that
ldnho Search and Rescue There is no habitation wluﬂn ecountry - that rough couns
Team and light aircraft, re- 20 miles of the spot and snow | try" Sharpe sald. “He's new
sumed Ils sesrch for Delford | drifts range to five feet deep. | er been in there before. Idon't
Sharpe of Gayway Junction, Wednesdny morning the|know what's happened.”
i Idaho, | elder Sharpe started hiking
Car Bresks Down toward Murphy, the Owyhee| Grocers predict that within
The boy and his parents, | m\mly;ul :Ji some .'lill!.pu'p'u 10 years 75 per cent of the
. and Mrs. David Sharpe, | lation 24 miles away 4
:}rrre siranded - about o picked up by a rancher about | n&tion's polate crop will ga
rnilui!mm the ghost mining 15 miles down the road. {o processors. 3
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