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FIRE BRINGS HORROR - Everyone recalls

the 1841 4t Pearl Harbor, but a few bat troops and
remember or that rocked the naval the erafl,
buse two apd = half years later, Here, seven

landing ship tanks were destroyed by fire.

'(wm'- notst Du ﬁlu. Hurbor, but how many recall

World War 11, there were twe | a disuster which rocked the
disasters at Peprl Harbor, |Pacific naval base 30 months
Thirly months after the Japs.| after the attack by Japanese
nese bombs fell in 1841, saven | bombera?
waisels were destroyed in m| Some remember - because
setles of explosions and fires|they were there when 127
of unknown origin, The fol.| young fighting men were kill-
lowing account of this second, | ed and 380 others Injured in
Il.llla-‘puhliulud disaster was|n single incident 3,000 miles
written by a UPI correspon: | from the battle Hnes of World
dent who witnessed {4, He was | War 11
At the time & Navy signalman!| A brlet military news -e-
unml LCT 358 which wan|lease, resiricled by the se-
damaged during the incident) wrlls censorship of those crit-
Ieal

e cdays, noted only that
By NEAL CORBETT seven landing craft were des-
‘Unlted Prass Internations! |troyed by fire In one of the
San Francigeo -WUfP- Every | watery ffunrs of Pearl Har-

adull American remeémbers | bor on May 21, 1944,
the 1041 tragedy of Pearl

They were jammed Lo the railings with eom-

elvilians, The fire on one of

plctured here, sends up black
smoke while a fireboat tires to extinguish
flames on another LST. (UPD)

the wvessels, (landing ship
tanks), were jammed to the
ralling with combat troops
snd a flew civilians making
final preparations for an as
saull on the Marianna Islands.
No Report Given

There was no indication
that the fire was touched off
by & violent explosion — nor
that the tlames were fed for
nearly 24 hours by shuttering
blasts of ammunition and high
oclane gasoline.

And there was no reporl of
the grim toll, which included
men from all branches of the
service and some civilian
workmen.

The Initial explosion oce

There was no mention thal | curred on a humid mid-alter

Portland Crash
Kills Two Men

Portland - U7 -~ Two men,
Including & racing driver,
were killed and snother rae-
ing driver wox Injured when
a sports car struck a power
pole in north Portland
Wednesday night.

The dead were Wilberl T,
Hyde, 36, and Oran Caul, 22,
both of Portland. Hyde wps a k-
rnl«in“ chr drh.(.r. wrence Alon ﬁ“llllllﬁﬂl no

Injured was Robert Gregg, p'e(r'l'::rloh "'\i?i'.'fﬂ."{l.mu

- thon of basic rule.
43, Camas, Wash, who was Rabert Htsoru ho signaling des

JUSTICE coumt
ﬂﬂl‘ IIII.I District

of im(c Tule, 313

lllnhml Mtrll Ware, violation of
basle
mvld ﬂnnu Cambs, violution of
basio rule,
Wayne Nul Green, disoheyed
stop slgn,

aher| hm:lnrr Van  Sichle,
ialure 1o dim headlights, §71.50
au-pcmlml
xaunn Marslield, violation
of hull rile. ¥13

Violas

in falr condition al # hospltal | vice,

with head Injuries and facial h.fl““ on Heney Vehts. violation of
Incerations. Ciregge was (he " l‘ﬂl. A!mhuny Sohunk, violas
1861 Northwest sprint car °"" hamc rule

champlon  and  drove both an:':'.ﬁ'".lfnl"”ii;'n'c LRl ll
midgel and regular lype roe- dward ns, no opera-

ing cars here,

Wilnesses said the small
car went out of control an a
curve and slammed into the
utility pole. Eleclric power in
the  immedinte arehn was
knocked out for a time.

Police suld all three were
thrown from the car and it
was nol known hnmediately
who was driving.

W’Ililom Do)lr Pennington, ims
proper maulfler, 81

red Jlmh LaBarre Keith, ex-
cesxive nolse, 310

Larry Doil,ll.n Ownby, disobeyed
e :1||| L

ted Hansen, fatlure to oblain
Orvrn operator’s lieense. $3
Linda LT Thlmu ne operas
lm;l ¥ lice ‘

heat Cooper, insufficis
ent rn-lh-av clanrance, S0

Douglas Norton Situnons, truck
apending., 310

Paul Lew Harper, violation of
hasic rule, $30

Tamora Ka; Mars, four in dri-

Chcld c ddl d b:il:ﬂ;:\:n‘\r .Lllulm violation of
I ten 0 e r pii.:;n::t; '\‘Il'llt Warner. truck
. Martha ltlor Smith,  violstion
E'senhower Says ot.l':m:r\{::l:rﬂ Do)lo I, vielutbon

= apie rul

Indio, Callt. -Wp- Former|® ahrun Cry rPn-nnll vietation
Presidont Dwighl D, Eisen. | of base rule §23
hower, recalling the davs he .;msm'p aa PURALEORLR: (S e

ward Kelly, violation | ed,

Court Records

pended, O0-day curfew
John Shelley Roj l'l'l.

Mmion of I!nuor !
J0+day cul

illegal poss
fine suspend.

CIRCUIT COURT

eryl Juanita Bowen u H.nherl.
Moare Bowen, divoree dec

Norma R. Pitman v Mnrlnn G
Pliman, divoree decree

Mildred D k'nrr Vi Moy B Parr,
divoree rnrup nint

Mary Eligahath Pallon vu, Bucky
Francis Fallon. annuiment decroe

MARRIAGE LICENSE
APPLICATION
A:“":f, fumru qur]f' box 848,
" Al
Smith, box 134, Shady "3?'.‘5 ot

——
"llCI'll’[JltIl MUNICIPAL COURT

James Evan Dorland. disoboyoed
wlop slgn, 81

Mary ﬂalh llnu-e vivlation' of

basic rule,

Theodore ("unrlrn 'I'hnmmun
improper  lane usage, $10

tary Poreas Jones. violation of

ha;_ur rule, §13
By Harver Unruh. vislatioe
banle rule. $35 i’
abert l:‘- \In \\\ndh-m oNCEE-

Hyve noise

Charles !\nnnl Harnes, failure
fo leave information sl the scene
of an accident, $a4,

Aobert Seiby, violation of basie

rule, #10
Myrile Tyson,
Fraree.

right  turp,
Jo

Lee
3o

n . Elmer

slop algn, 83
Willimm

|rlsl(ir signal,
teve xter Aol v

basle rule, 810 IelLion  of

limproper
disobeyed

& n'r; oran,  disobeyed

Jdaney (mrdnn White, v
of haxic rule. §30 i
Michael Fulton Gaditis, driving
WIOTE  Wa¥ an  oneway  sireet,
a0

William  Arthur  Corbin,  viola-
Won of basic rule, $20

oretls  Rose Nebon, viglstion
of basic rule

s
Fdith Learn, violation

Willlsm Janssen Harms, (aijure

sold milk door - o -
d dooy lor ﬂ. pn;;llc on right side of high«

five cents n quart, says par | way.

ents 'mrldlc their rhlidre:\ .l.tu‘uellne Leah Gillospey, violus

with soft Hving." o :.nm"ﬁ'.'u'; r.','.llr..l .tjm

derhill,

"Today’s enders sold news- | atlon of basic rule, $33 e

papers and did other chores o Bewh, eypikand

to help their parents,” he said ,l-IIN’ . \l.a\h;f‘\\md violation

0 hasle rule 3

Wa‘lﬂt‘lﬂﬂ}’- but today's youths | ™ gyial Arnald ¢ offman, disobeyed

Erow up “in aparlments or | traffle signal. 33

fine homes and are not called | ‘.‘.'.’,,‘,’.. ?fﬂr'.'- Ns"""““‘

on to do even such minor ) er:r‘u; John ;IPndl‘rll\lll viola-

chores as mowing lawns" obert Rar

Robert Na

gpelktlli At & Bby Seout “"_"-r ¥ ! !Ilu nn vehicle

lunch, !‘iwulumcr called for |

Vi

violation

Nyron  Naymond  Griffith

din-
obeved stop sign, 810

development of “lendership | Robert Edward Me 1¢.n violae
qualitiea™ and said the Boy | "o ot basic rule. 32
Seouts “gives the greatest

AMILAND \II'N'I:I.I'I‘\I, CouUnRt

Herbert ornelious Robinscin 44
Meseds. Calll. Hriving while under
:‘ho milunr;wu of inlosicating 1.
sl 00, ID-day
v ""1;" L Jall sentence

nald Loren Whill
& b““: rals 3ia ook, violation

promise of doing the job*

Medford Student Gets

On Seattle Honor List
Frodrich F. Burich of Med. | ,, e, ey Leper, violation of ba-
:::d 57 among 303 students on m??blc";:ﬁl Delle Soot. disoheyed
winter gquarter honor roll 3
l‘?llﬂe university. lnnn:'u ":f' Larion divotieyed |
GHOT stitus I8 reserved (0 | it Honas ",‘;,, Sitgul poss |
Mﬂﬂl Nekin seblove . 3; S .’"36 nuor ine puspend. | !

point averaye or boller. o n“ ';Jamv"nm'“:ﬂfl

: h1'n||m-
of ‘basic tule, $10, dis
H i (A obeyed 1rai.
Leonard Talmadge Ilanu iy
obeved tralfic signal 81
Sharon Lyn Pleard, violation of
basic rule, 335
| Mildred Ellen Widmer, disobey-
el traffie signal, 310

Willlam Redney
erator's illrpln:;" ‘!s"n" e
(.mrn !.-onr \hl,on violation
of basic rule
ehee \I-a]tar Sirahan,
nbeyed traffic signal, 310
n..m’nl Mace Griffin. excessive

diy-

nise

\\ ace Eugenen Ericksen. vio.
I of Basic rule, 33

Tl.nk Sponre (mmnnu viola:

tion of basic rule, $10

Velda Jean \Iule. violstion of
baste rule, $10

Ford Morria 'I"nrum-n vivlation
ol hasic rule

Ralph Mr\ll:drf MeKay
o leave injormation
accident, $10, suy

Thamus Leroy Schoonover, vio
lation of basie rule. 310

Douglas Dean Marshbarger. fail-

Tarled
ot scene of
hited

ure o obtain Oregon  aperalor
Hewnse. 310, susoended; violation
of_ hasic  rule. 515

Detief Joseph Elsmann eapired
eperator's license §52

Dennls Fred Troxel, improper
latt lllfl; LI

muel (ilhaon Waliers, improy
n teft  turn,  $10 rop-
Ross Matgaret Lack. disobesed
(15 wign o

verly Jean Motris, vieidilon of
| basit rule o
Lrl.uml mnnu Willtans, disobey:
traffic signal, $io
Jnl: Fverett
¥ basic rule. 510

noon. It shailered the LST
353, which was moored with
a half dozen other vessels al
Pilings abopul 100 yards [rom
the beach sl West Loch., |

The force of the biast|

on adjolning ships and jarred |
& group of other LSTS moored
about 300 yeards away in the

loading arei. Some carried
LCTs (landing craft tanks)
loaded in preparation for the
4,000-mile voyage to the Japa-
nese stronghold of Salpan.

View Flames

Off-duty navy men Jolned
the marines and soldiers who
crowded (o vanlage points
aboard the vessels o stare al
the smoke and flames billow-
Ing from the shatlered “'353."

I watched at first llke you
would waleh @ neighbor's
house burning. Ships were
side by side atl thelr moorings
and we could go from one to
another. I started getting as
close to shore as possible.

About 100 yards from shore

I was among some non-swim-
mers who Jumped into the
waler and grabbed a rafl, |
Some got aboard it. T hung
onto the side and we kicked
and paddled it about 100
yards to sghore.
The troops were billeted on
cots almost shoulder to should-
er shoard the landing ships,
and any distraction offered a
break In the monotony of
close quariers. |
But thelr curlosity turned
lo horror ms the survivors of
the stricken wvessel began
pouring across the decks of
the adjolning ships.

Bodies Scorched

Some, bleeding from jagged
wounds, staggered in their ef-
foris to reach the ship nearest
to shore - and the safely of
sugar cane fields which lay
beyond the beach,
Others-many of whom had
been working In shorls or
swimming trunks - stalked
stiffly by, their bodies scorch-
ed by the fierce heart of Lthe
biast.

Tlie marines and soldiers, |
who had not as yet heen as-
signed emergency stations,
fled for the rallings. Most of
the navy men were swept up
in the panic.

A handful of suilors aboard
the LET 225 remained cool in
the face of disaster - and
proved that much of the hor-
ror that was yet Lo come might

have been avoided.

raft plunged down on top of
him - and he never came up. |
His determined bid for sur-
vival had failed, but the rafl
gave coursge 1o many non-
swimmers, who leaped m!u|

knocked men from thelr feet| he water and climbed aboard, | {rom his back,

The blast which tore
through the third vessel |
matched those which had |

wnchorage and ammunition-| come before it, and added 1o | entire calf of his leg flopped'

the terror. It sprayed flam-|
ing gasoline, which spread|
swiftly across the water over.
taking swimmers before they |
could reach shore

Men who had completed Lhe
swim dived four or five deep
beneath g line of amphlblous
tanks parked on the besch and
clung to each other in terror
as a wide area was again rip
ped by jagged pleces of melal,

The frightened men now
faced another moment of de-
clsion, The sleep path leading
upwird from the beach {o the

from the tanks. But chances
of survival were slim If a man
wis caught by the next ex-
plogion either in that 20 yards
or on the face of the embank-
ment

Finally, a few sprinted
across the sand and serambled
up the steep path — but there
was no cerlainty of safely
among the slumps of cane
which lay before them.

The fleld was dotted wilh
men who had been among the
first to reach the cane, but
had been cut down by the
flying metal of the explosions,

A marine lay on his back &
few vaords inta the field gro-
tesquely kicking the stumps of
his legs, which had been rip-
ped away by the flying re.

cane fields was just 20 yards |

mains of & jeep engine,

Another marine, sttempting | behind him on the ground.

By now, word of the dis-
to struggle to his feet, muld:\l:“mi’ had spread throughout
understand why he had fallen. | po o0 parnar and the small
A sliver of metal about |-3|!arm|ng villages in the area,
inches long was protruding Sugar warkers and their

4| the fields offering cigarets,
half dragged a third man |Pandages. clothes and medi.

| through the cane stubbles. The | cine 10 the battered survivors.
Ambulances and huge am-

Two men half carried an

Dennis the Menace

ﬁm“hvt,ﬂ =

ﬂf w'&ww ol

| families fanned out through |

phibious “‘ducks” sped back
and forth along the high roads
which led through the cane to
the beach. Some went out of
contral and raolled down the
slecp banks.

Regardless of how desper-
ately the men along the roads
needed medical care, there
was no chance of flagging|
down the speeding emergency |
vehicles. They were jammed
with casualties from the
beach, dnd any delay might
| cost men their lives.
| Fire Spreads

Meanwhile, the fire had
spread to the other group of
ships moored far behind those |
shattered by the earller blusts, |
and fire boats

holocaust.

The fire-fighting crews dis-
played unbelievable courage,
One boal pushed its bow right
between two flaming vessels
and sprayed water on both -

without regard for the danger |

that all three might be blown
to bits at any time, Anotiher
crew put a line aboard a blaz-

| ing ship and towed it out of|

the area,
| But more than seven hours
| after the original explosion,
| there was litile evidence of
| the wallant efforts of the fire
| crews.
| Losses Listed
| Shortly after 8 p.m., anoth-
er ship eruptled like a Ha-
waiian volcano, lighting the
entire disaster arca. Survivors
|whn had returned [rom the
| farm communities to watch
the fiery night display fought
for cover amid the coral - al-
though well oul of range of
the blast,
The fires

finally were

from Pean.'
Harbor had moved into the |

Describes Second Pearl Harbor Disaster

brought under control the fol-
lowing day. But seven LSTy
were desiroyed, two others
were burned, the merchant
ship Joseph B. Francis was
scarred by flames - and 407
men were dead or injured.

There were only rumors
and speculation among the
survivors as lo what may have
| caused the tragedy.

Some claimed the acelylens
forch of a civilian welder
came into contact with ex-
plosives aboard the *353."
Bul, there were no civillans
among the dead, and it's un-
likely that the welder would
have survived the original
| blast in that case.

Others suid Tokyo Rose, in
her propaganda broadeasts
| from Tokyo, recently had
mentioned that an American
assault force was building up
in Hawaii ~ and warned that
it might never leave Pearl
Harhor.

Not Sabotage

Official Navy Department
reports describe the incident
| a5 “an explosion of undeter-
mined origin.” However, they
add that the blast “was not
cansed by sabolage."”

But there is no doubl as to
the toll, The navy list shows:

Killed - 27 8 army, 11
navy and 8 marine corps),

Missing and declared dead
= 100 (53 army, 21 navy and
26 marine corps).

Injured - 380 (56 army, 143
navy, 159 marine corps, 3
coast guard and 19 civilians).

And the men and ships
which survived?

They were hastily reorgan-
ized, reamied and relitled -
and stormed ashore al Saipan
on schedule 23 days later,

Free Ship

They ran io their stations
when the emergency alarm
sounded, cut their ship [ree
from the vessels on either side
and ran her hard aground
away from the danger area,
Flames swept the main decks,
but they were kept clear of
the gasoline barrels on her
bow and the ammunition in
her tank deck.

It's possible that gimilar
action on other ships might
have prevented further ox-
plosions - but the vast ma-
Jorily of men were concerned
only with self-presarvation.
They fought their way fo the
railings and plunged into the
waler for the 100-yard swim
to shore.

Panic Grows

Al this point, the second
LST wus shallered by ex-.
ploding ammunition. The flee-
ing men tumbled for cover as
pleces of jagged steel rained
OVer an arcea nearly 1,000
yards in dinmeter

The panic increased, and
the surging crowd pushed
swimmers and non-swimmers
alike into the water, A marine
sorgeant  shoved his  way
through the mass of men, toss-
Ing reluctant nonswimmers
bodily over the railing,

He knew their chances of
survival were better if they
renched the besch than if they
rempined on the ship with
the threat of more blasts in-
creasing, Some managed to
hold their own in the water,
but  others panicked and
drowned,

I saw one man in khakl
fatigues scramble to the top
of a large life raft to pull the
pin which would topple it into
the water. A navy officer,

Dunlap, violation Frank P

viinly attempting to restore
| order. pushed his way through
the crowd and warned that po
ubandon ship order had been
Eiven
| Kicks Offfcer

The young man in khaki
Kicked the officer in the face,
pulled the pin and plummeted
into: the water, The heavy |

Pefifion Seeks to
Enlarge EP Board

Eagle Poim A petition
has been filed to increase the
school board membership in
the Eagle Point district from
five to nine members

The annual election at
which this proposal will be
considered and a board mem.
bor elected to {ill the one va-
wancy on the existing board
will be May 6

Four people have filed for
the one position, which Is for
a fivevear termy. Thev are
Merton Bradshaw, who was |
appointed o serve a one-year |
{unexpired term: Edmund S
Armitage, John E Barton and
. Hopewell,

Photo. 'sct looagp

trump hand

The newspaper advertiser bids for business from strength. Here are some of his trump cards.
Audience: 90 million adults read a newspaper on an average day—about 86.4% of all U.S.

households,

Attention: people like to read adverlising in (ie newspaper, feel lost without it, overwhelm-

ingly prefer a newspaper with advertising.

Confidence: people believe in newspaper advertising, consider it factual, accurate, and.
trustworthy. Advertisers agree, and last year had the confidence to invest $3.6 billion in

newspaper space.
If you're an advertiser, why not deal yourself a

strong hand? Use newspapers.

MORE PEOPLE DO MORE BUSINESS THROUGH NEWSPAPERS
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