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By GENEVIEVE BRIGGS
Mail Tribune Correspondent

With the opening of the
Randolph Collier tunnel
through Oregon mouniain
=—an cvent scheduled [or
Jate spring or curly summer
—a new way of life uand
destiny for the ceonomy of

southern Oregon will be
born.
For those cngaged in

fgriculture, lumber and
mining, the dreamed of
day of cheap transportation
fo the sea will have ar
rlved, although the mpact
of opening markels is still

to be felt

The “new” highway
making its way from 8
Lake City across deserts

through high passes, down
through valley by babbling
brooks and roaring river:
*and down lo the valley of
the Rogue. the inland em-
pire, will open iis doors to
Progross

One wonders if the peaple
of Oregon remember (he
history and romisnce that
Ras built this highway?

There Is an old saying
that there is nothing new
under the sun. The Winne-
mucca to the Sea highway

lends to prove it T
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sonville, rieh In history and
romance, and once one of
the wenlthy citigs of Ore-

gon; to Ruch and the turn-
aff to the Little Applegite
areid. and to Provolt with
its fields and catlle, and

Murphy

Along what |s called Fish
Hatehery rd. there was
once a ferry across the
Applegate. An old fireplace
buiit by the Chinese Is
visible in the arca

Wilderville has a faeci-

niting  history, and was
once @ flourishing town
when  Hona  Jones  com-
menced Lo relgn. Wilder-
ville had n postoffice, stage
barn, blacksmith shop and

# haotel. 1t was [or the town
smithy that the town takes
it pame, Jo Wilder
In carly days, Wilder-
ville was the hub of the
crossrosds  Trom  Jackson-
ville to Galice and {rom
Crescent City to Jackson-
ville
The impact of the lack of
transportation can be re-
alized by the fact that at
e time all food. furniture,
clothing, and farm equip-
ment was brought lo north.
ern California to Yreka
then over the Siskiyous to
Jacksonville. When gold
wis discovered in Sallors
I)n.ml.' ack trail was
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at the request of Mrs. Mal-
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taken from the old Con
Fenner plage, now e

By CLEVE TWITCHELL
Mail Tribune Siaif Writer

In this modern age of hot and cold running water in
every home, one might find it an unusual sight to see
someone filling jugs from a eity drinking fountain to
take home.

But in spite of—and to a degrec, because of—the
modern civilization, a small but growing number of
southern Oregonians are finding it necessary lo carry
in their drinking waler, nol because they have no water
pipes, but because their wells are polluted,

No one has [lgures on how many wells in Jackson
county are polluted. For that maller, no one knows how
many wells there are in the county. But the sanitarians
at the Jackson county health department, who go out
and tike water samples, do know that quite a number
of wells in the county have a higher bacteris count than
Is considered acceptable in safe drinking water.

Not Cenfined to Area

The increase of waler pollution is nol a problem
confined 1o Jackson county or southern Oregom, how.
ever. It is a national problem, and one that Is a good
deal more serious in some other paris of the country
than it ig here. But the problem is a growing one here,
health depariment officials feel, one that needs .constant
attention.

Pollution of wells is being caused in Jackson county
by three conditions, explained Dr. A. Erin Merkel, coun-
ty health officer

1. Heavy rains or snow meltoff directly polluting
water supplics by flooding in from the tops of wells,

2. Too many houses wilh wells and septic tanks
being built to close together,

Increase in Water Usage

3. The increase in water usage, brought on by the
incrense in population, causing the water level to drop
too fast, with the resull of polluled surface water rush-
ing in to fill the vacuum.

In order to reach relatively pure water, a well has
to penetrate an impervious layer in the ground, ex-
plained G, E. Runyan, one of the health depariment's
sunitiriins. Then the casing should be sealed so that
no surface waler ean seep in, The depth - at which an
impervious layer Is reached varies from place to place,
One may reach it at 40 feel, or may have to drill down
300 feet. But if a drilled well penetrales that laver and
the casing is properly sealed, the well will most likely
produce good water.

Drilling of wells is now regulated by law in Oregon,
but prior to the 1861 legislature, it was not, All one
had 1o do before that legislative session was to go out
and dig a hole, Runyan explained, “As a result, we
atill have many 60-80 years old dug wells in the county,
few of which have the proper casing to keep surface
wialer [rom seeping in," he said

Keep On Drinking Water

Some of the people who have polluted wells keep
on drinking the waler anyway, because they figure if {t
didn't make grandfather sick, it won't make them sick
either. Others boil their waler, while still others use
the well water only for bathing and washing and bring
home safe waler from nearby municipal systems or from
neighbors who have deeper wells to use for drinking

There are undoublely a number of Jackson county
residents who are now drinking polluted waler and
don’t know L Anyope who s in dgubt aboul the con-
ditign of thelr waler may have litested by the health
depurtment, it was' pointed, ouly There ig no churge for
this service

Polluted water won't necessarily make a person sick

but it could, say health authorities.

Judged To Be Polluted

When water is judged lo be polluted, what iy meant
is that it shows the presence of bacteria from the in-
testinal tracts of warm blooded animals. The tests that
are mude on wiler samples do nol distinguish between
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Water Pollution:

A Growing Problem

bacteria [rom the intestinal tracts of apimals and human
beings, however K

We work on the assumption that some
teria might be of human origin,”
il there are some of human origing then U8 possible
some of them may be harmiul”

Harmless bacterin oceur in far greater numbers than
harmful bacteria, he suid, but they make the assump-
tion that where there is smoke there may also be some
fire. In other words, one may not suffer any immedinte
effects from drinking so-called polluted water, but on
the other hand there may be some longe range effecls

Far Reaching Eflec!

ol the bae-
Runyan explained, “und

People who live in one place for a lengthy period of
time tend to build up immunity o their surroundings
But il jusl one person carrying harmiful bacleria moves
into the arew, il can have a far reachiing effect, he added.

Another problem with wells, Runyan explained, lles
in the facl that the process of seephge thraugh layers of
chrth, which does remove baclerig, appedrs lo be in-
cffective in removing detergents and certain virnses
from waler. Health authoritics suspect thay the national
increase in cases of hepatitus may be due to transmis
sion through waler suppllies,

Replacing wells with communily waler syslems
where possible is the only long.range answer to well
witer pollution, Runyan feels, Bul until that day comes,
there are varlous temporary solulions to water pollution
problems.

The first thing to do is try {0 determine the source
of pollution. If it's polluted because the well is shallow
and s drawing only surfuce water, then drilling a deeper
ong can be the answor

Casing May Be Cracked

11 the well is already deep (in most cases that would
be 50 feel or more) then the casing may have cracked.
In such & cuse, Runyan sald, the casing should be re
paired and the well chlorinated thoroughly.

It a new well is drilled and initial {ests show it to
be polluted, the problem may merely be that the ma-
terinls nsed were exposed to rals or other small animals
while In storage. Thorough chlorinatlon of the well
should solve this problem. Persons can chlorihate their
own wells with oridinary household bleach, A sheet of
Instructions can be oblained trom the health department.

Automatic chlorinators can be attdched to well sys-
temy if 4 single ehlorination tregtment foils to clear up
poliution,

Il a person is stuck with a shallow polluted well
that iy drawing surface waler, one way to make drink-
ing waler safe is o add two drops of bleach to a gallon
of water (or four drops of ordinary iodine), shake it
up and let it sit for 20 minutes, Runyan added.

Water can be purified by bolling it for 20 minutes
or more, and water that has been sitting in a hot water
tink for several hours is relatively safe. The tempera-
ture which most hot water heaters maintain Is similar
to the lemperature atl which milk Is pasturized.

It Is not uncommon to see n seene ke the above around the Rogue villey as resi-

dents with  polluted  wel
the residoent of properly

go aboul finding alternale sources of drinking waler. Here
ith a shallow polluted well fills a jug with water from a
neighbor's tap, where the well is deeper nnd the waler sull “safe.”

Whilewater ranch. The
monument is close to the
old stuge road, where ruts
can still be seen
Anderson’s Station

A short distance up Hayes
hill an old gign reads
“"Anderson’s Stage Station.”

This is old Fort Hayes,
bullt many years before
the Anderson family lived
there, where many Indian
battles ook pluce

The burning of Fort
Hayes in 1851 marked the
end of a landmurk.
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As the Redwood highway approaches Hayes and
plits inte {our roads, one of them goes to this monument,
which was erected in memory of Alvist Wright, who was

slped and murdered by Indians at this point, according to

iries aboul

he

incident

Kerby, or Kerbyville as
it was known, was once the
Josephine county seal, The
museum was the home of
the Thrasher family and
his been restored down o
the pins in the pin cushions
iy the eounty historical so-
ciely. Here, too, was one of
the old stage statfons.

In Kerby, Cave Junction
and Holland and Waldo,
whieh are off the Redwood
highway al Cave Junction,
are many inleresting sights
and historical locations.
The old mines are Waldo,
or Sailors Diggings, were
once counted amopg the
richest in the state
Mineral In Couniry

This 1s country In which
s found chromite,” dickel,
mercury, uranium, sliver,
usbestos, copper, the Knob-
cone ping, Alpine wild{low-
ers, and a specles of tree
found no where else in the
United States,

In this area also Is the
Iilinois river with its swim-
ming and other recreationsl
opportunilies;

The Roandolph Collier
tunnel through Qregon
Mountain % just over the
state line in California, and
the motoriast continues
through - Palrick's Creek,
Gusquet, locution of an old
stage slation, and on to
Crescent City

Crescent City wnas lnid
out In 1853 and became
nne of the poris an the wes!
coast alter gold was found
in ‘Sallors Diggings. The
first trail Inland oaver Cold
Springs Mountain was tra-
velud in 1883, and by 1854
It was called crowded

Through the Infant port
of Crescent Clty came the
merchandize to go Inland to
Sallors Diggings and Jack-
sonville In 1050 large
amounts of money was
spent by the federal gow
ernment to  expand the

brenkwater, resulting  in
inereased amounts of
shipping

Southern Oregoni
ans hope that Crescent Cily
will again become one of
the cosst’s oulstanding
harhors,

There have been Tour different routes over Hayes HIlL, between Wilderville and Sels
ma, ranging from the old puck trall (upper left) to the present highway (lower righ
After the pack- trail came the old stage road (upper right). The third road to be
now called the old Redwood Highway, may be seen at lower left.
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