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Northern Segregation Differs in Methods

(Editor's note: The U.S.
Civil Rights commission, in
8 study of public schaol
segregation last December,
reporied that the practice
of segration in the North
differs only in method from
that in the South, What is
“Nerthern style” school seg-
regation, what causes it and
how can it be remodies?
In the following dispateh,
UPI reporiers Frederick H.
Treesh, Robert W, Irvin and
Leo Soroka examine the
sltuation in three cities
cited in the Civil Rights
commlission report - New
Rochelle, N.Y.; Highland
Park. Mich., and 51, Louis,
Mo.)

A UNITED PREBS
INTERNATIONAL TEAM
REPORT
On & bright Monday after-
noon in May, 185", the United
States Supreme Court hand-
ed down its historic decision
declaring segregated schools

to be unconstitutional,

“Separate educational fa-
cilities are inherently un-
equal,” the courl said in a
unanimous opinfon,

The court ruled on a South-
ern case, but the nation was
to learn that segregated
schools in the North — regard-
less of how they got that way
— were affected by its find-
ings.

In 1860, New Rochelle,
N.Y,, was rocked by a Federal
Courl order to desegregate its
84 per cent Negro Lincoln
school. The publicity sur-
rounding the case branded
New Rochelle “the Little
Rock of the North.,”

“It's a shame for them to
take all the abuse when this
(school segregation) Is &s com-
mon in the North as apple
pie and cheese,” said Negro
attorney Paul Zuber, who
launched the New Rochelle
litigation and participated in
several other desegregation
cases,

Hempstead, N.Y; Newark,
N.J.; Highland Park, Mich.;

Philadelphia, Chicago, St.
Louis; Gary, Ind. — all scatl-
tered Northern communities
- have had segregation con.
troversies, There have been
dozens more,

A bitter feud involving
picketing ani school boy-
cotts s now in progress in
Englewood, NJ., a fashion-
able suburb across the Hud-
son river from New York
City.

For a look at how segrega-
tion problems develop in
Northern citles and suburbs,
United Press International as-
gigned reporters to gtudy the
gsituation In New Rochelle,
where a school was desegre-
galed by court” order; High-
land Park, where a segrega-
tlon problem was solved by
negotiation, and St. Louls,
where schools once desegre-
gated are “resegregating" be-
cause of shifting housing pat-
terns,

NEW ROCHELLE, N. Y.

‘When the school segrega-
tion crisis came to New Ro-
chelle, N.Y., cooler heads [all-
ed to prevail and, in a bom-
bast of unfavorable publicity,
the city became the first in
the North to have a publle
scthonl desegregated by court
order.

The hilly community In
fashionable Weslchester coun-
ty, just north of New York
City, hss a population of
77,000, Its chara '»r is mainly
residential.

Negroes began migrating to
New Rochelle decades ago
from seamy Harlem and else-
where, attracted in part by
work in light industry. The
big influx came afler World
War II and the Negroes be-
came increasingly ghetiolzed
in the aging and congested
eentral area. By 1880, there
were 16,000 Negroes residing
within the city limitws.

Racial Balance

New Rochelles’ schools were
for the most part successfully
Integrated. Its high school was

bi-racial and there was a rea-
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SUSPENDED FROM SCHOOL - Armatha Risinger, 15, has
been suspended from school at St. Louls, Mo., for refusing

to take square dinnce lessons

on religlous grounds without

having a confirming letter from her minister. She is shown
at home with her father, Jewel Risinger. She was sent home
tiwice and then suspended although her mother had written
the principal and visited the school on two occasions. (UFI)

Plans Being Made

Printed applications for the
new specinl investigator on
non-support cases will be
avallable at the district attor-
ney's office in approximately
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sonable racial balance in s
two junior highs, considering
the preponderance of whites
in the city. Eight of the city’s
elementary schools were Inte-
grated without an unreason-
able percentage of either race,
No Negroes lived near three
other schools.

The ugly duckling in this
picture of apparent racial
harmony was Lincoln school,
an antique (1888) building in
the central city surrounded
by preponderantly Negro
housing. In 1760, the 400-plus
student body of Lincoln was
94 per cent Negro.

The board of edvication con-
tended that the imbalance re-
sulted solely from housing
patterns and it had no obliga-
tion to undo a situatlon it
did not create, Negroes com-
plained the school was inferi-
or, that over the years bound-
ary lines of the area it served
were gerrymandered lo con-
tain the Negroes and al times
the school system’s (ransfer
policies were discriminatory:
whites were allowed to trans-
fer out, the Negroes were not,
Legal Action .

The emotionally - charged
situation came lo a declsive
stage in 1960 when the board
of education won authority to
rebuild Linecoln school on the
same site, The board's decl-
sion was non-negotiable and
the Negroes turned to legal
action,

On Oct, 21, lawyer Zuber
tiled a complaint in Federal
Court, Civil Right Commis-
sion Investigator Frank Kip-
lan wrote In the 1982 report:
“The complaint, in essénce,
was a frontal assaultl on the
problem of de facto school
segregation . . )"

On Jan. 21, 1861, Judge
Irving R. Kaufman ruled that
the school board had i. years
past gerrymandered the Lin-
coln district and had discrim-
inated in its wansfer policles.
He ordered the board to pre-
sent a  desegregatlon plan,
Finding it unsatisfactory, the
judge issued his own order,
embodying free transfers to
other schools but not com-
pelling the cloging of Lincoln
school, The board appealed,
finally to the Supreme Court,
but lost.

In September, 1061, the
Kaufman plan was complied
with without incident. Abouu
half the Lincoln studenis
transferred.

As to how “‘desegregation”
of Lincoln school worked
after itz first full year, Law
Profeszor Kaplan gald;

Sees No Chaos

“There was no administra-
{lve chaos. Lincoln did not
become more racially imbal
anced; rather, since most of
the white students chose not
to transfer, the percentage of
Negroes dropped from 94 1o
88 . . . nor were transferring
Lincoln students greeted with
hostility , . . every effort was
made by bolh leachers and
students lo bring them into
the life of their new schools."

A number of problems still
remain, not the least of which
is what to do with Linceln
school. Closing It and redls-
tributing its student “nevita-
bly would tip the raclal bal-
ance in nearby schools.

Another, according to Kap-
lan, Is this:

“One of New Rochelle's
iwo junlor high schools prac-
tices a rigid ability grouping
which has left fow, if any,
Negroes in the fastest classes
and a preponderance in the
slowest, Negro leaders have
branded this type of group-
ing a method of segregat
Negro children and perpetuat-
ing the unfair treatment they
have received in the elemen-
tary schools . . . unless some
seltlement is rea:hed in the
near future the tranquility of
New Rochelle may be dis
turbed again.”

But the word most fre-
quently heard in New Ro-
chelle now is "hope There
appears to be a mutual ree-
ognition of th: magnitude of
the problems and a willing
ness to discuss, where for-
merly there was inflexibility
of position.

Controls Board

Saild attorney Zuber las)
week:

“I think a moderate group
now conirols the board (af
The structure of
the new board in New Ro-
chelle now makes it more
conducive to discussions.
honestly believe they +e try-
ing to do something.™

Dr. David G. Salten who
became superintendent of
New Rochelle schools last
July Is hopeful for much te
same reasons, (The Civil
Rights commission report
scribes Sallen as "a vigorous,
rationa respected educstor
who enjoys the confidence of
all factions.)

Dr. Salten sald he was en-
couraged becsuse

“First,” the board of edu-
cation for the first time in
many years commands the re-
spect, I not the full agree-
ment, of almost everybody in
the community

“"Sefynd, there has been a
reduction in the polari®ation
- there Is now a group of
moderates, There s movement

but on the way." |
| Dr. Salten said the school
| board is intensively studying
the lingering segregation |
problem and hag ordered him
to prepare a long-term, com-|
prehensive plan to improve|
the educational quulity, |

“l hope one of the by-|

of ethnic imbalance,” he said, |

Dr. Salten said the rigid |
abllity grouping may be more |
indefensible from an educa-|
tlonal point of wview than
from a segregation viewpaint
and future ability Eroupings
may be highly f{lexible,

Attorney Zuber begins ar-
Bumentg in a state court next
week on a petition to require
the state to pay the cost of
transporting students from the
Lincoln school area to other
schools. They now are carried
on a private bus al parents’
expense.

Zuber did not name the
New Rochelle school system
as o party to the action.
HIGHLAND PARK, MICH.:

This relatively young city,
surrounded on four sides by
Detroit, has a problem comn-
mon to many communities
across the nation: race rela.
tions,

Yet, unllke olher cities,
Highland Park has proved it
can seltle big racial issues
peaceably, without recourse
to & ¢ourt injunction. What's
more, the problem of s¢hool
segregation was resolved
when white and Negro par-
ents banded together to op-
pose policles of the school
board, Instead of being on op-
posite sides.

In 1807, this was a sleepy,
rural area to the north of De-
troit. But Henry Ford built a
factory to make Model T's
here and it grew from 4,000
to 48,000 In the decade around
World War 1. It grew faster in
the 20's when Waller P,
Chrysler established an' auto |
firm in the new city, |

Recent immigrants-Italians
and Syrians - settled in the
southeast corner near the fac-
tories. Bul many left after
World War II and Negroes
moved in, Their children went |
to the Donald Thomson school
and it became predominantly
Negro-nearly 100 per cent by
1961, Most of the white fam-
flies sent thelr children to
Barber school a hall-mile
awiy.,

Redistrict School

In 1p61, the school bowrrd
redistricted and said children
of either race could go to el-
ther school, Negroes thought
the new boundaries were to
keep Thomson segregated; the
whites were unhappy because
the new bondaries meant some
children would have to move |
from mostly-white Barber to |
mostly-Negro Thomson sehool. |

Both sides believed that if |
the boundarles were allowed |
to stand, the remaining white |
families would move op send |
their children to private or |
parochial schools, thus com-|
pletly segregating Thomson, |
As a result, a neighborhood |
group-the Massachuselts Ave-
nue Improvement association
-filed suit in Federal court
against the school board, Two |
white men and two Negro
men were plaintiffs.

The plaintifls argued Thom-
son was being conducted as a
racially segregated school,

Former Federal Judge John
Feikens settled the dispute
out of eourl. He sald he would
rule against the school board-
if it eame to thal-bul suggest-
ed instead that both sides git
down and work the problem
out themselves. Both Thomson
and Barber schools were
closed for & week while & com-
promise golution was worked
out, |

The Thomson boundaries
were slightly changed and it |
was reopened as a K-3 (kin- |
dergarten: to third grade)
school, plus some speclal
clagges for mentally retarded |
children, Barber continued ag
a kindergarten to sixth grade
gchool with the Thomson chil-
dren above the third grade go-
ing there
Crisis Remains

Feikens, now a Delroil al-
torney, sald the school setile.
ment “did nol end the critical
problems of segregnted hous-
ing that capsed the school
crisis’

“The big problam that re-
mains |s one of housing,” Fei-
kens sald, “How are you going
to keep a school integrated
and have a proper balance be-
tween Negto and white chil.
dren , , ., if white people con- |
| tinue to move out and Negroes
{ continue to move in? This
only makes the housing im-
| balance worse
“The problem may eventu
ily solve iteelf i the 2
!rhl:s!1‘~ Avenue Improven Ly
ussociation can convinee the
| white people to stay and then
vducate the Negroes on Im-
| proving the quality of their
homes.”
| Bun Down Homes

The neighborhood generally
is old, often run-down frame
| homes

Thomson

today still has
only a relatively small per-
centEge of white children
among s 275 stiudents, Most
glassrooms have no more than
| five. The bullding is old but

bubble with enthusiasm.

“They get along well to-
gether,"” sald Walter Zellman,
the principal, “These smaller
children don't have any bullt-
up prejudices and animosi-
ties.”

They probably were tpo
Young to realize what was

with their parents carrying
“No Jim Crow School” signs.

In its report on Highland
Park, the civil rights commis-
sion sald the settlement shows
that “if reasonable men sit
down together, reconciliation
of differences is not impossi-
ble."

51, Loulg is facing a prob-
lem of “resegregation" -
schools once bi-racial are be-
coming all-Negro or predom-
inantly Negro because of
ghettoizing housing patterns,

“On the balance, de facto
segregation in the St. Louls
public schools has patently
worsened  during  the last
weven years,' said the U, S,
Civil Rights Commission in its
December report.

It added:

“Not a ltile ‘resegrega-
tion' has developed: that is,
some schools which were pre-
dominantly white or substan-
lially iInter-racial, just after
desegregation, have since be-
come all-Negro sc¢hools or vir-
tually so.”

Mrs. Margaret Bush Wilson,
Negro attorney and fourth
generation St, Loulsan, drew
a rough map of the city. It
showed the Mississippl river
on the east. On the other (hree
sides ghe sketched in a “black
corridor,” where Negro fam-

save

R

toward the center; it's slow  freshly painted and childrenilies live, surrounded by pre-

| dominantly white neighbor-
hoods,

“This corridor of concens
iration of Negroes makes it
| imposible for complete school
integration on any neighbor.
| hood basis,” Mrs, Wilson sald.
| Corridor Binds

She said the school system’s

praducts: will be a rcduc:iunih"l’l"‘"'"g when they plckctcd‘mu!u‘millmn dollar building

program In “black corridor”

of “keeping our people in"

Phillip J. Hickey, St, Louls
| superintendent of instruction,
said the schools are being
built where the children are.

“No one denies we have re-
segregation,” Hickey said.
“But there's no intentional
| segregation.”

James Armstrong Scott, Ne-
gro aslstant superintendent of
schools who helped with the
school site selection, agreed
with Hickey that schools must
be built near heavy populi-
tion areas. He blames the “in.
flux of Negroes into the corri-
dor" for the schools' resegre-
gation problem.

Be that as it may, Negro
leaders say, something must
be done to reverse the trend,

Mrs, Wilson suggests that
the board of education consid-
er some other concept of as-
signment to schools other than
the present nelghborhood
school plan,

Rexoning Plan

Miss Roberts said if the
board desired to improve inte-
gration it would consider a
rezoning plan,

“We redistrict and rezone
political wards, why can't this
be done on the school bound-
ary levels?'' she asks.

nelghborhoods had the effect |

| The Civil Rights (Tnmmlrrr

slon noted that Si. Louls also

had a "serious imbalance in |

the distribution of white and
Negro teachers."” |

Wylie H, Davis, author of |
the ¢ivil rights commission re-
port on St. Louls, wrote:

“Not one predominantly
white school | ., has o Negro
principal. In fact, there are
no Negro principals in any of
the schools , . . whose enroll-
menty  approximate a 50-50
Negro-white ratlo."

Most of the St Louls schools
with predominantly Negro
student bodies have predomi-
nantly Negro faculties; viss-
versa. with predominantly
white schools. Wylle says
there Is no evidence Negro
students suffer educationally
becnuse their teachers are
Negro but there Is no reason
why integration of teachors
necd wait for a masive change
in the student pattern.

Despite its  problems, the
rights commission cites St,
Louis as a place credited with
“remarkable achlevements in
human relations” and there
appeared to be "an oulstand.
Ing exceplion to the general
rule of lack of rapport be.
tween school officials and the
Negro community,"

“The ray of hope is that
the lines of communication
between Negroes and school
officinls wre open,” said a
prominent St Louis Negro
leader,

Vocational iraining in St
Louls schools has no racial
bars but gradustes are having
serious troubles gainlng ad-
mittanee to apprenticeship
Programs,
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AN ARMFUL—A tiny horse called “Brandy" provides a
happy “plek-meup” for Earl Mountbatten, Great Britain's
chiel of defense staff, The Earl, on a good will lour of
Lutin America, saw the plgmy horse while visiting a farm
outside Buenos Alres, which Is noted lorf producing the
world's smallest horses. (UPD

When you think of lighting, think of BEAVER. We have one of the largest
lighting displays in Southern Oregon, Wall lights, ceiling lights, pole
lamps, a light for every rcom in the house, plus outdoor lights. Over 500
differant styles to choose from and at low discount prices.

GAFFERS & SATTLER

ELECTRIC

BUILT-INS

THE ULTIMATE IN GRACIOUS LIVING

MODEL 360 SURFACE UNIT

Suddenly, wonderful things happen to kitchens that have Gaffers & Sattlor built-ins,
What could be lovelier—so completely modern that the richness of life-lime porcelain
purposefully accented by gleaming 1rim? Here are appliances of rrulyﬂmeln'u hnuly-:
dasigned by America’s foremost stylists—perfected through CuHa.rn & Sattler's 38 years
experience in producing the finest. Tel-A-Tronic Signal Center, Five Position Rotisserie,
Roast-A:Malic, Infinite Broiler Conirel—they're all here ready 1o make each meal a

MODEL 20-36 COVEN

tharoughly enjoyable experience from kitchen to table.

DECORATOR COLORS: Brushed Chrome, Coppertone, Turquoise,
Sandalwood, White, Mayfair Pink, Sunny Yellow.

Both For. .. ...

BONUS ALLOWANEE. ... 20.00 Z 1 9
True Luxury at a Budget Price ................

GARBAGE DISPOSALS

5.Year Unconditional Guarantee

30” RANGE
HOOD

In Coppertane with
Fan and Llight

31995

P, LIST $49.95
SALE $2695
PRICE

... 9239,

ONLY. .......ccceeess

® With Rim

® Center Set
With Pop-up

Phone 773-4549

32"x21" JENSEN

Solf Rim Stainless Steel Sink
Mirror finish with Delta "100"
Faucet and 2 Basket Strainers

16" x 26"

MEDICINE
CABINETS

Top Quality
Chrome Frame
with 3 shalves

5695

20x18 COUNTER TOP LAVATORY

White Enamel on Steel

_°29”

| BEAVER ELECTRIC

& PLUMBING SUPPLY COMPANY

2740 No. Pacific Hwy.

DOMESTIC
CAST IRON
SOIL PIPE

4 69|




