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K%G 1‘Associaliilm
Anticipates Long,
Dangerous Season

Salem - Direclors of the
Keep Oregon Green associa-
tion, studying reports of in
all-time recard low snowpack
in Oregon at thelr annual
meeting in Salem  recently,
predicted that the early un-
covering of combustible mate-
riils in the forest “may fore-
shadow possibilities of a high-
1y digastrous forest fire sea-
son” this summer,

ST the situation docsn't
fmprove rapidly forests will
be tinder-dry before long,” ne-
cording to Robert P. Conklin,
U. 5. Plywood corporation
official and president of Keep
Oregon  Green. “Our  only
silvation is the possibility of
# wel spring and summer.”

Conklin said lack of mols-
ture in the woods, coupled
with a halririgger situation
credied by the Columbug Day
Blowdown, could meun the|
need Lo close many forested
areas, This is within the au-
thority of the state forester,
he added.

Littered With Debris

“Our forests are litlered
with a tremendous amount
of debrils, and if a fire gets
doing In one of the areas,
there i§ no telling where iL
will stop," he warned, “This
year, more than any other in
the passt, people who work |,
and play in our forests must
escreise extreme caution with
respect 1o Hre

Conklin sald forest indus
fries In Oregon and govern-
ment prolection agencles are
gearing themselves for an in-
tensive campaign of fire pre-
vention and rapld attack on
any fires which may starl,

He pointed to such joint
efforts ay those carried out
last summer by independent
radio networks used by log
ging operations and  which
served as lookouts for arson.
isls in the Jackson and Jose
phine counties prea,

“However,” Conklin said,
“the most effective lool to
saleguurd our forests during
{hreatening time is the coup-
eration and help of all peo.
ple in thelr careful use of
fire and observance of [ire
wirning signs and slgnals.”
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Bill Proposes
Revealing Annual
Inferest Charges

Salem — P - A plea for
“truth-in-lending” was met by
charges of “technical difficul-
ties” at a hearing Monday
night before the Senate Com-
mittee on Financial Affairs.

Al issue was a bill that
would require retail outlets
to disclose the annual rate of
simple Interest they charge.

Sen, Don Willner (D-Port-
land) sponsor of the bill, said
if it pmsses, “consumers will
know possibly for the first
time" how much interest they
aclually are paying.

The bill was supported by
the Oregon Savings and Loan
Association, six credit unions,
the AFL-CIO, the Grange, and
the Oregon Farmers Unlon.

Retailers opposed it, They
said it was unnecessary, would
confuse the publie, and would
be “Impossible for dealers to
administer.”

J. D, MacEwan, speaking
for a group of Portland retail-
ers, said it Is “normal business
practice” to guote interest on
& monthly rather than a year-
ly rate. He sald retallers
would experience *technical
difficulties’ in changing the
wiys they describe Interest,
Public Said Conlused

Willner said the public is
confused by five methods cur-
rently used in figuring inter-
esl.

Clarence Brooks of the
Grange added the bill only
seeks “open faced truth.”

Charles Wentworth ol the
Oregon Auto Dealers Associa-
tion replied it would be im-
possible to figure aulo con-
tracts on the basis of simple
annual interest.

Frank Gelger of Meler and
Frank stores said the bill
would penalize reputable deal-
ers in an effort to reach a few
unethieal ones. He sald it
would be a big job for Meier
and Frank to figure annual
intrest rates for people who
buy items each month on the
revolving charge account sys-
tem,

Willner conceded a bill be-
fore the U. S, Congress, spon-
sored by Sen, Paul Douglas
(D:111.) would make an Oregon
law unnecessary. Bul, he said,
“No one knows if the bill will

‘llibl.llman Infroduces
Car Shortage Bill

Washington -UPl- Rep. Al
Ullman (D - Ore) has intro-
duced a bill intended lo re-
duce a shorlage of rallroad
treight cars which has been
particularly severe in the
West

Ullman said the shortage
lwas Yespecially  harmful” to
the western lumber industry
hecause of its need for longer,
wide-door cars.

The bill was seen as an in-
centive to railroads to main-
toin more c¢ars. The Interstate
Commerce Commission would
be wllowed to take the level
of freight car ownership inlo
consideration in determining
the rate a rablroad would pay
for use of cars owned by oth.
er rallronds,

Similiar logislation has been
introduced in the Senate by
Sen. Warren G. Magnuson
‘ (DWash.),
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WOMEN AS HEADS OF HOUSEHOLDS |

The number of U. S. households headed by & woman now
has climbed past the 10 million milestone, and In this spring
of 1863, an astounding total of more than 18 oul of every |
100 American households is headed by a woman.

Not in our country's history have so many women been
the sole or primary income-producers, buyers and financial
managers of so many households. Jusl since 1855, the num-
ber of households headed by women has more than doubled.
As recently as 1950, the proportion of houscholds headed by
& woman was 14 per cenl; it's now up to 18.5 per cent. In
contrast to the total of households headed by women, those
headed by men are only around 4 milllon. (The balance of
our 54,652,000 households are headed, of course, by husbands
and wives,)

In social welfare-minded government circles, the
reascns and implications of Lthis trend are coming in for
mounting attention. Bu! even among businessmen who
are aware of the significance of our changing popula-
tion "mix,"” there are few who gnize the challeng
and opportunities inherent in the fact thai women now
dominale so many millions of households. What are
some reasons, implications?

A first obvious reason is the facl thalt women in the U.S.
on average outlive men, and so in their older years they
become household heads simply because they are widows,
In almost 8§ million households the woman is & widow and
the average age of women heading households 1s 58, In the
35-44 age group the tolal of woman-headed households starts
to rise steeply, hils a peak in the 55-84 age calegory.

A second obvious reuwson s the tale of separation and
divorce in the US. In another 1.5 million households the
woman is scparaled from her husband. In 1.2 million she
is divorced.

A third obvious reason (s the large number of women
who never murry. In almost’ 1.5 million households the
woman is single.

A fourth obvious reason is the extent to which women
have become wage-earners and financlally independent in
recent years, Only a few decades ago, women who were
widowed, separated, etc,, would have been compelled to live
with relatives because they couldn't earn the paychecks to
finance living alone. Now, 55 per cent of the s¢parated
women, 37 per cent of the widowed or divorced women
and 44 per cent of the single women are working. These
percentages dwarf the total proportion of women in our
work force and the proportion living with their husbands
who are working.

Finally, an obvious reason is the development of our
social security and private pension systems in this gen-
eration. Again, women who a few decades ago could
not possibly have headed their own households affer
losing their husbands can now swing i! because they
do have pension checks and they have, or can earn
extra income as well.

What does this imply to businessmon? To me it merely
implies a great and growing need for “smaller” products
and packages in bhundreds of areas - ranging from food (o
refrigerators. Of the 10,131,000 woman-headed households
more than 5,540,000 are headed by a woman who Is an in-
dividual, and chances are six out of seven this woman s
complelely alone. To huge numbers of these, the famlily-
size package Is Ireitating and wasteful, Surely i implics
a great and growing need for compoct apartments, designed
for ‘one person and centrally located. Surely it implies a
greal and growing need for recrestlon and community
activities aimed at pleasing the older woman who is widowed,
divorced, single. While tourism leaders in our country may
deny this, they are flagrantly neglecting this woman's teeds |
-and there are many among these women who have plenty |

of time and money lo spend on lelstire activities,

What does this imply to officials in Washington? In
the words of Dr. Paul C. Glick of the U.5, Census Bu.
reau, "A responsibility to help the needy among these
women keep eating end shellered.” Moreover, Glick
repeatedly emphasized in our talk that, “these women
are at nges when doctor bills become heavy and they

have only their Social Security checks to rely on.”

The trend toward more woman-headed households will
continue to reach new peaks, for our whole population is
living longer and women still #re outliving men. It's more
than time for uws to wake up to this phenomenon in our
society, to give it the searching analysis it demands, to [md|
out what it means to all of us, |

Promotion of Ashland Area
Facilities Reviewed at

The Mt. Ashland ski aren
and the Oregon Shakespear-
ean Festival will work hand-
in-hand In bringing tourists
to southern Oregon, the Med- |
ford Chamber of Commerce
roundtable was told Monduy. |

Speaking were Bill Brooks,
Medford, local ski enthusiast |
who Is promoting the Mt, Ash-
land skl development, and
William Patton, Ashland, gen-
eral manager of the Oregon
Shakespearcan Festival.

Brooks, who recently re-
turned from & trip to Europe
for skiers, reviewed what the
Bachelor Butte ski develop-
ment has done for the Bend,

Ore., ares, He mentioned that | cluded by

Bend was one of a few places
that had snow thig year along
with Mt. Ashland.

“Persons will travel thou-
sands of miles to gkl,” he said,
commenting t hat Califoraia
ski groups hod chartered 11
airplanes to Europe Lhis sea-
son. He added that this was a
35 per cent increase over the
previous yesr.

Commenting aboul the
Bend area, Brooks said that
in a8 two-weck period near
New Yeor's, some 15,000 ski
lift rides were bought. He
stressed that Bend is In an
Isolated area and commented
on the income lo the area for
food, lodging, gasoline, and
such items, that had been
made during the two-week
pieriod,

Patton stressed that Lthe
Festival has trled to get a
winter scason theater oper-
ating in Ashland. Such a
theater would fit into the ski
program, he continued, since
it would provide entertain-
ment in the evenings. Such a
program also would encours
age student actors to remain
here, making early rehearsals
for the Shakespearcan plays
possible, thus lengthening the
Season. |
Benelit From Festival |

Palton explained that Ash-
land is not the only commu-
nity which benefits from the
festival, Patrons are lodged in
motels from Yreka, Calil, to
Grants Pass, he explained,
adding that the festival *'got
good support in its building
program’” from the Grants
Piss motel owners.,

He urged the Mt Ashland
ski resort backers not lo exag-
gerale whal they have to oller
the skier the first year, In
tlus wiy they will not be dis-
appointed and will want to re
turn.

This point also was stressed |
by Brooks

“The Mt. Ashland ski area
has a great potential, Let us
not get too greedy.” |

He vreferred to inflated |
prices for essentinl services |
necded by the tourists, He|

mentloned that when this hap-
poens, the skier may nol re-|
turn, or will drive an extra
100 miles to return home, |
Plans Mentioned |

Plans to develop Mt Ash-|
land as a ski area were men-
tioned as carly as the mid- |
10308, Harold Wall mentioned
that he and his wife skied on

Mi, Ashland Ocl. 4, 1539, and
later on Memorial day
1840,

Snow is on the north slope

for a considerable time before | ™

and after snow s wisible on
the south slope, This was ex-|
plained due to the steepness|
of the south slope, previlliag |
winds, and the southern es-
posure

The ski area will be reach-
ed by a road approximutels
seven miles long from an in-

Siskiyou summit,

Bruoks commented that
there are few slides on .
slopes due to the (recs. He con- |
saying that the!
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Ask a Pontiac owner how
he likes Wide-Track
and you'll know why

we put it
in Tempest,

Try a Wide-Track Tempest

on a road like this

and you'll begin fo wonder

if there really are
any roads like this.

Look at Tempe

and when yo

Now there are two Kinds of Wide-Track cars... Pontiac and Tempest

DEAN & TAYLOR PONTIAC CO., Inc.

217 SOUTH PACIFIC HIGHWAY
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MEDFORD, OREGO!

TRACKRS AMD GO

SED cARS

Yo,

i

kicking your

{!i'lfil': all |

. L
- Bl

delicious
oyster stew...

o i r~ 2
210

o i L\-u-"

— T E—r——

i,

i Y

P TS T I T A R e L A R i T L

Gy 7 Ry




