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Medford Volunteer
lllustrates Peace

Corps in Action
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1 Vounteer Tevan Guss, 24, of Medford, teaches math, general seience, biology, histary and speeeh at o parochial secondary sehonl i Panta Gorda,
i flshing villoge on the southern coast of British Honduras, Pundn Gorda can be reactied only by sea and aif and 5 the most Bolated spol in
Central America where voluptecrs are statloned. Here Guss supervises a volleyball game behind the school,
.
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Punta Gorda, British Honduars—A young Medford teacher is helping raise the level A quiel, [Iriendly person, Guis shares a white [rame house on the edge of the ;
of instruction in the schools of this small central American colony of Great Britain Caribbean with Erwin and Tacko Wong. a volunteer couple from Honolulu. The 1 1f
He is 24 yearold lrvan H. Guss, one of 33 Peace Corps volurteers who have been Wongs are tescherdrainers and spend much of their time traveling in the back - I
working in British Honduras since last September country visiting rursl schools
About onestwelfth the size of Oregon, British Hondurss is a tropical country of Right next door to he house, is e parochiial hjgh school in which Guss teachios
93,000 people. 1t has been promised Us iIndependence as soon as b tan s is civil miith ‘el stlence; biology, lustory and specch. I 15 an arduous schedule, and
service with | peaple lncing the expatriates who are now on the govern. one night a week he teaches an adull class, and' four nights helps students
ment payroll. E then, is viewed as a basic means of achieving the goal of with their home work
sell-government The school was so short of staff that 1 would have been unable 1o open last fall
Eighteen of the volunteers are stationed in Belize, the country’s hol, sleamy had it not been for Guss and the Wongs, The Heron brought them to Punta Gorda
capitul. The others;, including Guss, are scattered throughout the country in rural on & Sunday morning., They unpacked, had a shorl meeting with the principal and
districts. They léach a variely of subjects: glish, science. biology, chemistry, math, the next morning were already in the ¢lasstoom
physieal education, metal working, shorfthand, typing and bookkeeping. Life in Punta Gordn has an unhurried, sleepy gquality to it. There is nol much
In mddition, 10 volunteersg act as teachep-irainers who visit schools and help local 1o do al night except attend n mosquitory performonce al an outdoor movie the-
teachers 1o become more effective in the classroom. ater whieh shows anclent American films, Usually Guss Just manages to get his
As 18 true in most undeveloped countries, British Honduras suffers [rom an papers gruded snd his next doy’s lessons prepared before the loeal generator runs
4 acute shorlage of skilled teachers, So. greal i the need here that apprentice teachers out of gns and the lighte go off sboul 10 pan
| often start when they sre only 14 and fresh oul of the eighth grode. When the Says G “TPve adjusted to the slow poace of Jife here and the iselation.  Often "
pline careving the contingent of volunteers touched down at Belize airport, the i the evening 'L Just sit oul in feont of the house and wilel the moon éome up
number of people in the country with unjversily de was mote Lthan doubled. aut of the sea. IV's the frsl Hime in omy e (hat I know exactly when the moon d
Guss lives in Punta Gorda, & [ishing community of 1,600 people on the southern comes up
coast of the couniry & few miles north of the Guatemalan border. Puntn Gorda can Guss was a studenl ol Southern Oregon college for two yeiurs and then earned
be reached only By air wnd with the Heron, an antiquated boat which makes week- lix BA tn education at Oregon State university in 1061 The next year he taught
ly trips between P Gorda and Belize 100 miles to the nortly, This part of the math and chemistry at Adrain High school, He l& the son of Mr. and Mrs. Henry
coast llas' a hotho clunate and an annual rainfall of 1B0 inches. Giiss, 1041 Mt. Pitt ave., Mediord
)
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frvan Guss shown In his Pumla Gorda elasirooms Walking with Erwin and Tacko Wong In rain, Medford voluntegr prepires mornings work.
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