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Divorce Laws Remain Problem 411 Years After King Henry vill
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long separation a ground for
King divorce - had been originally
and his troubles with|recommended by a commitiee | cruelly
headed by the
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years ago In 1552,
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“indicated that about a third

permits| of the illegitimate children
only the deserted partner to|born in this country annually
many |
to religious con-
victions, financial reasons or!apparently lving in perma-

about 37,000 - arg born to
cohabliting parents who are

|r|ont unlorn but are unmart-
ru'd

*Ii is therefore reasonable
to assume that o large pro.
portion of cohabiting parents
would get married if they
were not under the disability
of being refused a divorce
{from a previous pariner.'"
Children Illegitimate

He said statistics indicaled
there are between 100.000
and 200,000 illegimate chil-
dren of such unions “brought
up in an atmosphere of de-
ceil, Insecurity and guilt.”

Laborite John Parker, who
said he felt It ought to be
Imadu harder lo get married,
thought
low.

“Other statistics show," he
said, “that there are at least
three million people in this
eouniry who were born illegi-
timate. Aboul a million of
them are either adopled or
legitimated by the gubsequent
marriage of their parents. But
that still leaves about two
millions persons who are ille-
gitimate."”

Parker said that of this
group it was estimated the
gO0000D  children lived ar
were living wilh parems who
could not marry because of
the present divorce laws.
Women Oppose

Conservative Nicholas Rid-
ley said he had had lellers
from various women's organ-
izations asking him to op-
pose the bill. From other
members it was apparent the
women's organizations are
worried that a completely in-
nocent wife might {ind her-
self divorced simply because
her husband had left her for

SEVEN YORTE,

The Solicltor General, Sir
Peter Rawlinson, sald Abse's

bill was a' malter on which
the government was taking
no stand because it concerned
the social =l ethical beliels
of members. He called the at-
tention of the House, how-
ever, to the fact that dissolu-
tien of marringe without the
vommission of a matrimonial
offense was a new principle
in British divorce law.

Abse told United Press In-
ternational that the real op-
position to his bill avoided
the “spotlight" In Commons
and was saving ils strength
for the commitiee stage, He
sild he was optimistic about
the reconcillation proposals,
however, and did not antioi-
pale any lrouble when the
bill went up to the House of
Lords.

“As you Americans prob-
ably know," he sald, “there
are more divorces among the
aristocracy than among coms
moners."

Bargaining Bill
Passed in House

Salem - UM - Public em-
ployees would be allowed to
enter into collective bargain-
ing agreements with state and
local governments under a
bill passed Wednesday by tha
House.

Rep. Edward Whelan (D-
Portland) sald the bill also
would allow public employees
{o join any labor organization
of their cholce. The measure
went to the Senate.

Whelan sald it was only
permissive, not mandatory.

Rep, Sidney Bazett (R-
Granis Pags) sald the Oregon
Public Employees assoclation
opposes the bill

He termed it an encroachs
ment on local governments,

The House also passed, 35«
24, and sent Lo the Senate n
bill to reduce the firemen's
work week from 72 to 36
hours,

Teachers Win John
Hay Fellowships

Salem-rl-Two Oregon
high school leachers are
among 00 in the nation o
win 1963.84 John Hay fellow-
ships, the State Department
of Education has snnounced,

They are Delmer W. Acbi-
schee, music teacher at Sjus.
law High school in Florence,
and Raymond L. Chapman,
gocial studles teacher al For.
est Grove Unlon High school.

Abse’s figures (oo

TERM REDUCED

Portland-UPt-A 80-day jall
term imposed on Bandon lum-
berman Wilfred S, Lalrd, 58,
has been reduced to 30 days
by Federal Judge John F.
Kilkenny. Laird was sentenc-
ed Jan. 30 after entering a
guilty plea to a federal ine
come tax charge, He alse was
fined $14.000,

—

e, ST




