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On Aug. 22, 1945, a weck
after World War 1T ended
with Japan's defeal, 10 mem-
bers of the ultra-nationalist
Japan Productive party sat in |
a circle on the ground in|
downtown Tokyo. As they
chanted their apologles to Em-
peror Hirohito for losing the
war and bringing humiliation
{o him and the nation they
pulled pins from hand gre-
nodes and blew themselves to
bite,

Wives Too

Less than a weck later,
three wives of these victims
went to the same spot and
shot themselves to death,

There have bheen no more
such maks suicides in Japan
these days, But there has been
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Some who succeed are frus-
trated lovers. Some are disap-
pointed students,

Some take their lives be-
cause of financisl troubles.
Some want to end their exisi-
ence because of crippling in-
jurles.

Some are like the teen-age
high school girl who killed
herself because ghe could not
get rid of pimples that spolted |
her face.
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Sasagawa was 21 when he YOURS 8 8
died. He was studying hard FOR

{or the tough entrance exami-
nalions that Japanese studenty
face when sceking entry into
the major colleges. He had
{ailed twice. He was studying
every spare maoment.

His father, Korl Sasagawa,
fold his son to rest and not |
gludy so hard when the youth
complained of the constant
noise of a pile driver at a con-
struction site near their home,

e day the youth rushed
outside and raced down the
streel. Before anyone knew
what he was doing or could
stop him, young Sasagawa
thrust his head under the plle
driver, which crushed hin'I
skull like an eggshell,

Some of the suicides are
like 24.yearold Shigeyuki
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kawa, a frustrated mavie and |
telovigion  actor. Umekawn
took an overdose of sleeping
pills, A friend found him be-
fore it waz too late

Like g0 many of those who
succeed, Umekawa's redason
for wanting to end his own
life was unreauited love
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All high level radiation

Now, there are aboul 50|aon sterilization by radiation|work will be done at the Cen-

research projects under way of
on campus involving radio-
active materials or radiation |

meat and seafood,

NOW YOU KNOW

By Uniled Press International | system, and use of radioiso-

The practice of adding an|topes as & research tool in
agricul-
physical sci-

extra day to every fourth year | biological  sciences,
forestry,
the astronomers of Julius Cae- | €nces, engineering, etc,
gar in 48 B.C. according o |House Laboraiories

|the Encyclopedia Brittanica.
365 days and six hours, the |of radiation hazards,”

ycar sized.

insect | ter;
'rumancn to chemicals, radia- | studies will be continued in

The new Center will house
Tho_', determined that gince |a number of laboratories de-

Oregon Suite's efforits in|the solar year's length was|signed for “absolute control
Dr.

o “"!| 15 yesrs when the chemistry |extra hours should be added | Chih H. Wang, director of
up into a full day every fourth ] the Radiation Center, empha-

low level radiation

| tion resistant bacteria, o{fects| the various departments. A
of radiation on the nervous! Campus Radiation Safety

commitiee is managing an

Atomie Energy Commission
“broad byproduct license,"
under which such research
projects are carried out.
Radiaion health- or  the
implications, good and bad,
that radiation has on humans
- will draw gpecial attention
in the expanded program of
work planned after the Cen-
ter is completed, Wang said,
Equipment will be provided

the Oregon atmosphere;
checking radioactivity levels
in foods; measuring minute
amounts of radioactivity, de-
rived either from natural or
artificial sources: snd proe-
ducing high levels of ionizing
radiation for studies in radia-
tion science,

Used Successfully

In recent years, too, radio-
isotopes have been used soe-
cessfully as =&  disgnostic|
means and therapeutical

mon diseases, Wang added.
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means for a number of com- |

Half of the funds for con-|

Radiation Research Center Started on University Campus

to do such basic work nilstruclwn of the Center came
measuring nuelear fallout mr!ram federal gran

is; ﬂu rst

|trom state funds. Fede l
grants include §200,000 fr
thc Nationsi Science Founda
tion and $177.640 from the
»ational Institutes of Health.

The Atomic Energy Com-
mission is expected to pro-
vide additional funds for spe-
cial equipment in the Center
in addition to a §25,000 equip-
| ment grant awarded a few
months age. It is anticipnated
that a big research nuoiear
reactor will be established at
the Center in years to ec
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