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New Question Now Raised About Orbit Flight of Cooper

By ALVIN B, WEBB JA.

United Press International

Cape Canaveral-UPi-A new
question s ralsed about the
upcoming 22-orbil space
flight of U8, astronaut L
Gordon Cooper Jr:

Is this trip really necces
wary?

There is no simple answer
hecause there is no simple
formula for weighing scien-
tific merits against propagan.
da wvalues In such under-

takings

Besides which, the admin.|
istrative officialdom of the
federal space agency shud-
dors at the word “propagan-
da,”" despite the fact that it 1s,

deliberutely or pol, & part of

every US. shot inlo space
The cold fact is that, il

Cooper's VoYage 15 a succoss,

it will provide & shot in the |
arm that the US|

“Imagc
manned space-flighl program
needs—or thinks It needs—
on two count

To purtinlly deaden the
bad taste of seientific inferior.
ity left by the spectacular So-
viel “space brothers” flights
of cosmonauts Adrian Niko.
layev: and Pavel Popovich
last August

To keep the whole busi
ness of manned conguest of
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space in the public eye. When
money-secking  time comes
around agaln next January,
the space agency will hive (o
have something to show lor

mosg

i
Has Some Merit

But from a purely scienti
fic viewpoint, the question
about the necessity of Gordon
Cooper's mid-May flight ap-

in
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Cooper depressurize the cab
He wouid be protected
unly by his spacesull, a situa.
I'tion that astronauts of the fu-
| ture presumably will have Lo
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Bul, disappointingly, it
stops there. This situation can
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the in & ground-based pressure
its | chamber, Still untouched will

1Hve
—

he the true value of guch an
experiment—permitting the
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capsule

venlure outslide thel

Some disgruntled experts’

feel the depressuringzing gim- | space. Three Russians already
mick should have been tried have done it

earlier—perhaps on the orhi-
tal flights of astronsuts M

Beyond thel, the value of
Ihe asgironsul’s actual pres
Scott Carpenter or Walter M. | ence on this particular flight
Schirra Jr. last year. That
would have paved the way
for Cooper to carry I that one
important step further.

Another Important |_\|,n-r'i-
ment will have Cooper taking
a pair of four-hour naps in

becomes more questionable
Radiation experiments will be
carried along, but there is
doubt that these will add sig-
nificantly to what unmanned
satellites already have
learned
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Ashland - Glenn T. Mat-
thews, president of the South-
ern Oregon college Oregon
State Employces association
chapter, has announced the
recelpt of a gavel set award:
ed for the best percentage of
membership' gain in the en-
tire stale
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