The Vanishing Post Office; From 69 to 13 in Jackson County
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appointed rounds,” has been quoled frequently in ap-
precintion of the work of mall curriers. It appears abovi
the marble entrance of the Now York City post office
Written on Tablels

The statement was made, post office history notes,
when messages written on tablets of bronze were carried

ide fast horses during the fifth century. The
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First In Jackson County

I'he first one in Jackson county was at The Dar.
danelles. There s no dispute about that. It was estab-

Hshed in 1852 with William G T"Vault as postmaster
His name appears in the history of the earliest post

offfees in Oregon

aof Congress, dated March 3, 1847, the
post offices what s became the

itory was authorized. In that ¥ear post offices

Astoria and Oregon City with Postmaster

latter

tn
Oregon ter

were

W G

opened at

I"Vault

arnelius Gillinm was appointed special agenl or post

[T
ufl the

in clhiarge

v inspector for the Oregon territory in 1847, George
Oregon's first governor, had written Pres

don IK requesting appropriation for transportation

of muils In Oregon and W Oregon, adding We have

ters and a spectal agent but no mail™

Routes Are Established

Past routes had been established from Oregon City
and from Astoria, three in all. They were: “From As
toria o Independence, Missourl. From Oregon Cily, via
Fort Vancouver and Fort Nesqually to the mouth of
Admuralty inlet; apnd from Oregon City up the Willumeoeltle
river 1o the Kolamit river and thence in the direction of
San Franeiseo.”

Gilllwm was to “Cause the mall to be carcied on sald
rolites ynd to seleey suituble and competent persons at
praper polnts fop postmasters.™

‘e amount of pay will be the entire yield of the
respective offices on the routes over and above the com-

miszions to the postmasters, respectively,” his insrue-
tions read
Contract for Transporiation

Anpual feport on Dee. 2, 1848, announced: ““This
department hags made a contact for the transportation
of the malls across the isthmis, ffom Chagres to Panama,
o that in’ future there will be regular monthly mail
[rom Charleston by Havana, Chogres, and Panama (o
Oregon.”

Gilliam: wax aecidently killed in 1848 while defend
ing his people against an Indian oulbreak

I 1851 there were post officea ip 10 conntios 10 the

COregon teeritory. Jackson was not one of thom

The First Dardanelle post office, established in 1B52,
was discontinued v 1854 but reopencd Oet, 20, 1855
Nine years lnter i1 was discontinued bul only to be re.
extablished in TATT for one year of serviee. In 1878 il
was consolicdated with Jacksonville, to which the mail
was transferred,

Markor Is Testimonial

The Dardanclles, where a marker now stands as
testimonial to its history, was a stage station located
on the south bank of Rogue river across from the present
town of Gold Hill

The Jacksonville post office, contlrary to populae be
lief, wis nol the next post office authorized in Jackson
county. Vs, however, the oldest in continuous service

The second post olfice was Mansaneta, established in
1853, A letter, written by Mrs, Mary M. Coker in 1038,
tells of a Mansaneta school, which stood about two miles
from Centreel Point on what 5 now the old Pacilie
highway. Her mother, Margery E. Magruder, attended
the schoal

11 15 assumed thal the post office was in approximate.
ly the same ares. Willlam . Rose was the postmasier
for the three yeara thiat the post office was in operation,
Ditference In Spelling Name

There is o difference of opinion on the spelling of
the name, A letter from Leslie M. Lowell, WA, his-
torinn, gave Manzanita as the correet spelling and verl
lied It by quoting from the (fles of W L. P, Plymale,
official survevor of Jackson county in 18G4

The Jacksonville post office wag estalilishod in 154,
Iwo  years after Jackson county  was organized com
prising what are now the countice of Coos, Curry and
Jackson

Seviral mon have beon named i
a8 Lhe first postmastors ol Jacksonville
Nat Langwell and R

historial writings
Jumes Cluggage,

or Langell Dugan. Lewis a Me
Arthur, secretary of the Oregon Geographic board, set
tled on Dugan. He said that Dugan served until Sylvester
H. Taylor was appointed Dec, 18, 1834

Opens Jacksonvilie Bank

In 1866, Cornelius €. Beekman opended his bank
In Jacksonville and estublished the stage line to Yreka.
In addition to corrying gold dust, he carried letiers
and pewspapers for 81 each

T'Vaull, the wversalile first posimasier al Oregon
City and Dardanclles, continued to Jacksonville. He had
published ‘The Spectator, the first newspaper west of
the Rocky mountaing, ol Oregon City, and he entered the
newspaper feld an Jacksonyitie, pulishing the Table
Iock News He died in Jacksonville in the smallpox
rpidemic of 1BHD

Four post offices woere established In 1865 in Porl
Ovlord, Loland, Gold River and Ashland Mills. Port Oy
fard was chonged into Coos county, Leland intp Joge
phine county and  Ashland Mills hecame Ashland in
1871 with Abel D, Helman postmaster, and Gold
River was discontinued in 1B5D

The

First Postmaster
Phoenix was the next post office authorized in Jack-
son county. Samuel Miller was the first postmaster. The
original site was across the street from the old Phoenix
grist mill. The 100th anniversary wias observed In 1957,
The names of some of the short-lived early post
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The Medford post office was In this location on North
wehind the sutomoblle (ownership unknown) The alley to the far right is the one which the ety of Medford has
ieeery neked to vacate for expansion of Munn's department slore

lection of W. E. (Gene) Thomas, 41, Ashland, ave., Medlord.

Central ave

ave inspired numerous legends, which will prob-
never be proved or disproved
Bunecom %

nply
one of these, 1L served the lively town
close to the fumous Sterling mine from 1898 to 1917, At
the opening of World War T the town still had a siore
and post office and was served twice a week by the

Blue Locdge Mine stage from Jucksonville, Some gay the
lown w named for a man named Buncom and others
Insist that 1L got its title from the fact that a miner was

buneoed in & deal

Asbestos in the Beagle distriet was in existence from
TR (o 1018

In Laurslhurst Reglon

Leeds tn bthe Laurelburst area of the Upper Rogue
wis namod for W. H. Loeds, » time publisher of the
Ashiland Tiding

Stored th g { olfice rfecords a diploma-like
cortificate. ¢ AT w sohl of the United States postal
department and sgned by David M Kev, postmaster
genernl of the United Stute It anno = the wppoint.
ment of George A King as postmaster at Big Butte “to

hold office during the plessure of the postmuister gens

eral of the U, S

Linkville, Yanax, Drows Valley, Spikenard, Shaoke
Steinman, Ulvstad, Lilyglen, and Swastika sre in the
long list of nomes which few people now residing in
Jackson county would recall as post offices

A post office wus established ot Willow Springs in
1004 with Samuel P. Dean ps postmaster, The name
wits later changed (o Tolo und, a8 Tolo, continued until
1018 with the muil sent in to Central Point
Post Offices Established

e Table Roek, Eagle Point and Central Point post
olflees were ¢stubilizshed In 1872, Constant Magruder was
the fivst postmaster at Contral Polod, which was changed
to w branch of the Medford office in 1057, Andrew Me-
Nell was the Eagle Point postimaster and Thomas Granini
tarted the Table Rock office, necording to postal records.

The Iatter was discontinued, upparently, and re-
authorieed during the early cighties and operated until
1906, when the mail was token intoe' the Central Point
office. Postmpsters remgmbered by old timers are Will
Honsen, 5. M. Nealon, J. €. Pendleton and Ed Davis
Valley, called Valley, when
throuih the reporting the
1873 with James W
ued in service until 1953
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Had Unpredictable Career

homas ML, ghanged o Spikenard
dictable career, The office was authorized in 1879 with
Thirston T, Thomns as postmasier. In 1883 It bacame
Spikenard and the mall was sont W' Sams Valley, From
1884 wintil 1805 the mall went to Asbestos and [rom
1807 to 1003 it went to Beagle

In 1801, In the Applegale ares, o post office wnaa
operited under the name of Kibli with Kaspar J. Kubli
as postmaster, In 1007 the office wid discontinued

From 1014 to 1922 there was 0 Wellen post offies
and Hugo von der Hellen was the (irst postimaster

tn the Agote desert, where [lowers bloom in pro-
fusion in spring and agatles work their way through the
slicky soll o the Joy of roek hounds, & post oflice was
apened in 1004 with Jeflerson 5. Grigsby as postmaster

had an unpre-

I owas located jud acrods the ropd from Jock Mont-
gomery's atore where farmers could buy many things
from strong drink to stick candy al the turn of the

century. The pout office closed in 1007,
One Moved Into Counly

White many post offices were established in Jackson
county (when it ook inomueh more territory) and moved
into other counbies, one was moved into Jackson county
from another sipte. Copper was authoriged in' Sigkyiou
vonnty, Callforiin, in 1914 and was moved into Jackson
county an 1024, Tl eontinued in secvice until TH3E.

While the number of post affices hias been reduced,

the business his been expanded
“The phenomenal growlh," of which the city of
Medford wrote in 1908 in an effort (o get city des

livery servien established, sounds infinttesimal today.

It pead in part: “The ety council has Jusl taken an of-
fleial census of the city and It shows a population of
L The postal ¢ s for the tescal year, ending Juno
1 woere 512 receipty for the vear ending
June 20, 1005, hod been $5,701,80" (The big boom was
in Medford

Ax

tant Postmaster

The first assistant postmaster generiah C. P, Granfield
roplied to Medford's request. “You are informed that a
post office Inspector has been detalled to visit your eity
and ascertaln whether the requircments of the régula-
tiong rearding sidewalks, streel lights, street signs and
Hause numbers have been mel"

On June 21, 1008, the letter came directing the post-
master (o establish city delivery service employing two
muil earviers, Apparontly the sidewalks, streel signs and
numbers had heen added to the satisfaction of the in-
speetion viee, The post office was opened al ils present
logation May 14, 1916, after several moves about the eity.

For many veurs, no new posl offices were established
in Jackion county, 1l wis a period of reduction, not
addition, In the post olfice business, Then came World
Wir Il and Jackson county's youngest post office, White
City, eame inta belng

The officinl list now reads Medford, Ashland, Butie
Falls, Eagle Point, Jacksonville, Gold Hill, Phoenix,
Prospeet, Rogue River, Talent, Traill, Shudy Cove and
White City,

fn the early 10005 The post office sign I8

All photographs of post offices are from the col-




