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Political Nit-Picking

It is, of course, necessary that the state leg-
islature meet periodically, to overhaul our laws,
pass needed new ones, raise taxes to pay for state
gervices, and so on.

But if some fair and effective method of do-
ing the same thing otherwise could be devised,
we'd be d];uat a8 haplpy

For the biennial sessions make for a lot of
useless noise and irritation; a lot of thoughtless
shooting-from-the-hip; a lot of silly talk and

29 | recriminations; and an unexampled opportunity

to play politics and get one's name in the paper.

THE most recent example of what we have in
mind was recounted on Page 1 of Monday's
headlined *“Senate Ex-

et.” The story quoted a number of senators who

——— | eriticized the governor (or, according to political

persusasion, Senator Morse) for their report on

Les | the Boardman situation last Friday,
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Now their appearance before a joint session
of the legislature may or may not have been
“grandstanding” or a “waste of time.”

But the fact is that they both have worked

Oregon, have worked together (and who would
have expected THAT?) to do the job, and have
had some real success. Carping criticism hardly
does justice to the crities, y

UST how valuable to the state of Oregon the

Flight o’ Time

ford and Jackson County
c'lﬁl:tdn: h;m the files of The
Mail Tribune 10, 20, 30, 40
and S0 years a0,

Boardman project will ultimately be remains
to be seen.

Yet the fact that Governor Hatfield and Sen-
ator Morse—who have never felt any particular
loss of love betwixt them, either politically or
versonally—ean set aside their personal and po-
]iLical feelings and sit down to do a job for the

10 YEARS AGO
Feb. 20, 1853 (Wednesday)

The city of Medford wis
commended toduy on the qual-
ity of its water in @ letter re-
celved by City Superintendent
Robert Duff from the sfate
board of health in Salem,

A bill jn the state legisla-
ture whith would permit the
sale of the Medford armory
site will have to be amended
before It can he pasded, It ap-
peared today.

20 YEARS AGO
Feb, 20, 1943 (Monday)
Oregon State Guard of Med-
ford holds first oulside ma-
neuvers on Roxy Ann bulle.
From Arthur Perry's "Ye
Smudge Pot" column: “A
March wind, only four doys
ahead of schedule, blew Ihl.x
morning, with no great gusto.”

30 YEARS AGO
Fob, 20, 1923 (Wednesday)
Red Scheel stars as Med.
ford High school basketball
team defents Ashland 43 to
13 to clinch trip to state tour-
nament,
Lodi, Calif,, youlh, missing
four days, found drowned in
Spignet creck in Evins valley,

40 YEARS AGO
Feb, 20, 1823 (Thursday)

Ralph Cowgill, Jnckson
county representutive, says
1923 session  of leglsinture
swiis tough, but the best one
for years.”

Jackson county lumbermen
predict 1923 will be record
breaking year for lumber
saleg and production

e i

50 YEARS AGO
Feb. 20, 1813 (Seturday)
Senator  Chamberlain  op
phsts confirmation of John F.
Puller a8 Jacksonville posts
musier .
New  organizution
to show local scenic atirace
tlons to tourists and visitors.

What's Your 1.0.7
Mine or ten correet ly auperior;

seven or eight is excellent; five or
six is good.

formed |

state which they believe will be beneficial, bodes
well for the state.

Rather then politically-motiviated nit-picking,
artisans on both sides would be better advised to
ollow the example set b{l the governor and senior

senator, and get on with the job of serving the
state.—E.A

Shifting the Tax Burden

There is some merit to the thought expressed
by State Rep. Cornelius Bateson of Salem, to the
eg'fect that property taxes should be limited to
bearing only costs “primarily related to protec-
tion, preservation and improvement of property.”
As is widely acknowledged, the ownership

of wealth, as it once was,

Today property taxation hits hardest at the
two groups least able to afford them—the elder-
|1y, attempting to get by on a limited income or
yension or social security, and the young family
Just getting established in life, who are attemp-
ting to buy a house at the same time that most of
their other costs are high.

ERTAINLY, property should be taxed to pro-

vide services directly related to the utility and
value of the property. But the time has long since
passed when it should be taxed for the major
support of the sehool system,

As a practical matter, it is doubtful that any
such major shift in Orvegon's taxation pattern
will oceur within the next few vears, But there
are indications that the trend is in that direction,
and we believe the trend is a healthy one.

For one thing, if property was relieved of the
burden of the ever-growing needs of the schools,
property taxes could be reduced sharply, and at
the same time the “take” of the cities—starved
for funds for years—could be increased. It is city
services, such as police and fire protection, street

which are directly related to property valuations,
and for which property should be taxed to main-
tain and extend.

|'T'00, WITH the burden of supporting the
' schools shifted to the income tax structure,

{which is based on the ability to pay, the elderly |

hard to make a major new industry possible for

of real property no longer is any valid indication |

paving and maintenance, lighting, and so on, |

“The way this rookie does a commercial—poise, sin-
cerily, genuineness—he's got a brilliant major league
career in fronl of him!"

Spain May Ask Increased Compensation
For Air Force and Navy Base Locations

By PHIL NEWSOM

UPI Foreign News Analyst

Despite  official Spanish
assurances thal no great
problems should arise, it's a
fairly safe bet
that Spain
will place &
high asking
price on con-
tinued United
States use of
Spanish bases,
thesc bases
were acquired
by an agree-
ment signed
Sept. 26, 1953, for a period of
10 years in return for U.S.
military and economic assist-
ance. The renewal date comes
up this year and preliminary
talks on terms already have
been held.

The bases involved include
three for the Strategic Air
Command from which nu-
clear attack against the Sowv-
iet Union could be launched,
and an important supply base
at Rota, near Cadiz, for the

Newsom

contrary is often the case.

Civil Defense Questions

To the Editor: The proposed
curtailment of the Oregon
State Civil Defense Agency
could affect the local accom-
plishment of the National
Community Fallout Shelter
program. Although there have
been many conflicting opin-
jons regarding the usefulness
of fallout shelters, the nation-
il #dministration still stoutly
maintains that fallout shelters
are effective in a puclear atl-
tack. The Feb. 8 issue of Time
has this to say about the Sece
retary of Defense, Mr. Mec.
Namara, when he was recent-
ly defending the Civil Defense
budget before Congress; “He
asked to spend $300 million
for civil defense — more than
half of it to give private build-
ers up to $25 for each shelter
space they provide in new or
existing publie buildings. This
would save far more lives, he
siid, than any defensive mis-
sile system and ‘should be
given priority over any major
additions to the active de-
fenses' of the US."

State Sen. Lo W. Newbry
stated in his letter to the edi-
tor, (Mall Tribune, Feb, 17,
10641 that the fallout sheller
program s now in doubl at
the Federal level, and may
be altered or abandoned. This
statement would seem to be
ol varianee with the adminis.
tration request for funds by
Mr. McNamara to support the
Community Shelter program.
It also brings up the advis
ability of drastically abolish.
fng the Oregon State Civil
Defense Apency on the prem-
fse that the federal program
tinny be altered or abandoned.

T h ¢ Natlonal Community
Fallout Sheller program was
launched last yoar. As a resull
of this program, Jackson coun-
ty now has approximately 22
licensed shelters for which
signs, lood, and radiological
vaquipment will be furnished
in the near future by the fed-
eril government. If the 8300
million follow-on funds now
requesied by Mr. MeNamara
for this project is approved by
Congroess, then this program
of providing shelter spaces in
this county can continue

In the realm of personal
defense no one has as vot
| come up with a substitute ior
the fallout shelter in avoid-
ing radiation

The udministration of this
program is managed by the
Qregon State Civil Defense

|

1. Docs the Keeler poly- and the young families would be doubly rcliovml.l_.\m“-_\- At prosont this
graph test memory, reason or | \\'hilt‘ lht' I'Il:l_"!ﬂl' burden of Sl'hl'l(‘] ;“‘“_] “1]\01- OV | ngency furnishes information

veracity?

reflected what is produced?

4, Who s the only woman
ta be fwarded the Nobel Prize
twice?

4, What workers are mosl
threatened by caisson discase?

5. Name three memboers of
Robin Hoopd's band

8. What non-military groups
or objects do you
with General Willisin Booth
and Commander Whitehewd

7. What would be the prot
able effect of swallowing ace
tyisalicylic acld?

b, The
nects which two countries?

@ Glve the other name for
1the two men atter whom our
Tth and #th  monthe  are
named

), Whivhy i= not in the Pre
amble to the Cotstitution: ¢
tablish' justice
Ity, promote the
fare?

Answern: 1. Veracity,
Echo. 3. Madamae Marie Curie
4%, Sea-divers and 'sandhogs’
(bends). 5. Little John, Frine
Tuck, Will Scarlel. Allan-a
Dale. Will Stutely, Midge, &,
Salvation Army. Quinine wa
tjer. 7. Pain relief or lower
femperature (aspirin). 8. Aus.
trian and Italy. 8, Cacsnr (Juli.
us and Agustus), 10, Insure
equalily.
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Brenner Puss con-

1

ernmental costs would be imposed on those in

with the period the family uses the schools and
other state services the most.

No one likes additional taxes. Yet the un-
doubted need for them exists in Oregon. The
problem is to realign them as fairly as possible,

Only through the income tax stroeture—aor,

possibly, by an “earmarked" sales tax——can this duced 0 one pe

fie accomplished. One hopes the current session
of the legislature has the wisdom and the courage
to tackle this chore, or at least get started in this
direction—E.A.

| Fatigue Duty

| ['ve never hiked for fifty miles,
I donot plan to do so,
The only time | ever tried
My sergeant told us to go,
[ only got just hall that
And got there very tived;
; at Army rules are strict,
as soon been fired.

far,

I do not think my
By tramping down the
I'd much prefer to stay at h
I know! Let's start

d mo

and directives concerning the

| vommunity  shelter program. |

2, When sound waves are| theiy prime earning years, which usually coineide | 11 aiso st

thlishes goals and
requirements thnt must be ai-
tained before federal supplies
are furnished

I understand that the Ways
and Means commitiee
State Legislature has
mended that the Orog
Civil Defense Agene

On, presumes
o maintain

ations: Ana s

nbly Cioam-

ale warn-
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level
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.1 m lot worse death that <

shown an approximate 70 per
cent public support of the Na-
tional Community Shelter
program. This brings up these
questions: 1 the action now
being taken by the Ways and
Means Committee to curtall
the Oregon State Civil De-
fense Agency approved by the
majority of Oregon volers?
Should further participation
in the National Shelter pro-
gram be discontinued as
recommended by the Ways
and Means Committee of the
Stale Legislature?
Joseph Hicks,
Maj, Gen, U.SAF.
(Ret.)
Director, County
Civil Defense Agency
Courtnouse
Med{ord.

Civil Defense

To the Editor: Anyone seri-
ously interested in public af-
fairs couldn't help being con-
cerned with the current prob-
lem facing Civil Defense,

Jackson county has one of
the best systems in the slate
and it is of very little worth
with the exception of a well
coordinated radio  system.
Some of this problem is the
result of shortcomings in the
agency itself, Many of these
shorteamings are not of thelr
making.

The biggest problem fating
Civil Defense stems from the
complete apathy on the part
of the American people. They
want to live in a Never-
Never Land, hoping by lg-
noring the danger it will van-
Ishdike an unwanted spectre,

The only way to treat this
problem g to face it square-
|1¥ ond do whal is necessary
on a completely loeal level.
The first impact of a nuclear
wiar upon this country will
find us all living strictly on
an individual and local level
with no outside help, Know-
ing this, we should prepare
for it on that basis and not
leave the fale of ourselves
and  our neighbors in the
hands of someone in Wash-
ington or Salem, They will be
oo busy saving their own
hides just like we all will,

Live we can and live we
will, if the community as a
whole will make some effort
| to find out what we are up
agninst and how to meet it

1 doubt very much i you
can find one hundred people
iin the town of Ashland who
| have availed themselves of
| the information that Civil
| Defense has offered to them
I'Thia &s # credit to a ¢ity of
close to 9.000!

Many people say they can't
live following a nuclear at-
taek unyway so why prepare?
These same prople won't be
found killing their c¢hildron
and Th{‘l“!‘f‘l\'l"a !’ we are at.
this attitude
they are condemning them to
e

y
well be avoided
There is no doubt
We are getting exactly
kind of Civil Defense we ar
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... Communications...

Letters fo the Editor must bear the name and address of the writer, although under
certain circumsiances the use of a pen name or initial for publication is permissible.
The Mail Tribune reserves the right to edit all letters with a view 1o clarification and
condensation. Letlers submilied for publication must nol exceed 400 words. The letters
printed in this column do not necessarily represent the views of the paper; in fact the

this world when it was need-
ed in the past and I'm proud
we did, but we never bought
a minute's peace by doing it.
(Name on file)
Ashland, Ore.

Face the Truth

To the Editor: I've seen two
thousand high school boys and
girls march into plenum
chambers with live steam
pipes overhead, with no aux-
ilinry 1ighting save flash-
lights, no toilet facllities and
with a single exit up steep
steps all in the name of “eivil”
defense.

I've followed highway signs
whieh read “Evacuation
Route" which petered out in
swamps and forests. [ later
learned that states which des-
ignated roads as evacuation
routes received federal match-
ing dollars for the construc-
tion. Such hypocrisy is accept-
able by those of moral de-
cadence.

The federally financed shel-
ter projects, currently pro-
posed, outstrip such idiotic
asininity, The shellers, if
built, will be the tombs of
those who are afraid to face
the truths behind the real
causes of war,

Gerorge Reed,
2743 Orchard Home dr,
Medford,

A True Home

To the Editor: 1 felt the fol-
lowing was worth sharing
with Medford Mail Tribune
readers, concerning the tre-
mendous inportance of home
influences upon our lives

‘More powerful than any
other earthly influence is that
of a true home upon human
heart and lives. The home
should be to the children the
most atiractive place in the
world, and the mother's pres-
ence should be its greatest at-
traction. Children have sensi-
tive, loving natures. They are
easily pleased, and caslly
made unhappy. By gentle dis
cipline, in loving words and
acts, mothers may bind their
children to their hearts.

“Young children love vom-
pantopship, and seldom enjoy
themselves alone. They yearn
for sympathy and tenderness
That which they enjoy, they
think will please mother also;
and it is natural for them to
go to her with their little joys
and  sorrows. The mother
should not wound their sensi
tive hearts by treating with
indifference matters that,
though trifling to her, are of
great importance o them. Her
svimpathy and approval are
procious. An approvinyg
glance. a word of encourage

ment or cominendation, will
be  like sunshine in  their
hearts, often making the

whole day happy

“Instead of sending her chil-
dren from her. that she may
not be annoyed by thelr noise

or troubled by their little
Wil . the mother plan
or’ Heht work to

the active hands and

ninas=
Fathers and mm W
CVer pressing isiness,

-

vour

fail to gathe

are

| Mediterranean 6th Fleei.
! Although the growing fam-
ily of US. intercontinental
ballistic missiles tends to
downgrade the importance of
the Spanish air bases, the
naval base at Rota is taking
on increasing significance in
U5, defense plans.

As the United States phuses
out its Jupiter and Thor mis-

sile bases in Turkey, Italy and
Greal Britain, its offshore de-
fenses against the Soviet Un-
jon will depend more and
more upon the more efficient
and mobile Polaris missile
carried by the 41 Polaris sub-
marines expected to be at sea
by 1967,

With access both to Atlanlic
and Mediterranean sea routes,

fel 1

LOGROLLING AND
LEADERSHIP

The tax program has had a
rough reception, and it is off
to a bad start, It has virtually
no enthusias-
tie friends. It
has aroused a
diverse array
ol opponents
w ho, though
they disagree
drasltically
among them-
selves, are at
one in attack-
ing the pro-

Lippmann
posals. It may be too early
to say what kind of bill can
be squeezed out of the two

committees and the two
houses. But the opponents :re
formidable, while the admin-
istration leaders are skept-
ical and hesitant,

If we ask ourselves why
the prospecls are so poor, we
must note, [ think, that what-
ever the fiscal merits-which
1 think are very great-the
program is politically miscon-
ceived. In an effort to please
evervbody a little, very few
are left who are pleased very
much. It is a program to cut

In the Day's News

By FRANK JENKINS

The news?

Lel’s put it this way:
~ The San Francisco Chron-
icle the other day devoted the
bulk of its front pige - top-
ping it with two lines of 84-
poinl scare-head type - to an
article describing how bad
the RESTAURANT coffee is
in San Francisco,

A sub-head adds:

“A Greal City's People
FORCED lo Drink SWILL."

MMMMM!

The world IS coming to
# preity pass!

There was a lime when if
we didn’t like the coffee of
commerce we could MAKE
OUR OWN.

ORE about the news:
U.N. Ambassador Adlai
E. Stevenson, appearing on a
TV show entitled *Adlai
Stevenson Reports,” sild
“The 17.000 Russian troops
saigd to be in Cuba do not
offer a military threat to the
United States, but if we could
REMOVE THEM it would re-
move the anxiety and the dis-
quiel that exist in this con-
tinent about communism.”
1t would, indeed. Most of us
are pretty certain that their
presence there bodes no good
for democracy in the Western

Hemisphere
’1‘0 THIS statement

Stevenson, Senator Ful-
bright (Democrat, Arkansas)
appearing on the same pro-
gram, added:

“Judging from statements
made by Republican Governor
Nelson Rockefeller and He.
publican Senators Hugh Scott
of Pennsylvania and Barry
Goldwater of Arlzona, you
would think these Russians in
Cuba were about to INVADE
Ameriea.”

He added

“Republicans are partisan
and ridiculous when they say
Soviet troops in Cuba en-
danger U.S. or bhemispheric
security.”

by

E'S probably right

But
If the Democrats were OUT
of power and the Republicans
were IN POWER and were
doing what (he Demucrats
are dol w
The [ i

be doing exactly wi
publicans
They wou

id L

s a curlous trade

ISANn answer
betler go back to t

roe Doctrine

ORE {r Washit

M

Today & Tomorrow

x Waller Lj
i, The Wi ngton Fost

faxes and at the same time
to raise them, and no po-
litical leader can rouse the
people to follow him in two
opposite directions at once.
The program, in fact, is not
designed for the use of a lead-
er of the nation. It is design-
ed for logrolling among the
factions of special interests
who dominate Congress.
- . .

N CHOOSING a program

which is made for logroll-
ing and not for open public
leadership, the architects of
the program were hoping not
to have to face the basie
fact in the situation. This is
that the principle of the new
poliey is not now undersiood
| and aceepted by a large ma-
| jority of our people.

No one, I think, can deny

| the novelty of the principle
|of & voluntary deficit-plan-
| ned to expand demand in or-
der to stimulate the economy.
A good majority of our peo-
ple regard a planned deficit
as conlrary to sound governs
|ment and to good morals.
| Those who support the new
| program are a minority, and
they are likely to remain a
minority until they have done
a vast amount of successful
demonstrating and teaching,

The burden of proof Is on
those of us who believe that
| the chronie sluggishness of the
American economy, which
threatens many of our vital
Interests, can be overcome by
! this new fiscal policy. The
| President has espoused the
| new prineiple. But he has
lacked confidence in his abil-
ity to persuade & majority
| and has therefore fallen back
| upon the deviee of the legis-
| lative logroll. My point is that
g0 new and so cxperimenial
a principle as the planned de-
| ficit cannot be put into effect
ihy logrolling and manipula-
tion. The principle has to Le
!nmfwsmuri by the people. A
standard has lo be raised
which Is visible and clear to
all if a majority is to be ral-
'lied to it

UT the tax program,

though it contains within
it @ moderate and sensible
application of the new prin-
ciple, is & political contrap-
tion designed not to rally the
people but to offset factions
and special interests against
one another

What, for example, is used
as the measure of the planned
deficit? That it should be just
a little smaller than Presi
dent Eisenhower's record-
breaking involuntary deficit
in 1959. What was used as
the mark which expenditures

i the administrative budyet
only - must nol reach? One
hundred billion dollars, as in
o department store where the
price is supposed to be more
alluring if it is $4.99 rather
than $5

The net result of such calew-
Iations is a program which
both lowers and raises (Bxos:

The country is baflled by at, |

Instead of focusing public at

tention on the vital need to |
stimulate the economy, each |
taxpayer has been invited to |

sere whether he will lose more
by the tax reforms than
will gain by the tax redue
tions
'l‘iii:% = too complicated and
too  inveluted to bring
about public understanding of
a new theory of public fi-
nange Is meant to be clever
and

is 0
adictory that

is [rom the Chamber
r N

I would not presur A
a deal eannot be wangled

re that
pectacle of
be stimuy-
conirary,
K 1o the econ.

la
w

1l

« | U5

he |

it ends by being unclear. |

. | €

an expanded base st Rola oo
cupies an important part in
these plans.

Neither Madrid nor Wash-
ington has divulged the Spane
ish asking price, bul a sus
picion that all was not going
smoothly arose when U. S,
Deputy Defense Secretary
Roswell Gilpatric abruptly
canceled plans to arrive in
Madrid on Feb. 15 to begin
on-the-spol discussions,

Early speculation hag been
that Spain will ask:

-Increased economic aid.

~More modern weapons, in-
cluding those with nucleor
capabilities,

=Greater U.S, support for
Generalissimo Francisco
Franco's hopes to integrate
more fully with Europe, in-
cluding associate membership
in Europe’s Common Market.

—Perhaps a whopping rent-
al bill for the use of the bases,

No such rent is paid now,
although in the lust yvear U.S.
military and economic aid
amounted to about §100 mil-
lion. Since the agreements
were made in 1953, the Unit-
ed Stales has supplied $18
billion in such funds,

Spain's comeback In the
family of Western nations, af«
ter existing for years under
the cloud of her past associss
tion with Hitler Germany
and Mussolini Italy, dales
from her bases agreement
with the United States.

Strictly
Personal

By Sydney J. Harris
(ey Field Enterprises, Ine.

ON INEQUALITY

A reader in North Carolina
calls my attention to a recent
cage in which a judge, during
the same
week, sens
teneced two jue
venile offends
ers for come

"N mitting the
. '_-4 samo act, One

; of the boys

i was given a

“hard" sen-
e tence, and the
Harri= other was giv-
en a “soft” one
My correspondent was in-
dignant &t this aet of what
he called “injustice.” He
thinks that the two offenders
should have been treated
“equally” for equal offenses,
And he asks me to share his
Indignation.

Actually, 1 feel quite the
contrary. 1 don't know what
the facts in each were, but the
principle followed by the
judge is the only sound one.
It is not “equality” lo treat
unequals equally; it s gross
unfairness.

.

It was the partentous Mi.
kado in the operetta who
believed in “making the
punishment fit the crime,”
Buil the punishment should
fit the criminal; justice is
blind. but it cannol be stu-
pid also. And nothing is
mo re stupid, in criminal
jurisprudence, than failing
to disiinguish rual differs
ences beiween those who
commit similar crimes,

Three boys may steal sep-
arate cars: one as an ill-ad-
vised escapade; another as
an act of rebellion against
his parenis: and the third
for dark and ugly reasons.
Must all three be punished
in the same way?
| Unless we have a philo-
| sophical grasp of what "'jus.
tice” is. we canno! under-
stand the principle of equal.
ity. For instance, parenis
| Who claim that they give
their children "equal ireat-
ment"” are guilly of a great
fault if by this they mean
that they judge all their
children by the same stand-
ard,

The loving and intelligent
| parents take into account the

| profound differences botween
their children-differences in
temperament and ability,
brains and bodily structure.
To discipline one's children
iy means to give unequal
mer unequals: for {o
them the same would ba
iy unfair to the weak-
| er, he mogse delicate, the los3
intelligent ones
Justice consists in corre

freat

proportioning the means to
the ends. And this can be pee
comphshed only by knowle
edge of the ind A
Judge whi o

thieves to
would be

A supe ous
clal; the statute books can do
thst without the need of a
judge

Indeed, one of the trag
our crowdes
system of




