Development of Nuclear Rocket Seen |
Necessary for Race To Solar System ... coco. oo s

Editor's note: It has been
charged thal the United Stales
is moving too slowly toward

the cost of developing and
producing the nuclear rocket
Problems Formidable
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search and development, and
an expenditure of $400 mil-
liop, & reliable nuclear rocket
i3 not vel a certainty

A few yeoars ago optimisis
were predicting that a nuclear
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rockel would be tested in

flight ais early as 1965. A far | ALWAYS FIRST QUALITY
more realistic guess now |s|
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If that first flight turns out
to be an ungualified success,
it still will take at least two |
vears more of intensive test-
ing before anyone can say the |
rocket is dependable enough
and safe enough to transport |
humun  beings on  missions
deep in hostile space. |

At the present rate of prog- |
by the time nuclear |
rockets are proven and avall-
able the first men should long
since have landed on the
moon

By thal time, however, the
United States may have de-|
elded 1o explore Mars. Boosl-
ers ol atomic energy profess
certainly that it will be brok-
en 1o =pice harness and ready
for the mission, |
Under Review |

At the moment, the nuclear
rocket development schedule
1= being reviewed while ex-
perts study what happened in
the most recent firing of a
flightless prototype engine at
the atamic proving ground in
Nevada

Six experimental rocket re-
actors have been ground-test-
ed so far. and project man-
agers expecl to “'consume’ 30
to 40 more betore a flight test
is attempted, When the sev-
enth firing will take place,
howewver, has not been decid-
ed
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