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Oregon’s Basic School Fund Budget

Editor's naote: A revamp of

stome ol Oregon’s most-esiab. | the

trict, just 27 miles away in
same county, received

lished money procedures has| $124.11 from the same fund
been suggested in a report by | for & similar child.

the legislature's own fiscal of-
ficer, This i1 the second of!

three articles on the subject.

By ANN H, PEARSON

Salem 4P~ The Oregon
Legisluture is dealing with
make-belleve figures when it
makes its biggest appropria-
tion of all, according to the
legislative fiscal officer.

The ]e;::‘»!a!urt‘ appropriat-
ed §$115 “per census child"
o the basic school fund for
local schools during the 1961-
62 schioul year.

Actually, ftor a real child
guing to publie school thay
vear. the Hermiston School
Distriet recelved $190.62 from
the basie school fund.

Ih( Pendleton S:thuui Dis-

Legislative fizcal officer
Kenneth Bragg says it may be |
:nme for the legisluture to
I;l]t:p dealing out school money

He says (he legislature may
want to take public school
financing matters into its own
hands as explicitly as it has
the rest of the state’s money
matters

The basic school fund was
creéated In 1846, when the
volers decided state-collected
taxes should help pay Lthe cost
of local schools,

It amounts to an estimated
$127.5 million for the current
| biennium, about one-third of
all general fund money,

Most of the fund represents
the state’s share of the cost

of public grade and high

balance,

The basic school fund is the
only one left in Oregon's gen-
eral fund budget where the
legislature makes a lump sum
appropriation without saying !
how the money will be gpent
after that.

It also is the only case!
where the legislature doesn't
know exactly how much it s |
appropriating. The legislature |
doesn't provide a flat sum. It |
appropriates S0 much “per
census child between the ages
of 4 and 20"

The final sum depends on
| the census,

Bragg says the confusion is |
multiplied because the ccnsusi
has nothing to do with the
wiay the money is handed out |
and distributed,

Why Home Rule Proposal Lost
Di: '-cussed at Chamber Lunch

The ghost of the home rule
controversy, one of the hottest
local Issues in many years,
was raised briefly by two|
former mn_lnher;. of the char-|
ter committee at the Monday
noon meeting of the Medford
Chamber of Commerce
Roundtable.

was defeated,” he said.
“Nobody knows now whal
happened, Similar charters
passed in two other counties,

“Here was a sincere, ear-
nest group of citizens appoint-
ed by the county court to do

|a job. We studied the matter

thoroughly, asked as many

The committee members, | people as we could what they

Dr. Arthur
Southern Oregon college, and |
Paul Selby, Medford business- |
man, appeared on the pro-
gram in the absence of Mrs,
Alice Rutter, who was called
out of town,

Selby began by disclaim-
ing any intention of trying
to: breathe life into the mat.
ter

“We're not here to start a
controversy," he eaid, "but
rather we'd like a discussion
aboul the reasons why the
voters turned the charter
down by such an overwhelm-
ing margin.”

Dr. Kreisman seconded Sel-
by's statement,

Other Charters Pass
“"We'd like to find out why
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Kreisman of |

would like o have in a char-
ter, worked hard to explain
ithe proposal to the voters, and
then had the charter utterly
repudiated by a three-to-one
margin."

The SOC professor specu-
lated on some possible mis-
takes the charter commiitee
might have made in tHempt-
ing to inform the public about
the charter and its provisions.

“Did we talk to too many
groups like this one, instead
of to different sections of the
valley s population?” he
asked.

Questionnaires Distribuled

Before the discussion, short
guestionnaires were  passed
out to the Roundtable mem-
berz in which they were ask-
ed to reveal their sources of
information about the char-
ter, whether they had favored
or were opposed to the meas
ure, and what were the de-
termining factors that decid-
ed how they voted on the
proposal last fall,

The Roundiable members
were al considerable vari-
ance with the county’s volers.
Acecording 1o the guestion:
naires, they had voted 16 to &

in favor of the charter
“Some had the idea {hat
the charter committee wias
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irying to pul something over
on the voters,” Dr. Kreisman |
sald, “but that couldn't have
been farther from the truth."
Equal Numbers

mittee was composed in equal
number of Republicans and
Democrats.

Dr, Kreisman said that bee
fore the election he and other
members of the charter com-
mitlee were subjected to what
he termed “dirly in-fighting,”

"I pot letters and telephone
calls accuging me of being
8 communist, a buddy of
Khrushehey, and other viei
ous things like that," he eafd.

Selby asked the group
whether another attempt
sheuid be made to pul the
charter before the voters. A
show of hands favored an-
other 1ry. |
Against Delails

One Roundtable member
said he fell the people had
voled “against details” n the
charter, that it needed to be
more simply written,

“How do you write a detail-
less charter?" Dr. Kreisman
asked in return;

Another member & ggested
that opponents of the charler
had appealed to the eriotion
rather than the reason of the
volers, and vel another per.
son sald he felt people had
connected the building code
with the home rule idea.

Al the end of the program,
Selby asked how many in the
audience would be willing to
work in behalf of the charter

He recalled that the com- |-

should it be proposed again,
Only one hand was ralsed

EITHER THAT OR WALK

Sherman, Tex. P~ Austin
College coeds think twice
about accepling dates with

pre-med student John Danlels,

21. He works for a funeral |
home and sometimes cally lor
a date in a hearse |
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is allowed

In the first place, it does

not on a perscensuschild ba-
of Education skims off its|sis.

operating costs. So do some For one thing, the census
speclal programs. The gover- | formula counts children be-
nor wants to include educas|tween 4 and 20. Most children
tional televizion, |;..umg to ;Lhuul are by botwm-n
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Your Money’s
Worth

By SYLVIA PORTER

Copyright, Hall Syndicate, Inc.

HOW TO SAVE ON TAXES~II
Major Changes in 1862 Tax Form
On the federal tax form which you will fill out in com-

ing weeks to report whal you owe on your 1862 income,

there are exceedingly important changes resulting from the

major tax laws passed by Congress in the last session,

One involves the new 7 per cent invesiment eredit which
for purchases of certain depreciable business
properly in 1062, This is shown on a completely new line,
15 (e) on Form 1040

Thousand: of business angd professionn] men will find
this new credit is giving them an unanticipated tax cut, for

the credil is to be taken as a straight reduction in your tax,
It's almost the
equivalent of a cash rebate. Bul if you are entitled to the
eredit, you also will have 1o fill oul and altach a Form 3468

not just as a deduction from taxable income.

to your Form 1040. More on this in a later column.

Another change resulls from the fact that Congress gave
many retired individuals a substantial tax cul by ralsing

the retirement income eredit in 1962,

This boost in the retirement income eredit can mean a
saving of up to $114.80 for you, as an individual, on your
1962 return. If you are a married man and you and your wife
are both entitled to a retirement income credit, the 1082

tax cul can be cven grealer.

The relirement income credit computation schedule on
separate Schedule B has been revised to give vou the higher
to get the top saving due you
higher eredit by earcefully compleling this

eredit. Be sure, thercfore,
through the new,

reviged schedule.

A third change you will find on the 1962 tax return is &
new method of collecting any refund 1o which you may be

entitled.

In addition te having the choice of taking your refund
in cash or as a credil against your 1963 estimated tax.
you now have the choice of taking it in the form of u. s,
Series E savings bonds. All you need do is show your
prelersnce in the appropriate space on line 18 of Form
1040, The government, incidentally, has a procedure for
auditing returns claiming refunds and understandably
chooses for audit those claiming the highest dollar
amount of refunds. If you're claiming a substantial re-
fund and you are filing a declaration of your 1863 esti-
mated tax, you well might prefer to take your overpay-
ment as a credit against your estimated tax rather than
ask for a cash refund-and by asking just about guaraniee
an audit of your relurn,

A fourth change in the 1062 form appears in the deprect

ation srhedule on Schedule C, used to report on business or

professional income,

The depreciation sehedule was altered to provide the lix-
paver with a choice of computing depreciation under the
Treasury Guldeline mothods imore on thiz in & later column)

or under the taxpaver's previous method-whichever saves
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vou more Lix hy giving you a higger deduction.

A [ifth highly significant change made last year doesn’t
sliow up in the form itsell. It's only in the instructions to
the torm. This refers to the doubling of the medieal expense
ceiling.

In a column following in this series, details on this doub-
| ling will be spelled out, for the new celling & of crucial

Imnnmn_--svlna |.n|'mrt.<|1w to taxpayers the nation over In

| brief, the new medical expense lax break permits you, as 3
taxpaver who ':: not 65 or over and disabled, Lo ti--cim-l your

inot counting the special exemptions for blind per-
65 or over). Your deduction, however, can'l

emptions
sons or those
excecd

(1) 10,000 if you ure single and not the head of g house-
hold nor # surviving spouse entitled to income splitting, or if
re g marvied perann filing & soparaie reforn:

JOU ar

2) .:U_nnll if vou are a married person filing a joint re- |

turn, or a single person who is head of a houschold or a

| surviving spouse entitled o income sphitting

If you are a disabled person 65 or over, you cén deduct

under the new law change
Mexi: Expense J.ccount Deductions.
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In  parochial schools
|ﬂlt‘rv. are fewer children, or |
more money per actual public
school child
| Small sums go to districts
on the basts of growth and
transportalion needs,
| Special Programs

Districts with special pro-
grams for handicapped, gift-
ed, migrant, and retarded chil-
dren get speeial belp.
| Of the bulk of the money
|thnt is left, 80 per cent goes

to the distriets on a “per
weighted pupil” basis. That
means per pupll, except a lit-
| tle more i= added for high
| school students,
|  Then 20 per ¢ent goes for
cqualization, {o make sure
cach ehild gets an equal edu- |
cilional opportunity, Equali- |
aalion is based on the true
cash value of property in cach
district,

In other words, ihe poorer
districts get more than the
rither ones,

To put the whole thing in
terims of Hermiston and Pen-
| dleton, cach gets $104.63 in
tlat per pupll grants

But Pendleton, with true
cash value of property atl $20.
613 per pupil, get no equaliza-
tion, while poorer Hermiston,
with true cash value of $10-
BOB pep pupil, pets $82.39 por
pupil equalization. |

Pendleton  gets S6.64  pm
pupil for special programs for
the gifted, mentally retarded
nn:l curriculum lmprovement,
I[L’l‘l'l!l:rlﬂl! gels only §0.06 for
the handicapped and curticu-
lum improvement,

Pendlelon gets $14.02 for
transportation and $8.46 for
| growth. Hermiston gels §10.65

Bragg suggests that the leg-

Islalure abolish the basie
scheol fund,
| Instead, he sayvs, Lhe legia

lature should make flat, sep-
arate appropriations for aid
to local schools, the Depart
ment of Education, and each

of the special programs.

Then,

Thus | makers “I” knm\ }tm w Imt pr(-im.ult

Made of Make-Believe Flgures

About 84 per cent that 15 6 and 17 Of these, many s
schools, offsetting the local {not even all go to the dis |left does go to schools, but
property taxes that pay the | tricts. The State Department | n

they are doing when they ull- schools, and will be able (o
maoney for mmi:u do what they intend,

Our early morning flight
to Portland...
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now connects to our
nonstop jet to Chicago!

Fly to Portland where United now
offers o convenient connection with
a United jet nonstop to Chicago®
which then continues on to Wash-
ington/Baltimore. And on every
United tlight you enjoy the atten-
tion to your individual needs . . .
our attitude of Extra Care—for
people. For reservations, call us at
*73.4233, or your Travel Agent.
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Whe knows water hetter than a fish?

The hsh we employ as water experts are tiny Stickle-
We pay them liberally in brine-shrimp; n

hacks.

sitlary deductions,

It's all because we use millions of gallons of water
duily in our refineries. After use, it is treated with
algae, bacteria, chemicals, sunshine and oxygen, lo
miake sure the water is cloan and pure when we

return it to stream or sea.

¢ &

Planning ahead to serve you hetter

STANDARD OIL COMPANY OF CALIFORNIA

As an ultimate saleguard, we let our Sticklebacks
teat, the water, belore il is roleased. [f they like it,
o We know il will be happy water for any figh.

The abject is to keep our streams and coastal waters
pollution-free with abundant fish to nibble vour
hooks, and clean playgrounds for your water sports.

Many other industries which depend upon water are
equally careful. Our common concern
18 to protect a priceless heritage,
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