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Twenty years ugo today,

the roll of wuffled drums
sounded over the stale radio

Symphony and then by o com-
munique fram the rastern
front.

The news wos grim: The
fiveanda-half month  baltle
for the Russian faclory oo
of Stalingrad had ended. The
frozen, half-starved remnunis
of the proud Nazl sixth army,
which marched 1o the banks
of the Volga the summer be-
fore, had given up.

Four days euarlier, in the |
darkened basement ol a boib- | |

shiattered Stalingrad deparls |
ment store, German Leld mary
shal Gen. Friedrich von Paul-
us, weary and numbed by
shock, nodded “yes" 1o &
squad of Soviel troops who
demanded his surrender,
Devastaling Deleal

Germany hod sulfered ils)|
most devastating defeat of
World War 1I. Like Lee at|
Gettysburg, the Nazis bad
mounted a massive sasault,
made their deepest penelra-
fion of the enemy’s homeland |
and falled In & go for broke
campalgn. |

German casualties exceeded
250,000 and the price of vic-
tary for the Soviel delenders
was far, far higher,

Stalingrad (known as Vol-
goprad since the de-Staliniza-
tion of Rusgia) had been put
under slege by 330,000 Ger-
man ftroops in mid-August,
1042, and soon was pounded
to rubble by thelr heavy
guns. But the Red army wrote

military historian at the mil-
flary academy al West Point.

Hitler had played his ace
in hopes of driving through
the southern tler of Russin to
the ollrich Caucasus, to Mos-
cow and eventually to India,
But; like Napoleon, he under-
estimated

the feroeity of their winter.

PATROL TENEMENTS—Russian irpops, shown
In war-forn Stalingrad following Nazi Germany's defeat in

On Aug. 22,

tlon:

The

the Russians and
well-armed, con

announced to the German na-

“We are attacking Slalin-
grad and we shall take it."
tank-equipped Sixth
army opened its Russian cam-
palgn with a series of wvie-
torics, It was a well-trained,

in this

1942, Hitler

Rumanin. The

velerans of the Belgian, Yugo-
slav and Greeck campaigns.
The Germans rolled swiflly
to the banks of the Volga, 1.
000 miles southeast of Mos-
cow. They came supported by
armies of Italy, Hungury and
Luftwaffe
riined fire and destruction on
fident leglon-|Stalingrad and the axis ground

Years Ago Today Battle of Stali

piclure tuken Jan. 26, 1943, palrol blocks of tenements
a batlle for the city. (UPD)

r-attack on Nov. 18. Thou-
sands of Soviet troops were

thrown into the battle and
‘| they closed & ring of bayonet
steel around the German
foree, The timing was perfect-
ly coordinated with the onset
of the bitter Russian winter.

Almost like magic, the
.| thick, silent =now and plate
glass ice became the Soviels'
biggest asset. The Russian
troops were ghostlike in their
white camouflage capes,
worn over heavy uniforms,
thick woolen underwear and
fleecy-lined hools. The Ger-
mans’' greatcoats proved Ine
adequate and their blankels
ran ghort,

Hitler's propagandists pro-
claimed Stalingrad a foriress,
but food and ammunition was
short and planes of the Luft-
walle no longer had a place
fo land.

Germans Die, Pray

Many Germans died. Some
prayed. A chest of anti-air-
craft shells became an allar
Ry | and the field gray tunic of a
'| fallen soldier became the
mantle,

Christmas dinner for the
* | Germans consisted of the
“mzcn {lesh of horses or dogs
and the rools of trecs. They
drank “German Tea," as the
| Russians called it
| oW,

In a monotone, Radio Mos-

forces blasted it with mortars, ] cow repeated time and again
artillery and tanks. The Sov- | in German:

et perimeler was breeched

“Every scven seconds a

and fighting was carried into | Gerr an soldier dies in Rus-
the city-house to house, fac-|sia. Stalingrad-mass grave"'

tory 1o factory.

Launch Counter Attack

The wind knifed across the
steppes and the temperature

Then, in a Hghtning-swift, | stood at 35 below.

surprise move, the Russians

For every German who

launched a 13-division coun-|lived seven died.

Melted |

ngrad Ended After Five Months

Guns jammed and fuel
froze.
On the morning of Jan. 8§,

three young Soviel officers

der & white flag. |

“Surrender!” they demand-
ed of Gen. Paulus, |

From Berlin came the or-|
der: “Stay and fight" 1

On Jan. 10, the baltle en-
fered ils final phase. Soviels,
now outnumbering the Ger-
mans 20 to 1, cul the Ger-
man position in half and one
of the halves was cut in two,
The Germans' allies lost their
will to fight and one division
surrendered en masse with all
| its equipment. |

The Russians offered Paul-
us another chance lo surren-
der. The general pleaded with
Berlin, but Hitler screamed:

their positions to the lasl man
| and the last round.”
Fighting Hand To Hand
The {fighting now had be-
come largely hand to hand
and the mortal struggle en-
veloped the city of Stalin-
grad, Iis cheerful
| houses, the kiosks, the plers,
were gone. Russian women
| and children dug caves in
the snow-covered cliffs along
the. Volga. Soviet
plied the river.
Hitler, by this hout, seem-
ed to sense that all was lost
but he hoped for a miracle,
“There is no record in mil-
itary history of a German
field marshal being laken
prisoner,” he told an alde in
Berlin. By radio, he confer-
red on Gen. Paulus the cov-

eted marshall's baton. For the
| beleaguered Paulus it was no
| magic wand.

entered the German lines un- | snow or

ser generals surrendered.

In the last 20 days of Jan- now powerless to counter efe
uary more than ll.I'IJ.Oﬂﬂ Ger-| fectively the successive, wides
mans were killed. rhp:._a: who ly separated, alternating Ruse
lived scratched holes in the| 5 ;

sian blows,
hobbled about on|
bandaged, {rost-bitten fecl.

Finally, at months' end, the
Inst three strongholds gave
in, Paulus and two dozen les-

“Now he could nol concens
trute adequate strength on
any front 1o luunch a sustain.
ed offensive of sufficient mage
nitude to gain & local decis

As hostorian Col. Esposito| ——

evitable and ils effect on the

“The Sixth army will hold |

white |

gunboats
|

remainder of the war was far- |
reathing: |
“Cyverexlended and unable
to reconstitule a strategic re-
serve in the east, Hitler was/
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into the history books a leg-
end of courage, holding stub-
bornly to the «40-mile com-
plex of factories and homes
until the cruel Russlan win-
ter becime their ally and the
batlle tde turned.

In relrospect, the battle of
Slalingrad proved lo be Lhe
beginning of the end for the
Nazis.

"Taken together with the
British victory in the battle of
El Alame in Egypt and the
Amerlean defeat of the Jap-
anecse navy at the battle of
Midway in the Pacifle, Stal.
ingrad muarked the turning
point of the war as a whole,”
gald Col, Vincent J. Esposilo,

Faber Voices His
Approval of Bill

County Commissioner Don-
ald Faber said Friday he is|
writing State Rep, Edward
Branchiield wvoicing hiy ap-
proval of Senule Joint Resos
lution 7 which would author-
{ze appointment of an interim
commiliee fo study Oregon
wildlife.

Faber sald he Is wriling as
an individual urging the legis.
Inttite 1o lssue a lemporary
law forbidding the killing of
doe decr until the committeo's
sludies are completed. Faber
is » director of the Central
Point Sportsmen’s club.

“Until recently |
realize the wonderful
and game heritage Oregon
has," Faber commented, He |
noted thal all of the Jackson |
county legisintive delegation |
endorsed the bill,

Women Officersto
Conduct Interviews

Three officers from the wos |
men's armed forees will be |
In Jackson county Fub, 4, §,
and 8, to conduel a panel in
Juckson county high schools, |
Citef Ronald -~ Valkohs, ol th
Nuavy Recruiting stution here,
iﬂl:i iItIlIIJIHIL'L'[I

When not condueting pinel
In the NWish genools, the three
representing the WAVES
WACS and the WAFS,
be In the recrulting offic 10 |

il
cigin't |
inh

LAY

oiftee Lol
Navy recruiu

Local Man Placed
On Probation Here

KRelth  Edward 5S4
30, '« ¢ 3, box 195, Med
ford, was placed o probalion
and ' sentence’ was pended
for one year I Jackunt coun

cirdull court on & « rge
of 'driving while under t
luence of liGuo

weder Thur'siay

ed guilly to the charges
driving under the influence of
liquor, Earlier charges ot 1

ligent hotmcide were «

oa upon requesti ol Whe a)
atlorney’s
w i Lot ol (TT5 1« rer

inoction will

ol

od in cor
dent Involving a «i driven
by Annie Mobiian Tones, Med
ford, last April 6 Miss |
died of injuries roceiv

Last Oct, 22, u circull court
jury falled to return a virdict
in & circult court jury trisl !

Believe it or not ! ! Your old Living room

| sofa

NYLON & FOAM
SOFA and CHAIR

LUXURIOUS SOFA SEATS 4
COMFORTABLY .. . OPENS
EASILY TO MAKE UP INTO
A RESTFUL DOUBLE BED.
BOTH SOFA AND SPACIOUS
MATCHING CLUB CHAIR
HAVE TOUGH DOUBLE
SPRING CONSTRUCTION
plus A 5.YEAR GUARANTEE.
IN CHOICE COLORS.

wmy $199

complete =¥
Pay $2 2 week e

3-PC. BEDROOM SET

w7 (=
i

$5 HOLDS

any item for delivery at
a fulure date

If your credit's geod, its good at

GRAY’S

5

ONLY

Pay $2 a week

NOTHING DOWN
ON APPROVED

or Bedroom set - REGARDLESS
OF AGE OR CONDITION . - isworlhm

bedroom set includes, Chest,
Bookcase headboard, and
Dresser with tilting mirror,

199

§ N MERCHANDIsx

OF ANY

)

BUCK SAYS:

ON THE

Starting Monday morning and centinuing all next week

yeur old living roem or bedreom set s worth 575 in

marchandise. One more reasen why yvou're way ahead te

CREDIT

buy your home furnishings st Gray's Remember we'rs
open fill B o'clock Monday nights, bring the family and

look over our huge stock of furniture and appliances

PURCHAS: feie
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