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%rs

give a person cour-
the swing of

5‘5.

- never mtinl in the m!ddll'
So believes Mrs. Grace
Fiero of Medford, & woman
who has never known medi-

ocrity.

“It has always been the
Ritz-Carlton or a park bench.
Crlpa Suzeite or buck-
wheat," she summarized the
tempo of her life when re-
cently queried as to the suc.
cess of her inventlons.

“0h, I'm fresh out ol roy-
alties,” this former aciress of
the legitimate stage, who has
called Medford home for
many years, replied. *“The pat-
ent on the bottle guerd was
good for 17 years, Sevemuu
years go by rapldly.”

How much dld she realize
from the inventlon?
Baby Sitting Now

“Probably $35,000, I'm baby
sitling now. I Jove it. I just
adore children,”

Then she laughed and it
was as If someone had turned
on & switch., It wan there
aghin, That same fervor rec-
pgnized by David Belasco
when he gave Grace Andrews
of Minnesota the lead In "'The
Rose of the Rancho, when
the glar of the show devel-
oped laryngitis.

She drew 10 curl-!n calls
the first night she played
“Juanita," She became known
a5 “David Belasco's f{ind of
1608, It is all reported in
clippings, very yello® and a
little forn, now treasured in
her home on West Tenth
streel,

Mrs, Flero's theatrical ca-
reer began in the famous Gare
rick theater in Chicago. She
was the baby of the famous|{
Andrews Opera company fam-
lly., Because she was oo
young and “didn't have @&
volee," her fother, Will An.
drews, kept her on the Minne-
sota farm when the opera

lunterns lighting the lake and

Mrs. Flero excliimed, describ-
ing a little girl's reaction to
the trips 1o the resort,
was always filled with celebri-
thes.

former actress, former

he grounds,
“I can still remember the
hrilling beauty of it all,"

which

In winler, the opera com-

company went on lour
But she didn't stay there

her audience with
nfter many weeks of living

on bananas "'10 cents a dozen | hles and o race lrack ul Luke
Tetonka,

in those days."
Can 51ill Remamber

Her stage success followed
an exciting and colorful ¢hild-
hood, Her uncles, Ed and
George Andrews, owned &
beautiful regort al Waler
ville, Minn,, on Lake Telonka.
They had a special rajlroad
spur built 1o the park. The
hotel was spacious and sup.
poried Iwo large verandas
which were used as slages
for summer opera. The An-
drowns company presonted
“HM.5. Plnafore"” end the
"Mlk.n{n" there wilh Jupunr-.c

Public Hig

pany wenl on lour,
mer, the company rehearsed
She went to Chicago and won {and presented light opera at
Belasco | the resort,

In stme

The f{umily, also, had sta-

Minnesota's famous
horse, Dan Patch, ran there,

“Surely everyone knows
about Dan Pateh,”" Mrs, Flero
added withoul getting n re-
ply

How lopg dicl the Aodrows
brothers have this resort?
Always Had Fun

“Until they lost il," their
adoring niece answered. “The
Andrews' never had money,
but boy we always had fun.”

Eight members of the fam-
Uy of 10 participated in opern

"Aunt Mary Andrews Stone
null\ hid the best volce nl

h School

Student Fees Brings
State Board Action

Salem - Student foes In Or-
egon's public high schools,
subject of many Ingquiries and
gome recent complaints from
parenis, who feel the [ees
have become too high, partic
ularly for families with a num.
ber of children in school,
brought action from the sinle
bonrd of edueation at the Jan
wary meeting here,

The board passed a resolu
tion requesting all local dis
trict boards 1o adopt a policy
which would limit codls to
students o only those charges |
spproved by ench local school |
board
meetling.

Boatd members rejected, by
fallure 1o approve, an Orrgnn
l.!lv aciwal  board npp\-u
continue its post-high schooi,
vocational-technical program
fe= an additionpl vear
Resulted from Tie Vole

The failure to approve (he
request resulted from a tie
vote by the six mombers of
the board present. 'The action
limits the Oregon City pro-
gram to high school students
only, The preseni enroliment
s composed predominantly of
high school students,

Last yoar the state board of
education approved for one
year the operation of a pum-|
high school, technical-voua- |
tonal progeam in the Cregon |
City school distriet under the |
community college Iaw, This|
approval oxpires June 30,
1063,

Two school distriet reor|
ganisation plane were ap-i.
proved by the board One
forms a&n administrative dis
trict of Greshum district 4, Or-
fent district 8.300J, Pleasant
Valley 15-302J, Rockwood 27,
Lynch 28 (all In Multnomah
county) and Damascus Unlon |
High school distriet, and aiH
of the Gresham Unlon ll!:h
schiool district except Clacka |
mas 4. |

The other plan provides for
the formation of an adminis
trative school district com-
prised of School District 21.J.

#  IoduUlalr pUaHN

w

Gates, 123 J-MiIl Cily and
Santinm Unlon High school,
Other Board Aclion

I'ne state
proved:

board niso ap

A policy guide pertan!

tional and television
nelwork facilifes by the state

radio

tdepartment of education and
| the state svstem of higher ed-

ucation, "Ulis will be the of-
ficial guide for the two agens
clos o planning, developing,
Al producing BTV ant

progrs

tidio

public
l‘hl. policy statement wis de-
Hoped by | the Go

~March 20 as the ¢lection

dule on the
formetion of
Douglaa Counly
tion district

ng migrani
ms
1uﬂ: M}
Nyssp (District

question of the
the Ceitral
Atva Educi-

durine

sehool

20)

VAT

county; and for Monitor (Dis
triet 142CJ), Murion county
Nyssa roported 100 migrant

students and Monitor indient
ed 21

lesuance of clomentory
emergency certiticates for the

school yoar 19(

Nine Coumy Studen!s

{On OTI Dean’s List

Nine

dents

Jitckizon  county

are 4 H |
honor mll ‘.m] lIl an's st re
leased by Oregon Teehnienl
Institule, Klumath Fulls

All received grades of
(B) or belter to be i
in the |

They are Michuol 7T
¢r. Lawrence '\
ald R. Gould, Charles J. Gond
{man and David A Elrod
| Medford, Pateicis D, Logan
Talent; Donald D McFeted
Shady Cove, Dean L. Well
man, Esgle Point. and Fran
H. Thompson, Ceniral

ii-.\_\.
Brown, Ger

ol

Paint

il )
o the joint use of stute educn- |

schools. |

8 TS .I-I
g the reg-|
in]t
Malheur |

WITH INVENTION—Mrs. Grace Fiero, one
of the Rogue valley's most versutile citizens,
inventor,
clerk, gardener and baby sitter, poses here
with hottle guards, her most profituble ine

all™

Tenth st.,
musie

Mrs. Fiero said, “bui

she was so deeply religious
she wouldn’l go on the stage."”

Religion was an imperiant

Influence in the lives of mont

of

the Andrews troupers, It

waus faith that started them

on

the singing

Fiero's grandfmllcr John R,

| -

vontion, She was photographed al 537 West
where she and her sisler, Edith,
widow of the lale James Stevens, oper star,
now make their home.

{Knackstedl pholo)

Andrews, was a  Melhodist
elreuit rider in Minnesota.
Singing hymns al his services,
her father, uncles and aunts,
learned they hiad operatic
volees, This reallistion gave
birth to the Andrews Opera

footlights, Ed Andrews, whose such commenls as “appalling

name receptly appeared in
the Mail Tribune's #light O
Time column, abandoned the

opera company and came to/

the Rogue River valley, drawn
by the fruiv boom. He joined
his brother, Will T. Andrews,
who had led the migration to
soulhern Oregon. Later,
George Andrews ¢. ae, and
g0 did opera o Jackson
county.

Grace came to spend her
vacation with her parents.
She stayed to marry Conro
Fiero, Chicago millionaire.
She gave up the opportunily
to star in “Beverly of Grau-
stark" to become hostess al
“Woodlawn," Flero's orchird
home, now known as Mon
Desir Inn,

Glamorous years, filled
with entertaining, followed.
Conro was a Yale man and
the valley had become a mec-
ca for gay young blades from
several eastern schools, It
suddenly scemed to ha : its
own Ivy league. There was
dancing. There was music.
Dining, wining and theatre -
then the apple boom col-
lapsed.

Fieros Lose Orche.d

The Fieros lost their or-
chard in 1017, first ycar of
World War I, Each ent inlo
war work in Washington, D.C.
The colorful life resumed.
Their home became a salon
through which moved social-
iles from many lands, The war
ended, the Fieros  ent 1o
Paris, he as representative of
the Buda machinery company.
They went to Alrica, Conro
representing the White Motor
company, They lived there
several years and loday Grace
describes them as “The most
exciting years of my Vie™

Next in Fiero's business ca-
reer came Canada, In Toronto,
Grace got foollight {ever
ngain and some of the best
press notices of her career,
Starring in “The Three Wed-
dings of a Hunchback™ In
Hart House Lheater wilh the
Players club of the University

effectiveness and Dynamic
power," her scrapbook re-
veals

Wonderful Comeback

“A  wonderful comeback
after so many years at the
bridge table,”" ghe admilted.

Those years were all “Ups™
in Mrs. Fiero's terminology,
“no downs." But the ride on
life’s elevated was brief. Con-
ro decided to leave the Motor
company and returned to the
Stales 1o invest in a promis-
ing invention, (Not his wife's)

Speaking loday as a former
inventor, Mrs, Fiero describes
the idea as wonderful, Il was
for a rator blade vending ma-
chine but It didn't materialize
for the Fieros, However, they
were in the money for a litlle
longer.

Then came the st ck mar.
ket crash and the depression.
Conro's health broke and they
moved into a small New York
Cily apartment with Conro's
sister, a sculpiress.

Works in Shop

Mrs. Fiero went lo work in
# shop. Evenings she made
foundation garmenis for spe-
cial [riends, selling them at
840 each. In search of betler
gariers for the exclusive mod-
els, she called on Venus cor-
poration and this sltarted her
on the inventing Lrail. She
showed the garment to the
manager, Herman Schneits
tacher,

“Too expensive,” she re-
calls hig conversation, “'Try
some inexpensive gadgel.”

"I have it she answered,
and returned with a bottle
guard she had made in Parls
to keep Conro's shavinz lo-
tion from spilling in his lug-
gage. So began her inventing
career, The royalties did not
come in soon, They were very
small for many years. During
those years the Fleros -eally
knew the fecl of a park bench
at night, the gnawing sensa-
tion of hunger in the day.
Recoupes Sianding

Then Conro, who also mov-
ed in extremes, recouped his
financial standing the same

stock market.
But health was not so ecas-|
ily reclaimed, and death md-l
ed the story for Conro, when
he was 56, and out of debt.
Mrs. Fiero returned to Med-
ford. The apple trees had been
gone for many years. The
house, the lawn, th hedges
were quite the same, But now
they were for the public,
“Woodlawn" had become Mon
Desir Inn.

She could have lived on
memories, alone, but she was
an Andrews and no siranger
here,

Works at Store

For a number of years she
worked at the Purucker Mu-
sic Swore. With her sister,
Edith, Mrs. James Stevens,
she cared for her mother un-
til her death.

She concenlrated on her
inventing and her gardening,
her favorite hobby. Her roy-
alty checks grew from two
to -three to four figures and
she wias sure that she was
once again on her way, The
patent on the botile guard ran
out and she went to San Fran-
clsco with models of several
inventions on which she had |
worked far into the right for
many nights. The patent attor-
ney told her she had nothing
to patent.

“Completely defeated 1 re: ‘
turned to my hotel room,
she deseribed the incident. |

“Then 1 zaid to myself ‘Gracie |
this Is nolt the way (o get
things done. 1 gol out my
Bible and asked God what to
do. God said, Gracie go sce
the other patent altorney” and
Gracie did.

Two Basic Patenls

“T'he other patent atlorney
lold me I had two basic pal
enls and several possibilities.”

The pendulum was swing-
ing lo the right again. Bul
not for long, The Korean

It is too difficult and. too cx-
pensive, she said. Her house
and garden arc belter places
in which to live because oi
her inventions and she is con-
tent 1o seek no greater sotis-
faction.
Never Misses Concert

Mrs. Fiero never misses a
concert by the Southern Ore-
gon Philharmonie Sociely,
conducted by Richard Wer-
ner, husband of her cousin,
Carolyn Andrews Werner,
daughter of Ed Andrews, who
continued his career in Med-
ford later joining the Ameri-
can Light opera company. |
Challenge fo Workers |

For five years she has been

canleen chairman of the|
Jackson Counly Red Cross|
chapter. When she has to|

mike a speech she has the|
same butlerflies in her stom-|
ach she had on opening night. |
But her fellow workers say |
she gets the job done just as|
she did behind the footlights. |

The Dec. 2 flood was al
challenge to all Red Cross |
workers here and Mrs, Fiero

! Easy Parking

Grace Fiero, A Woman Who Has Never Known Mediocrity

and her 27 wvolunteers
sponded adequately 1o
need.

Whatever she wins, whats
ever she loses, her philosophy
remains the same.

“It is: It you really want
something, pray for it, work
for it, and you'll get it. You
have to have faith," she de-
clared & luncheon at the
Hotel Mediord. (The remark
triggered that swilch again
and there was no doubt in the
mind of her listener that Mrs.
Fiero has the answer)

Fé=
the

TAX WORK |
MADE EASY

Rent or Leass

® Adding Machine
o Yy‘nwrhtr
Iater

VOIGHT’S

Bth & Grape 772-4100
Green Stamps

confliet broke out and Mrs.

produced in aluminum which
became a sirategic metal. So
ended another well laid plan. |

She hasn't quit inventiing,
but she has given up the idea |

way he had lost it, in the

of having inventions patented, |

trail, Mrs. | company .. of Toronto, her characler
After 40 years behind thel work Inspired the critics to
S e — e
—

Fiero's Inventions were to be |
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THERMO-RITE

The ONLY Time-Tested
GLASS FIREPLACE SCREEN

Enjoyed by Thousands in

g o

PHONE 772-7166

the Rogue River Valley

RADIATES MAXIMUM HEAT
ELIMINATES ROOM HEAT LOSS,
SAVES FUEL

PROTECTS AGAINST FLYING
SPARKS, ASHES. DIRT AND DRAFTS
TWIN DOORS OPEN WIDE FOR
EASY LOADING OF FUEL
CONTROL DRAFT WITH TWO SLID.
ING DOORS FOR FAST OR SLOW
FIRE

SOLID BRASS COMNSTRUCTION,
BEAUTY UNHEARD OF. THOUSANDS
IN USE WINTER AND SUMMER
BURN WOOD, COAL OR GAS

MBER CO.

and Fir Sts.

Building for the Future is

Your Job. Too

For 52 years the Boy Scouts of America has
been working te prepare our young men for the
. to build better citizens. The Boy Scouts
of today are the leaders of tomerrow . .
part of our country's security rests with them.
Boy Scout Week begins next Thuraday .
until February 13th. So, this week we salute them
for their outstanding jeb in fulfilling this goal.
We olter them our wholehearted support and wa

T0PS
TASTE

fulure . .

hape that you

out the nation!

For Fine

participation and cocperation are essential to the
growth and wsefulness of this fine youth meves
mant here in the Rogue River Valley and throughe

'

o o lasly

will do the same. Active adult

FIESTA

ICE CREANM

/ After a session with fellew Boy Scouts, there's nothing quite so refreshing as Jorgensen's

extra-nutritious, extra-flavorful FIESTA ICE CREAM (It gets the added ocomph from an
v exclusive nulrient—=NUTRIMIX!). Scouting is FUN .
FIIN, you'll usually find FIESTA. IV's really GOOD to the last spoonful, comes in convenient
site, colorful cartons that just fit the refrigerater. Stock up TODAY!

. ard whenay

er and whorever there's

Dairy Products Ask for ‘Jorgensens’




