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The weather during the past year had more of an
affect an arco residonts than any olher news bappening

The weathor, in the netural course of ovents, always
makes the news columns; but this year, the weather mace
inore news tian in the past, and as & resdlt; i, s its
fury, was considered the Wop news story of the year by
Muil Tribune news depuriment p annel \

The ¢lifects 'of the weather during the vear will b
felt for many vears in the future

I all slarted ' last January when subzero tempers:
tures, on top of aboul & Isinch snowsdall, persisted {or
several days, winter-killing many shrubs and household
plants, freezing water plpes and cirs and running heat-
g hills highe

The spring generully wis conl

Temperature Sets New Hocord

Then suddenly the temperature went 1o 100 degrees
or morg for 10 consecutive days, setling a new recard
in Medlord

It turndid cool again ledol, considering it was sum-
mer time)

And three months ago the wind blew, and ourlier
this month it rained

And people still are talking about the Columbus Day
wind storm, and the Dee. 2 flood along Bear creek
and Little Bu creck In the Eagle Point area

All but one member of the news department selected
the weather, or one' of its playltul offspring, as the top
news story of the vear. Some stafll members selectod
the Oct, 12 wind storm, others named the Dec. 2 flood,
and others just indicsted “weather” One staff member
rated the posimastership discussion the No. 1 story, and
the Dee. 2 flood second

Highway Construction Ranks High

Highway construction, especially work on the [ree
way, wan rated the second lop stary of the year by 7
of the 12 people voling. The defeat of the home ritle
charter was rated second by two members, while poli
tics, the Rogue Bayin project and the Deo. 2 [food
received o vole coch as the gecond top story.

Thivd, fourth and ffth place news stories during the
vear included five stories with progress in education
hreaking into the top five storfes for the first time in
several yours

Five staff mombers rated the Rogue Basin project the
third top story. Other third-rated storles included educe
tion, three voles: [reoway, two voles; the Tiller moun
tain glide, and the Medford-Alba, Ttaly, exchunges, one
wach

Five ataflf momberg roted  education as the fourth
ranked story. Three members rated the defeat of the
home rule churter as the fourth story, and ane vole each
wis cast for the AlbaMedlord exchange, hospital and
other buildings, the Tiller mountain slide, and Marvin
Madden and Lhe postmastorahip

Fifth Ranked Varies Graatly

The il ranked news slury of the year yacied great
Iy among staff members, Three believed politics ranked
fifth, three others believed (e home ritlle ¢harter defeat
was [ifth, and two eated the Sabin oral polio vaccine
Lifth. Recelving one vole osch were the MeGahuew
cxecution, the Maddenspost office argument, the Win
nemucen to the Sea highway, and progress in education

Mizs Wyalt ereates one of top stories
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Wind damage is extensive in arey on Oct, 12,
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Weather, Or Its Offspring, Voted Top News Story of Past Year

Early December flood makes Bear ereck a river.
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