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~ Petrillo Fails in His Bid for Reelection to Muslc

(Editer's note: A gian! of
the American labor move-
ment fell this month when
James C, Petrille failed in
his bid for reslection as
president of the Chicago
local of the American Fed- |
eration of Musicians. The |
fellowing dispatch looks
back upon the history of
the boy from Chicage's
West Side who called his
country's lune.)

By BARNEY SEIBERT
United Press International

Chicago - UPD - His middie
name is Caesar.

The late Sen. Arthur Van-
denburg called bim & “musi
cal Hitler."

The Iate dictator Benito
Muszolini gave way before
his wrath

But James Caesar Petrillo,

70, whose barbed-wire person-
ality for 40 years caused
tremors from Hollvwood to
Tin Pan Alley. from the con-|
cert stage to the corner tav-
ern, i= o beaten man today.
He was shorn of the power |
which once made him the na.
tion's highest paid labor lead-
er, & man who could defy R|
president of the Urited States. |
Jimmy Peotrillo is still rich. |

But his hopes of & labor
dynasty which would survive |
him are husks of dreame, |

gnawed clean by the Eallots
of those he had led with mu-
tial profit for three genera-
tions

The c¢hair Petrillo held
since 1022 as head of the|
wealthiest union local in the|
us Chicago's Local 10 of
the Americin Federation of |
Musicians - beeame the prop-
erty Dec. 4 of Bernard (Bar-

ney) Richards, obscure soclety
dance band leader who had
never before held union of-
fice.

Petrillo's son. James J.,
was voted put of his post as
financial secretary of Lotal
10 and custodian of its $5 mil-
Hon treasury. Of the elght
Petrillo henchmen ug for re-
election, only two survived,

For the first time in 43
years, Petrillo, who spurned
a $20,000 a year pension from
the: American Federation of
Musiclang four years ago and
A $26,100 annual pension from
Local 10 last year, was off
the union payroll.

Jimmy Petrillo had bull-
dozed hiz way from behind |
a beer spigot on CHLag-Jz-l
West Side slums to become
one of the most powerful la-
bor bosses in U.S, history.

Born March 18, 1802, he|
wis one of five children of a|
poor Italian immigrant sewer
digger.

When he wae 8, Jimmy's
parents scraped together
enough money to buy him a
trumpet. They hired a neigh-
bor in the melting pot area
around Jane Addams' famed
Hull House settlement to give|
Jimmy music lessons

When Jimmy Petrillo was
14, he organized his own
eight- nlr"t'c nr"‘w‘-‘..’a and play-
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nation’s highest paid

One of his first tests came :
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theaters tried to replace thelr
pit bands with pipe organs
After a briefl strike, the thes-
ter owners surrendered

In 1831 Petrillo forced Chi-
cago hotel owners Lo sign un-
ion shop contracis by threat
ening to call a sirike on New
Yeir's Eve.

The me venr Chicago's
Italian gul hired a pon-|
union band to play for a fes-|
tival for the Malian-American
colony, Petrillo dispatehed a |
writhful cablegram to Musszo-
linl. Mussolini hedged at first. |
Then bhe ordered a union
band |
Highest Paid in Labor

In 1040 he was elecied
president of the American |
The |
new Jjob plus his old one as|
head of Local 10 gave Petrillo |
a salary of S46,000 a wveir,

labor movement,

‘Hell, wlien | need any-
thing, T just tell the boyvs and
give it to me," he sald, |

Petrillo's first tiit with one |
of the nation's great came |
when the late Vice President
\ Charles G. Dawes, & .hicago |
banker, persuaded a group of |
an mugiciang to play
at a Chicago hotel. Petrillo
forced the hotel to employ
stand-by musicians from Local
10

In 1947 John L. Lewis, head
of the Congress of Industrial
Organizations, offered the
American Musicians Union a
CI1Q charter, Petrillo counter-
ed by offering to take in
members without the 8100
mitiation fee. He never for-
gave Lewis,

No Mention of John

“There will be no mention
of John L. Lewis, friendly or
undriendly, on any Chicago
sage ne long as I am running
thiz union,” Petrillo said, and
he enforced hiz words

Five days after his election
to head the American Feders
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