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James Meredith, Preoccupied With | ~
Thoughts, Havmg Scholastic Trouble

Editor's Note: Al Kueltner.
UPI southern reporter, who
wis on the scone when James
Moredith entered the Uni-
wvoralty of Mississippi and
coversd ths subsequent riotl
and olther evenls., has return-
ed 1o the Oxlord campus of
the university to report aon
the situation 11 weeks lafer.
He reporis Meredith faces an |y,
academic erisis, and describes | grder and the power of feder.
the atmesphere al school g1 marshals and the U. §,
where 20 U. S, marshals and [ Army on the riotous night of
500 troope are still on duty ‘wpl 30, began clusses ehorl-
o erlorce the aliendance and
insure the safety of the single

but plenly of indirect
bearing on his academic
situation. To put It blunily
Meredith at the moment Is a

ng -

of decigion could comis either

mester  In

June

Moeredith, who was brought
the campus under courl

January, or

tian the next day.

Negro student, | In the beoginning, despite
. TETTET volatile demonstrations and
||\?fj'ijl'u;‘lt]fcuz.'l'::]-ua?umﬂ. fnsults agiinst him, Aore-
Howard Meredith, ihrough dith plunged enthusiastically

into his studies. With virtual-

some: of the hardest sludying Iy all campus activities closed

any college student has ever
done, may pull through at
the Univerzity of Mississippl. | suite studving
Bul unless | his grade level

starts up sharply and quick- Undergoes Change

1%, e is a good candidate lnl But in the 11 weeks the 20-
{flunk oul. yeur-old Negro has been an

spitre time in his Baxter Hall

The fact that Meredith s |the “Ole Mis" canmpus, he
a Niegro has no direct beur- (hax  undergone & sublle
—eeeeeeeeeeee | ¢lange. His scholastic record

has laken n nose divo. It is
known thot he has been tak-
ing tranguiliters so he can
sleep, He has chewsd his fin-
gernails 1o the quick. He
nervously gnawsg on pencils
in-olass.

Meredith will not discuss
His grades or his chances of
academie survival. But inter-
views with students:who have
classes with him and  with
other sources al the univer-
sity permit & reliable look sl
the dilemma of this contro-
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to him, he spent most of his |

| the

Iy admitted (o the university,
University

gel stralght about Meredit!

at the end of the current se- [ is that he is not stupid. He is | like a classmate or the pro-
In | having his worst trouble with | fessor to belp him out. Mere- |
consider-

\he  s0-

algebra but shows
able intelligence in
clal aelences

Man Preoccupled
| Lookitig al hix textbooks
and talking with Lthe man,

iy after his formal regisira- | dith has the stuffl to pass his | taking,

you get the impression Mere- | quiring quite a bit of note BochASE
Meredith takes few M -
work = i he weron't preoe- | notes. i
cupied.  Bul, allhough he | Exams Next Month . uﬁ sun,”s B s ﬂooﬂs
won't say fo, Meredith s 5

| man preoceupied. On the sur-
face, things look almost nor-
mnal on the campus,
down to the

Grove"” where the Sept. 3l
riot occurred
i The explosive davs and

nights of demonsirations and
| vinlence, of Army jeeps every
of

I’a- feet on the campus,
| . 5. mershals dogging Mere-
r!llh s every foolsteps are vir
tually gone

The foree of mnrshals as
signcd to the
is down {n

about 20. The

Army hus pulled oul all but

about 300 troops, most of
whom stay off the campus
The few marshals who

“mather hen" the
and from closses try to blend
into the Iandscape

‘Iu stay out of sight when
Moredith goes alone 1o the
university cafelerla. Hardly |
a head is turned these days

{as e moves about the cam- |

pus

Bul Meredith Knows
are there. They sleop in the
room next to him at Baxter

They answer his telephone
as a secrelary would, At least |
onee, human nature belng

what it s, Meredith is known
to have given his guardians
the slip briefly.
Denies Any Effects

Meredith denies that the
1ittte things which happen to

{him on the campus have any

effect. Bul they happen
There was the boy in one

clags, two seals away, who

periodically [licked on a cig

aretle lighter, causing il 1o
play "Dixie" every time {he
| thing 1it up. By the end of

|e

aks, there was an uproar of
lnughter
In algebra eliss, 11
another tack, On
cisions, Meredith hag gone to
blickbhonrd with  cloy
mates o copy

fakes

down, eqiias

| tlons assigned by the profes-

sor for ealeulation on  the
| bbnrd
Unabile 1o fmrnlh- the as.
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verstal young Negro who was
the first of his race knowing- | seat

sources emphia- | answer. Hands go up enthusi-
borderline siudenl. The time |=ize that the first point {0 | astically.

right
glowing Christ-
mag tree at the edge of “The

Meredith case

Negro 1o

They try

they |

]r‘\w-p' for the facl that the

-
Meredith takes his e
The class I asked If %
| anyone can help out with the

§ | SIgnment

teacher then
i He would

The
1| asks Meredith

SUHPER VALUWE

=" GIET SALE

dith chooses the prof
He says Hitle In class, often |
just angwers the roll
In English literature, Mere.
| dith I8 in & clags of about 40,
It's a lecture type class re-

The weoks of lectures, of
blackboard experiences with
cubic equations, irrational al-
| gebraic expressions and solu-
tion of linear equations and
of pop quizzes are about over,

Following the Christmas

vacations, final exams are set
3 for Jan. 17-25.

Meredith needs good grades
on his finals te pull up his
average. If he — or any stu-
dent — ends the semester with
# grade helween 1 and 2 (E
and D), he could petition the
- | eommitlee on admissions 1o

let him in nex! semester on
neademic probation. If a slu-
dent's semester grade it be-
low 1 (E) he normally would
be dismissed

If readmitted on probation,
such a student would have to
pull his average up to a 2
| (D) in the nex! semesler or |
he would be finished.
| Meredith denles that the |
little things in his life on the |
campus have made a nioun- |
tdin of pressure for him. In
|an interview, he said

“The thing thot worries me
is that the atmosphere that
caused the federal forces to
be here in the first place is
[till here, Nothing hus been
I done to change thal

“T am not concerned about
the little things. I am con-
cerned about the fact Negroes
don’'t have adequate oppor-|
tunities for geiting an educa.
tion. The little things are
simply part of the system that
Itv:'l.l!\. Negroes down,

A (LB 1 4 stem |'1 what Lelll'ﬂ'(r
the riol. My ullimate goal i=
lo find & cure for the system
and I am only important as
| can affeet the change”
Commenis en NAACP

Meredith was asked about
roports that he Is on the ouls
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with the Nattonal Asgaciation
for 1the Advancoment of Col.
ored People which helped fi-
nance his court fight 1o en
roll at Ole Miss. |
| "I am not b daggar’s polnt
! with the NAACP or anyone," |
| hee said. “But T have never
felt the NAACP had exclu-
sive responsibilily where Ne.
gro problems are concerned

W

NAACP s an established or-
ganization."
Meredith gaid the baltle he
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ix fighting is “not A day to -}E.'I-D-l“
Irln‘\' situation. T will he in r

this five years {rom now, ten
| yonrs,"
he Justice Department

| estimaled #t
1151
g -m
000, te

already has cost
450,000, not eount-
v costs of SURHD
rep Meredith in the
The government
o earcy

1y
is prepared

definitely sn
dith

univer
on oan
ong as Mere-
Iz A student
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School News

Hedrick Junior High

| The Hedrick seventh, eighth
and ninth grade choirs will
put on thelr annual Christmas

show Dee, 10 Carrell Griber
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