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SHRINKING DOLLAR Everybody talks about the "shrink-
ing dollar" but Mrs. C. G. Laster, Atlanta, Ga., has proof
that dollar bills, at least one she owns, aren't what they
used to be. She holds a standard sized dollar behind the
dwarfed bill she received in change, to show the more than
one inch difference in length. The Federal Reserve bank says
the bill is real but offered no explanation for the smaller
dimensions. (UPI)
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operation of the Ashland
Community hospital wound
up in the black, Philip Hunt-

ley, hospital administrator,
told members of the Ashland
Chamber of Commerce Tues-

day.
Huntley called this achieve-

ment "virtually unheard of"
among new hospitals.

He attributed the hospital's
financial success to two fac-

tors, the availability of part
time help in the Ashland area
and the modern design of the
hospital.
Expand, Reduce Staff

The availability of part
time help made it possible
for the hospital staff to be
expanded or reduced in pro- -
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Thrill lo vibrant, lifelike stereo from Its brilliant

sound system. See the mellow beauty of its rich wood

veneer cabinet. Relax in the assurance its lightweight,
balanced tone arm with diamond-syntheti- c sapphire
needles will protect your precious records. See it, hear

it today at Sears!

Movie-squar- a h overall diagonal
screen, 282-sq- . in. viewing area. Dark

mahogany color metal cabinet is only
13-i- deep. Full-tone- d up-fro- speak-

er. New bonded picture tube.DRAWING SATURDAY, DEC. 15-9- :00 P.M.
479.95 ...... "Color TV Prices Low as

Insured Jobless

Rate Declines
Salem - H'PH - Insured un-

employment was lower in all
but three areas of the state
for the week ending Dec. 8

compared to last year, David
H. Cameron, Oregon Depart-
ment of Employment Com-

missioner said here Wednes

tients, the administrator point-
ed out, while the design of
the hospital m ade it possible
for "a maximum number of
patients to he cared for by
a minimum of personnel."

The Ashland hospital's av-

erage occupancy during the
year was only 51 per cent,
Huntley added, while many
hospitals needs a 65 or 70
per cent occupancy in order
to break even.

The hospital had a total
payroll of $178,000 during its
first year, ending Oct. 30,
1962, and labor constituted
about 70 per cent of the over-
head. :

1,700 Patients Admitted

During the first year 1.700

patients were admitted and
there were 1,851 outpatients.
A total of 235 babies were
born, including three sets of
twins, and there were 771

major surgeries. The average
length of stay in the hospital
was 3.1 days.

Huntley praised the hospi-
tal auxiliary for helping with
supplementary chores.

He added that the hospital's
first budget did not include
a payment to the city of Ash-

land, which financed its con-

struction. Methods of paying
back some $40,000 owed the
city are now being worked
out, he explained.
Defends Hospital Charges

After completing his report
on the hospital's first year,
Huntley spoke in defense of
hospital charges in general.
"The cost of medical care
has risen tremendously in the
last 10 years." he said. "Mod-
ern drugs which save patients
that would have died ha 1 they
become ill a few years ago
are expensive, and new equip-
ment often becomes obsolete
in just a few months." he
added.

Huntley cited lack nf com-

petition between hospital
supply firms as anoth.r fac-

tor in the high rnst of med-
ical care.
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day.
The three exceptions were

in the Astoria, Tillamook and HcfBcfB
lnieoo areas, mosuy aue to
mill shutdowns and layoffs in
fish canneries.

Statewide there were
unemployment insurance

benefit weeks claimed last
week, a rate of 4.7 compared
to 24.270 weeks in 1961, a
rate of 6.1 and 12.277 weeks
a month earlier, a rate of 3.1.
The increase over last month
was due to the decrease in
outdoor work, Cameron said.
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