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CHEAP VICTORY — The Baitle of Fred-

ericksbury, fought on Dec.

teen ealled a “slaughlerpen’.
but more. 1t was a cheap Confedernte vic

tory in terms of casuallies; 1
General Burnside; = display
age by Federal troops, and
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13, 1862, has
It was that Congress
shown
he downiall of
of sheer cour-
an indecisive

-

| ducing salon,

Washington -~ W0
scientists at Huntsville, AIn.,‘
operate a morgue and a clin-

They perform autopsies, re-

unwanted poundage.
Their goal Is not healthier

and  handsamer people
more  effleient and
rovkets

rockel parts thal have
prematurely,. The organs

among the Saturn rocket's

most vital organs.

The pounds they remove
are part of the deadwelght

which cuts down the amount |
of paylond a rockel can)|

battle after which the Union forces retired
to recuperate,
collection,
putting down a
while under fire from Confederale sharp-
shooters during the fight. (UPI)

Here, from the Library of
Federal troops are
pontoon  bridge

The Battle of Fredericksburg

By MERTON T. AKERS

UPl Correspondent

The butlle of Fredericks-
bur, fought on Dec. 13, 1862,
hiig boen called n “slaughters
pen

It was that bub Il also was
much more.

It was:

—A cheap Confederale vie-
tory in terms of easualties

The downfall of Maj, Gen.
Ambrose E. Burnside,
fourtll Unlon commnnder n
the East to splinter his mili-
tary repuiation wsgeinst the
Army of Northern Virginia,

A displuy of sheer cour-
nge by Union froops unsurs
possed in any Clvil War bat-
tle,

Another indecisive bal
tle after which the Army of
the Potomue rotited 1o re-
cuperate and the Conloder-
otew remained on the defen-
| HAYL the same situation
which had oceurred wftor the
Penlnsula, Second Muannssas
and Mapyland | campnligng,

Aller that bloady 131h
anturdny the W pleture
romuinued the smme excepl thit
1,870 Ameriean would noyer
flght again — 1,284 Fedeenls,
805 Confederales. The bodies
of the Unlon dead were fro-
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zen into the two and one-half
miles of red flets below the
lieights on the west bank of
the Rappahannock River at
ihe devastated city of Fred-
erfcksburg Vi
Not Deadliest Battle

Fredervicksburg was  nol
the dendlicst one-day battle
of the war Anftietam
{Sharpsburg) holds that bloody
honor

But when the North learn-
ed the full story 0,600 Un-
jon soldiers wounded and 1.

morale took another plunge.
Richmond's elation hound-
od high with the victory, I's

casunily total of 5,300 was
legs than half the Union loss-
| e,

But the cold truth was that
the Norih could replace 11s
losses, as big as thoy were;
the Confederates could not,

The battle of Fredericks-

|burg  was  Burnside’s ldea,
When he succesded Mol Gon,
George B MeClelon early in
November of '62 he realized
he was expected to fHght and
soon, He moved the Army of
the Potomae from Il5 poki-

tion' jusl enst of the Blue
Ridge Mountains eastward Lo
Fredericksburg.

The movement was well
sereened, so well that Con-
federatle Gen, Robert E. Lee,
whose forces were divided,
losl several days ying to
futhom Burnside’s maneuvers

Butl the pontoon bridges
which Burnside lind ordered
to cross the Rappahannock
wore delayed, Why thiey were
delayed Is disputed yet, Like-
Iy the reason wis a mixup in
ordors with Mu). Gen. Henry
W. Hulleck, commuander of
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700 missing in addition to |
those killed in action for a
grond total of 12,6563 — |is

the Urdon armies, bearing a
share. The error gave Lee
time to move into defensive

positions.

On Dee, 11 the Union army
began to lay the bridges
scross the river, about 400

feet wide at that point,

On the Unlon left down-
river fromn Fredericksburg
— three bridges were flung
across overnight without op-
position desplte & hull an
inch of fee on the river.
Different Story

But in front of Predericks-
burg the story was different.
There  Confederale  sharp-
shoolers of Barksdale's Mis-
aissippl  brigade picked off
the Union pontooniers as fust
ns they appeared. An o artil-
lery barrage falled to dis-
lodge the marksmen. Only
when 200 volunteers [rom
the Seventh Michigan and e
#oth New York paddled
acrogs the river In pontoons

were the Mississippians clean.
ed put; Then the bridges were
|i‘nm]||1‘11'ri but by that time
i owis 4:30 pom, oo lale for
lnetion that day

The next morning the
12th o Iriendly fog lay
over the river and concealoed
the crossing of Burnside's
army. Part of It pushed into
Fredericksburg proper  and
acoupied the town,

By aftornoon when (he fog
Hifted, most of the Union army
was in position; drawn up in

| battle order on the (lats

| I Burngide had been in oa
position 1o attack early that
| day, the story Of Fredericks-
| burg might have been differs
ont for Lee still did not have
all his forees In the line that

curved  baek  of Frederleks-
burg on the ridges, Two of
his divislons . 1. Hill's

and Jubial Early's sl were
f.m thoir way from downriver.
|  But Burnside did not at
tack that day
| In fact he
ders

chianged lils o
Instead of attacking the
Cunfederate right on Dee 13
where Lt Gen, Thomas J
(Btonewall) dJackson commani-
ed. with two full covps, he
used only o part of his foveos
With  bands plaving  and

| Banners snapping in cwinil,
Ma), Gen, George G
ion of 5,000

Meade's
men,

o q

tak R

Linto

wall I n leg |

belore |1 e [

n good b oof i
Regi s At |

Insting W willg

er on Stalford Height
Mende's  nttack found w
hole in Jackson's Tind
Three Layera Dacp
e  bluecoats rushed
through and 10 appeared itH)
Confedesule ne waa  belng
rolled Back. But at this poir
the line was three layvers deep
in Rebe] troops, AMoea
fittle belp from the I
ae division, held on tor 20
minutes but pulled back n
free of counter attacks
AR LARTY Was 11
int
o
Co
] 1 W 1
misd a sunken rond. The
winll wis al ol hig
ideal breastworks for stand

shove into space
Huntsville is the home of
the Marshall space flight cons
ter of thoe National Aeronau-
tics and Space administration
It Is the place where giant
moan rockels are conceived.
| Worle Described
|  The work of the men who
man the morgue, ¢linlc and
reducing salon wis described
recently by Don Lakey, an!
information official of the

Cirislm—as Lighting
Contest Planned

Central Polnt - The Chrisl-
mas  lighting contest, spon-
sored by the Central Point
Junlor Chamber of Comimerce
and Pacifie Power and Light
company, will be a different
project this year in regards to
the compeotition.

Every home is eligible with
no entry blanks required
Every home in the radius of
three miles is automatically
entered, Jayeee officinls not
od.

Judging will he done on all
cleetrionl displays on basis of
orlginality and Ingenuity.
Homes will be Judged Dee.
21 and 22, Residentls wishing
lo compete are to leave the
lights on their display from
5430 to 10 pm

A grand prize and several |
socond prizes will be award-
ed

Burnside threw seven divi-
sions of infontry al Marye's
Heights, brigade by brigade. |
| As one brigande was shattered
by Copfederite muskel .n\t||

from: behind the
stone will about o hll
| mile long another chirged
through, over and around the |
[dead dnd wounded only 1o
meel the same (ate.

The Union infantry made
14 attncks, each rolled back
with the fow survivors duck-
fng into n small depression
or behind the Tew houses in
the oren, There they rolled
the bodies of thelr comrades
inte ricks and fought from
[belind the barricade of hi-
man  fHedh which slowly
froie as llII{h‘ ctame on,

Bodies Propped Up

Sume of the Federals hung
on the fringes of Morye's
Heights all night in the bit-
ter cold, As the wounded dicd
their bodies were plled on
the barricades or propped Em-‘
zon UL ns dumb sentries I

Such was the “slaughlers
penn’ or Yvplley of denth* |
einlled the battle of Fredercks-
burg

T defont Burn ‘

cannon fire

crushed
sihe. That night he proposed
(o put himsell nt the hoad of
lix Ninth  Corps  and
Irll.u.;r the heights agoin, por

wping vowould die at

ald

hwps

RIywWing |
1IN Fiosd andl  burne AWAY

the fog
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Scientists Hold Post-Mortems To Aid Space Work

~ Space | Marshall center,

thelr paris are subjected to
lie and what amounts to 8 re-| many stresses. Somelimes un-| of diagnosis and prrupntl“n_.pilru but weighs less than a
|der ground test conditions al
piece of metal will fail

| the
pair internal organs and think | thine

up new ways of eliminaling | glogists subject a faulty purt|iracked in by foot could se | 1
; | ge-| spend thelr time trimming i T R
to close study. to grow apace. One rocket

but | it, dissect it, They determine |
relinble| what made it fail,

The bodies they dissect are [to keep the specific failure
died | from happening again,

they refurbish are the hun.|C-l
dreds of valyes which are|perfect flight tests suggests

stand almost as high on its
pad as 4 40-story building,
“Uinless constant studies are
answer.! | mugde 'on welght cantrol,” La-
K ways, ‘n Tocket could
ridiculous dimensions.

(that the morgue crew, head- the clinic range in length from not necessarlly the
ed by “Doc* Rollin Wagaer, |less than two inches to 17|according to Lakey The ex-
has done a pretty good Job|inches. One six-incher has 203 | Peris are always scarc
for example, for low-weight
al structures which will
The so - called elinic actual-| pound and a half, The Saturn -;l:md:}‘.!‘,I;’(‘;,l::‘:.".,?.g;:I',.- “p
In|ly looks like one In gome re-|has more than 400 such valves Ipl.ll'l the rucl]-'u-t ,
‘n super-clean | Weight Trimmed As space missions become
the dust! The reducing speciallils .o00 ambitious, rockets tend

Rockets are complex and ¢
react

“QIL TO BURN"
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margue, engineer<detec-| spect. It s
who operute llke path-| area where even

_;n'_\u,n.!y rr_mlml'nmnle rocket | weight from the rocket 10| pnvisaged for fulure lunar
They photograph it, x-rn)-if:f-'!‘lpﬂ"@l'I'_S"_ make more weight available | zn4 1,[,,‘,".1.“.\. flights would
The air is filtered and care- | for payloads, robot or human, | ——— sl Ao
{ully conditioned, Germs are| For every five pounds taken |
Then they figure out how | forbidden to enter because|off the advanced Saturm, it/
“enough of them could clog|is estimated, it will be pos.
a valve pore and cancel a|sible to add one pound lo
The fact that the Saturn| multimillion dollar space |the payload.
bouvster has made three|probe’ “Trying to push Saturn

Dehentures

The valves reconditioned in | away from the fuel table is
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Like a LETTER from HOME—-Every Day!
Subscribe this Christmas to the

THE MAIL TRIBUNE IS THE CHRISTMAS GIFT
THEY WILL APPRECIATE. Regional and local news
. what more wonderful

for your

STUDENT
SERVICEMAN

One Year by Mail . $18.00 RELATIVES

in the Mail Tribune
gift to a son in service, a son or daughter away
al school or some out of tewn friend or relative
than a subscription to the Mail Tribune. Merely
send us the information called for on the special
order form below, and we will do the res.

Low Cost Rates

6 Months by Mail . $10.00
3 Months by Mail . $5.00
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