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; Problem Research
, Eugene - Mental attitude,

personal involvement, and
; conflict may be among the
, vital factors in the production
t of creative solutions to prob- -

lems, according to Dr. Ray Hy- -'

man, associate professor of
; psychology at the University
. of Oregon.

Dr. Hyman has recently re- -
ceived a $5,000 grant from the

, General Electric Foundation
for the second consecutive
year for this research on the
factors which inhibit or stim
ulate creative problem-sol-

ing, particularly in technology
and science.

In one series of experiments
during the past year, groups
of university psychology stu
dent were presented with a

problem involving ways of en
couraging European tourists

' to visit the U.S. Each group
was asked to list either the
advantages or the disadvan-
tages of common or uncom
mon solutions to the problem,
and then come up with their
own solutions.

The experiment created two
different conditions under
which the information was
absorbed, setting up cither
positive or negative mental
attitudes toward the informa
tion.

On the whole, those who
had listed the advantages
tended to incorporate these so-

lutions into their final essays,
while those who had listed the
disadvantages tended to avoid
use of these solutions.

"The effect of the induced
negative attitude toward the
obvious or common ideas
seems to have 'blocked' the
subjects in this group from
employing themes they other-
wise would have incorporated
into their solutions," Dr. Hy-

man explained.
"As a consequence, these

subjects produced solutions by
using new themes, ones that
were more novel. . .We are
tempted to suggest that their
solutions, therefore, are some-

what more 'creative' than
those produced by the other
groups," he said.

Luminous Ceilings

Lighten Kitchens
Luminous ceilings made en-

tirely from fiberglass reinforc-
ed plastic diffuser panels loom
as a marvelous new Christ-

mas gift idea from hubby to
the long suffering "kitchen
squinlcr."

A new "Luminous White"
color providing the highest
possible degree of uniform

light distribution in a new ma-

terial - called "F i L i t e" --

manufactured by Filon Corpo-
ration, is made with an ex-

clusive "water -- clear" glass
fiber.

The "FiLite" is ideal for
kitchens, bath rooms, hall-

ways and game rooms.
With soft,

diffused lighting in the kitch-

en - beauty is added and
fatigue - every woman' ma-

jor enemy is dramatically cut
down.

"FiLile" comes in sheets
and rolls, in metal framed
modular sections to fit all
standard T - suspension sys-

tems, and in special pre-cu-

unframed iizes.
The manufacturer assures

that virtually
anyone handy with tools can
Install the ceiling in a short
time and offer it as a wonder-
ful Christmas morning sur-

prise to mother.
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PRACTICAL GIFT "What I
pretty practical gift," that's
what the lucky hostess will

sjy when she receives this
Gourmet Electric French
bread warmer. It's a 20" long,
Imported Madeira wicker bas-

ket with a removable zipper
cover that's washable. It keeps
long bread loaves or other
bread varieties warm all the
way through and through the
longest dinners. Other electric
warmers in this Rift line in-

clude a Plate Cozy which
warms a dozen dinner plates
right at the table: a new bun
warmer that keeps rolls and
baked desserts warm, too. By
Kat Gourmet
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