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Your Money’s
Worth

By SYLVIA PORTER
Capytight, Hall Syndicate, Inc.

FOUR-DAY CHRISTMAS WEEK END

If you work for a corporation which does not have tol
stay open the day before Chrigimas to serve the public, the
odds are yow'll get a four-dny Christmas week end this year,

Christmaz falls on Tuesday. “It's one of those years,” and,
sccording (b the annual Dartnell Corp. survey of holidas
practices, 77 per cent of a broid cross-section of companies
In 23 states and Canada will close the previous Monday
Exceptions will be stich businesses s retall stores which will
be active right up to the Christmas eve deadline

The New Year's week end will be nowhere near as relaxed

for most of you. Nearly &G8 per cent of the companies sur
veyed will be open regular hours that Mond You may,
though, get a few extra hours off, for many firms will close
between noon and 3 p.m. to give employees a running start |
Into New Year's eve

This Thanksgiving eve marks the start of the scason for
buginess parties, business holiday gifts, extra time off—and
there are some provocative aspects to the picture this yvear

For instance, one distinct trend is loward restriction of
corporation gift giving.

Whatever the forces behind the trend—the pelitical
scandals involving giving of gifts both in the Eisenhower
and in the Kennedy administrations, the mounting concern
about business ethics and morality, the lack of comph in
the sconomy. the break in the stock market. the tightening |
of the tax laws or & combination of part or all of these— |
the fact is that the trend has been accelerating. Darinell
discloses that 47 per ceni of the companies it surveyed
have a no.gift pelicy, an increase of 8 per cent just in one
year, Many who do not prohibit the taking or giving of
gifts discourage them under unwritten rules.

Where the no-gift policy is writlen, it usually is stricl
As ope illustration, IBM sends a letter to its suppliers saying
flatly, “You will appreciate our reminding you that It 1= our|
policy not to aceept gifts, either from suppliers or those who
desire lo become suppliers.” Mack Trucks' instruction i
similarly stern: "No employee is o solicit or accept gifts
at any time of the year." Raytheon adds thal alter stating its
“policy probihiting the acceptance of gifis or gratuities by
our employees” the sentence, It is extremely Important to
avoid any action which could be construed as an Impropey
influenee on our procurement activity”

A distinet trend this yeat too is toward less expensive
business gifts when they are given,

Another study just made by “"The Counselor,” a trade
magazine in the specialty advertising industry. reveals a
sharp drop in the amount being spent for each business
gift. While the $25 limit on the tax deduction allowance
for each business gift won't go into effect until 1963, the
number of $100 and $200 gifts ordered has plunged (Oec-
tober and November are the traditional menths for buying
of business gifts), Gifts costing less than 525 are way up.
with most in the 55515 range. and the average business
gift expenditurs now down to around 57 per person, The
new fax law also haz given a boost to “selective gift"” plans
—under which each recipient can select what he likes from
s booklet illustrating a variety of gilts in the same price
range. The reason is that the booklels provide the com-
panies with a complete record of their gift spending and
this will be required under the new tax law.

The type of gifts is changing as well. Gifts for the home
are In an uptrend, desk items pre in a major decline, In!
foods, cheeses and preserves are gaining al the expense of
turkeys, hams and liguor

P.5.; Counaclor's prize
year goes io Hnunn clgars,

PP.S.: If you're in for a lour-day Christmas week end |
and you're still on many business gifts lists, you've probably
enjoyed reading this report. I haven™ particalarly enjoyed |
writing it, though. In my job my days off will be Christmas
Dayv and New Year's Day, period, As for business gifts, 1
ﬂldlll even ul W r|11n|.| of n;.l\ calendnrs lasi yeur,
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NOW! You have lots of time to
get a good negative before Christmas
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Here's what Mrs. John Markham of Myrtle Creek says aboul electric living... .
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ELECTRIC

APPLIANCES
's how electricity

helps the
Markham family:

Range
Refrigarator-Freerer
Water Heaters—2
Heat Pump
Freezer

Dryer

Washer
Dishwashar
Television
Radios—2

Waste Disposer

A Vacuum Cleaners—2

Sewing Machine
Arr Conditioner
Electric Blankets~5
Room Heaters—2
Power Tools—6
Warming Ovens—2
Lighting

Knile Sharpaner

“ Portable Fan

“We're remodeling for all-electric living with all the

Y

Electric Floor Mop
Slide Projectors—2
Movie Projector

- ’ 99 W Sandwich Grillg—2
wonderful appliances we've dreamed about for years W Record laer
M Roaster
ﬁ!: Mixsr
M Ventilating Fans—3
Doing our house over fram top to bottom with all the latest How about you—are you makiag full use of j?::;:fmun-s
electric conveniences is a really exciting familv project. We're Reddy Kilowatt's helpful service? 8 Fry Pan
tall r elect hal t L 13 ' . . Ins 1he tyr L. S haoir !‘{wamn"m
mstalling electrnie helpers to make IIVIng easiel and more com- I“ .r: ‘ :Ii'-l---‘j.;-:’,.- ot B Deep Fryer
fortable in nearlv every conceivable wayv, My hushand and I - M it :T:::;r::g-lm
have alwayvs felt that electric service was a marvelous value— “ Shaver
In the average Pacific Powedand home o S i
now we can really take full advantage of if,” Redty wotks 732 houts per month ﬁp&m&:ﬁy Fwer Sier
== 739 KWH # Yard Lighting
I'housands of other Pacific Power & Light customers, like Mis Heating Pad
) . ) ) p f Mes. Markham's home & Irons—=2
Markham. live better because they make generous and effec- Reddy works 3272 hours per montt i, Heat Lamp
Vibwator Chair and Heator

1270 KWH

tive wse of :II‘V_’('I'II I"lH LTIC service.

W,

How

Hait Deyer
Juke Box

many of these

appliances work for you
in your home?




