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Critical Food Problem Faced
By |nd|as Population Boom

By . C. PANDE

sive populstion growih hax
put on food resources worries
planners, Former census reglse
trir R. A. Gopaluswami plac-
ed food gralns requirements
for a population of 520 milliun
at @ minlmum of 108 million

tons por year,

Allowing for a population
af 480 million by 1068, & Ford
Foundation agricultural pro-
duction team, reporting in|
1959, fixed a 100 to 110 mil |
lion tons requirement of food
graing, The team wartied that
on the basis of a 3.2 per cent
yearly rate of increase record-
ed between 1062 and 1050, the
unnual gap between supply
and demand ax of 1966 would
be 28 million tong,

Team Comment

Edgar T. Hoover and Ans-
ley J; Conle of the Ford Foun-
dition team commented: “No
coneglvable program of Im-
ports or rationing could meet
a erisis ‘of this magnitude
The team Indlented that even
adownward trend in the birth
riate beginning as soon as 1066
may be o late to permit ine
creased living standards.,

India’'s birth rate during
the second development plan
pericd (1956-1961) was 407
per 1,000, against a death fote |
of 1.6 per 1,000,

The director of the Indiun
Institute of Population
Studies Dr. Sripati Chan. |
driasekhar, said recently on
the All Indin Radio: “If all the
henlth projeets contained m
India's third (development) |
plan are completed, the 21.6
per 1000 death rate will reg-
Ister even o further decline.
520 Million

“While thizs may be ex-
tremely  welcome  from  the
humanitatian point of view,
It I8 estimated  Indin's popus
lation can reach the unman:
agenble figure of 520 million
by 1071."

The Inerease in India's pop.
ulation las been phenomenal.

Belween 1871 — when the fivst
rather incomplete census was
taken — iind 1021, the popula.
ton i the country increaged
from 214 to 248 million, a
rather small increase for hall
noeentury.

But Letween 1021 and 1951,

| more than 100 milllons were

udded (b the population.
While the decisive (actor
Bohingd the explosion (s the de-
cline in India's death pate
there are other  significint
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Muorrisge is nol merely a
soctal Institution but » semi-
religious duly in the country,
Hindus believe girls should be
mirried before puberty, The
necessity. of having a son (o
perform {he “Shradha™ (puri-
Lication of the dead by means
of offering suered water and
tond to fire) ceremony at the
funeral of the father, thereby
wssurlog  his  salvation, also
helps explain the universality
of parenthond smong Hindus
Although  the Suarda  act
banning child marringes wis
passed  in 1920, millions of
Rirls vontinue 1o marey enrly
In the raral areas neacly #0
perocent of all 1eon-agers are
mirried, 1t s nol aneommon

yone dn India,
usunlly soon:
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“baby  bride” along with a
basked full of dolls, retiles anad
other tovs, apparently moeam
o provide entertainment for
the young lady of the Bouse
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Realizntion of the urgeies
of the problem is evident from
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rupees  1836.7  million

family plunning in the thied
plin perind
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POSTERS HAIL KENNEDY—A few hours alter President Kennedy, the Defender of Whe Americas™ In ihe back-
Kennedy announced the military guaranting of Cubna on ground in Rio de Juneira's muil rail terminal *Central do
Oct. 20, posters similar {o the one shown here, suddonly Brasil." (UPI}

.'u:|u-.'1!-'l| all over Riu de Janeiro, The sign reads “‘Hail
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in seeking the holdup man
who robbed photographer Vin-

dent Armag, 53, Armne eaid complefe Dinners 5295

the bandil lirst posed lor some Rolish Tray ® Soups & Salad @ Dessart @ Boverage
photographs for his mather . . .
it Ahen slugged and rabbed ® Pan Fried Chicken Fritters
Indlepentdonee, Mo, At Fot- | him. Police made  prints of ® Roast Tom Turkuy
® Chicken Livers and Bacon

@® Roast Leg of Lamb

® Baked Virginia Ham, Champagne Sauce
Bring all the children—Same Menu—Under 12, $1.50
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FOURTH & FRONT STREETS

Phone 779.-1614

You are cordiall y preview
of Medford's newest and most beautiful
] 'Ith‘

restaurant next Sunt

between the hours of 1 and 5 p.m

For the past six weeks we have been
busily transforming the ¢ 15es Into
\.'."i"ls'JT we think wi f

unsurpas erv

congenial atmosphere
be elegant, but not expensive
prices will prevail at both
dinner

Qur staff has beer
trom amoeong Med i
experienced restaura
of us are looking
in the triendlies
guest for a cup
let’s get acquainted




