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Pragnancy in Diabetic Women

the dangers that face her, the
pregnant diabetic woman
should keep reporting to her
physician every few weeks
throughout ther nine months
of greal danger.

Today, even wilh the help
of insulin
skill of ohstetricians and ex.
perts in diabetes, the mortals
ity among babies born alive
o diabetic mothers is still tao
lutge for comfort. I now read
that in several series of cases,
from 183 to 20.6 per cent of
the infants died. In some hos-
pitals the mortality rate of
just-born Infants of diabetic
miothers is 7 times higher than
thiat of infants born of normal
mothers

Among disbetic mothors,
the infant at birth is likely 1o
weigh oo much sometimes
aver 10 or 12 pounds, These
bables are fat and often drop-
sival. The large size of the
baby, which malkoes [ta birth
difficull, is sometimes respon-
sible for i1s death. In the great
Jaslin diabetic clinic, 5 per
cent of diabetic mothers are
delivered quickly by cesarian
section, This lessens the dan-
ger to e mother, bul adds
somewhat to the dangers faced
by the newborn infant

A pregnant diabelic woman
should be hospitalized from 2
tn 4 weeks before the expecl-
ed dale of delivery, and kept
in the hospital until her baby
i horn

Should Second Cousins Wad?

I et letters from young
seeand cousing who are dis-
tressed because they would

like to marey but have been
told by their parents that they
must nol, They wonder whil
|1 think about the problem.

Probably the answer of an
expert gencticist would be
thot just as with first-cousin
maorrisgey, If 'on both sides of
| the family there is no history
of ilness, with no mental or
physical diseases, there will
be little to fear Bul when sev-
eral of the forebears suffered
from heredifary diseases of
the mind or body, the outlook
will be guestionable

In such cases, il the anxious
couple  eontemplating  mar-
viage live in or near a college
tnwn, tha deal thing to do
wallld ha to ponsult the pro-
fessor of gonclics taking
with them to the conference
every Wil of information they
can get about the illnesses of
parents, grandparents, uneles,
aunts, brothers and sisiers and
| cousing

The point we must remem-
ber that when cousins
marry, they may both he car-
rlers of a defeet that runs
through the family, and U
they ave, several or perhiaps
all of any children they bhear
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may huave the defect. But (f
there seems to be no defect in
the fom n martinge be-
tween first or second cousing
st bt distressing to the
Alooholism and bad lem
pers can be related to n tond-
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