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Editor’s nole; Three year
ago the U.S, Public Health
iarvice advised Americans
that the surest way to svoid
lung cancer was 1o quit
smoking., This added new
fuel to an already-raging
tobacco v, cancer conlro:
warsy. The SBurgeon Ganeral
has now decided te appoint
s panel of eminent scientisis
te determine whether the
original statemaent should
be reaffirmed, modified, or
complelely withdrawn.
Vital health and sconomic
issues hings on the oul-
coma.)

By DAVID D. LEWIS
United Press International
Washington e

national health is aboul In
jump into one of the medical
profession’s  long  unsettled
debaies—ihe controversy over
whether tobacco smoke kills,
cripples or just pacifies hu-
mans

Surgeon General Luther L
Terry of the US. Public
Health Service Is expecled 1o
name soon an expert panel
to moke a full investigation of
all provious daln concerning
the relationship of smoking
1o health problems, including

nent Scientists to Determ

The
chief governmeni guardian of

ine Relati

more than $7.5 billlon and Is &
heavy advertiser In the var-|
lous media of communica:
| tions,

Fedoral pnd stale Income
from tobacco Laxes runs about
§3 billion n year
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The economy of six slkles
which are lop lobacen pro-|
ducers Is materially affected
by the industty, These ave
Georgla, Kentucky, North
Carolina, South Carolina, \
Tenneasee and Virginia, Fif.
teen other stades are Involved 1'
as lesser producers,
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Whin the new findings are
analyzed, this panel, or a new
one, willl make recommenda-
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the group would be al work !
on the initial gix-month phase |
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One PHS ollicial helping to
eoordinate the selections told
UFL thal “these people had (o
he like Caesar’s wile plire
hevond doubt in thelr lack of

Bilus or any prejudiced notlons |

of the relation of smoking to
health, At least, if they had
such notions, they must have
kept them auler

Before Invititions to serve
on the panel were lsgued, i
torestogd partiex were allowed
to weto” any eandidate for
“any reason whatever,” the
nfficial xaid,

Opinions on Qualifications
Gpiniong of candidate qual-
Iieations wers golicited from |
the Tobaceo Institute, Ines |
American Canecer sociely,
American  Heart, association, |
Americun Medical association,
Amerionn  College of Chest

Surgeons, the National Tuber
culogis nssociation, the Foewl
angd Drug adminisiration, the |
Federal  Trade  commission,
and President Kennedy's Of
Hee of Sclence and Technol
oY
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Last month, the U5, Agris
culture dopertment reported
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In 1062 1o an all-tiode high
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| billion  cigars, up about 140
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Other fobacen production in ‘
the United Stateg fell alf, how-
L ever, it gald, Pipe tobican pro-

duction deopped 4 million
pounds 1o 71 milllon pounds;
chewing tobneeo fell toos niw
low af 845 million pounds,
| down about | per oent; and |
| snulf production hit a 47-vear
lbw of about 3428 milllon
pounds, down 3 per cent |

Agriculiure officinls hodged
on whether tobacoo produe:
ton would incrense agmin next
year, They said a rise geomoed
HKely In 19063 but that the res
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