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Tree Classification

A Medford man’s hobby has resulted in a study by
the U. S. Forest service (o definitely define the proper
classification of the noble and Shasta red [irs in the
Rogue River National forest

The hobby of Eugene L. Parker, 2326 Sunnyview
lane, has taken him into the foresis in the Rogue valley
where he studied the various speécies of trees. The similar
charactertstics of these two species of fir-poble and
Shasta red-were noted by Parker

Thinking that the identification of the two species in
the nationa! forest overlapped. Parker conticled local
forestry officials who also beeame interestod

Earlier this vear, Dr, Elb L. Little, Jr.,
fon, D. C., dendrolog forest service
vizited the Ropue River Nutional forest. and with Parkes
and local forestry officialy collected  specimens  and
ronea for study of the two fir sproies for common and
different characterisfics

Recently, Dr. Little sugeested (o local forestry offy
clals that a study of the wood properties and wood
anatomy of the treex be made tn definitely define the
proper classification

In hisg letter Dr. Little recommended thal five ques
tions he answeorod. These concern whother the woods af
noble and Shasta red fir are sufficiently differenmt b
wooad anatomy for separate dentification and whethe
this difference Is of economic importance to justify mar
Keting separately and af difforent prices
Asks Geographical Line

I separnte marketing
where (% the geographical line of aration or e
of averlap in charncteristics, are wonds n t
uniform or variable, and within the overiap arca is the
wood difference enough for field identification of trees
and logs?

Local farestry officinls said thal wood and [olinge
samples of hoth species have been sent to the Foresi
Products laboratory in Madison, Wise,, for determination

Washing
with the U. S

axked

fustifiod, Dr. Little

Zony

Parker believes that the more common of the firs in
southern Oregon and the California Siskivou mountain
it moble fir on the basis of botanical characters of b

needles and cones

This thesls was conlirmed by D
letters to Parker and has stateed that the
tir, as inclusively applied to #ll the of trees, = a
misnomaor
Reviews Parker’s Arlicle

While in the valley, Dr. Little reviewed an artiele
writfen by Pirker study. He assisted Him o
arcanging the material and the manuscript, “The geo
graphic overinp of noble fir and red fir," was relerre o
to Dr. John W. Dutfield, Nisqually, Wakh., edilor of the
“"Forest Sclence to the Society of
American Foresters for publication, The
quarterly journal of rescarch and technical

ttle in variou

1ame Shadta rod

on this

maguzine, who sent it

Parker's article I= expeciod 10 be printed in early 3
In a letter to Parker, Dr. Dufficld commented, “'this
manuscript makes # good siraightforward story, and con

stitutes & real contribution to hotany and forestry

He also askeod ket for his assistance in 8 blister
piteh study that s under way by the University of Cal
fornia Forest Products laborstory
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Lelt 1o right, Lyle Anderson of the US
L. Little
Eugene L
relinguish

The cones of the Noble [
have long braclts which benid
townward with fong tipering

noints

Perpendicolar bracls with

fing point ire chatacieristie

{ the Shaste Red fir cone

head dendrologist
Parker of Medford pose in front of the Miller peak tree, which s nbout to
s title as world's largest Brewer Weeping Sproce
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Applegale A mew ean
didate  fur  the title of
wuarld's  largest Brewer's
Weeping Spruce tree  has
been found in the Siskiyvou
National forest, just throe
miles away from the pres
ent titleholder In the cate-
gory.

According to Oliver Mal-
thews of Salem, who has
distovered many  “world's
largest” trees in Oregon,
the new candidale 15 at
least two feel and o few
Inches larger in clrewmier-
ence  than  the Brewer's
Weeping Spruce which pre
viously held the title

The old titleholder is lo
caled at Miller lake and
for aboul 1B years hing ap
peared on  the American
Forest's big tree list as the
world's largest of s kind.
South of Grayback

The new champlon |s 1o
cated Just south af Gray-
back mountain, Matthews
explained, about a 15 min-
tte hike down the slope
from the low saddle, aboul
a mile south of Cold Springs
on the Siskiyou Natlonal
tarest side of the Boundary
tralfl in Josephine county,

It is growing abouwl the
6,000 foot elevation, aboul
the same clevation #s {he
Miller Loke area tree, threo
miles alr line to the south
[ L1

Thore is & second Brew
er's Weoping Spruce in the
area, nol as large as the
new  chivmplon, but Iarget
than the ald  Utleholder,
Mutthews added

The newly discovered
tree was found to be largoer
in the fallowing manner
Measurement Made

A medsurement was
made & a point 4.5 foet
above the ground on the
upper mide of the tree,
which showed the new
champlon o be 13 feet, |
inch In circumference eoim.
pared to the olhey tree's 11
fewl evien

Then w second messure
mont was made al o poind
4.5 feet above the ground
nn the Jower side, with the
meaiuring 14
fott, 10 inche in ecircuam
ference. The old treée meas
ured 13 feet
ame point

Matthows then added the
twao measurements and
averaged them by dividing
by two, Thus the elrcum-
forence of the new lres
with the contour of th
ground I 14 feel, 55

new.  (red

even at tha

inches, compired to  the
former  champs 12 [ent

Height of New Tres
Helght of the pew o
mon (& estimated al D0 (el

and sprewd at G0 feet

This now champlon vould
ind  Yoars
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Giant of Category

Miatthews sald. A
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1, he sald,

I believed to be the largest Brower Weeping
¢ world, Located in the Siskiytu National forest.
ger in clreumference than the
previous ttleholder, loeated aboul thrie miles nway.

al Miller
urgedt Brewer Weeping Spruce

nwny

Applying thesde figures o
uld, he
downed
treee of the same species al
Miller lake was sawed open,

Miller Lake chumplon, Mual-
thews figured it to he 885
yvars old. By the same {ig-
ing, the Sigklvou Natlanal
Turest tree is probably more
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measurements of the

non. years old, maybe

meak  eanmidered the
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