THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 20, 1862

MEDFORD MAIL TRIBUNE, MEDFOHRD, OREGON

- East Germans Appear Hungry for Western Ideas,

(Edifor's note: What is il

roally like behind the wall,
elecirified fence and mine-
planted sirip which separ.
ales Communist East Ger-
many from the West?
United Press International’s

Geneva correspondent, John
D Parry. spent two weeks
traveling through olf - the -
beaten-path East Germany,
talking with its people and
making comparisons with
Germany he

the West
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“Your Dave Brubeck, he s

the greatest. Every night |1

By JOHN D. PARRY listen to his regords on the
United Press International vgic of America,” he =aid.

The plano player In a Beip | suggested he play some-

zig har leaned poross th bul the

shrugged his

thing of Brubeck’s,
piann  player
shoulders

“Ach,"” he smid, “Here we
must play at Jeast 80 per cent
of aur program within the
limitg set down by the interior
ministey, | have plready play-
ed 0o many western tuneg to.
night

"I T play any more 1 will
be fined 300 murks (§125), 1
only get 8O0 morks (8200) &
month and 1 just can't atford
it

The plano player turned
bock to the keyboard and
launched into g tune called *1
Foung My Sweetheart in the
Free German Youth” A Com-
| munist official at & nearby ta-
ple nodded npprovingly.

Eust Germans are
for westérn ideas,
are hungry for western
clothes, food, bouks - and for
just plain  conversation. It
wis obvious to me, after two
witeks of travel in East Ger-
many, that the Communists
are not interested in letting
in any of these
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3 Communist  police and
guestioned for a week abou!
hiz conversation with the

western spy.

For a country with very lit.
tle automobile traffic, East
Germany is literally crawling
with police. In front of Leip-
zig's main rallrond station re-
cently, only 10 automoblies
passed In g MAny minules
but there were 12 policemen
in the square to direct the
trafiic

At Wurta, the first station
scross the border on one of
the three rail lines linking
East and West Germany, 30
Communiat police with sub-
mnchineguns stood about
watching the trains, the plal-
form and even the tracks on
the opposite gide of the train
Other armed pollee stood on
the station roof walching
from above
A large poster in the sta-
“Welcome 10

East Germany. "
In a Leipzig suburb, a long
line of women stood patiently

outside a butcher shop. They
were roeminiscent of similar
gueues  in  Burope during

World War 11

“They say there's going o
be venl here Loday. | got here
at 5:10 im, to be sure of get-
ting some." one sald. “There

hagn't been any for a fort-
night and we've had to buy
stringy beef with oup ralion

cuupons

I'd like some decent moeat
{for n change,” she mid
East Cormans are nol

starving, But meat Is rationed
and foadetufts which western.
ety tnke for geanted are in re-
mirkably short supply outslde
Bast Berlin. The Communist
“showplace,” and a lew "for-
elgners’ restnuragils, to which
western visitors are carefully
-alwrcd

Two wosterners
visite a working class res
taurant outside Lelpzig, The
| proprietor sald to them: “But
{this place isn't for torelgners.”

| Visils 'Not Encouraged’

The restaurateur glanced
furtively at his two other cun-
lomers -
their beer < knd Lhen lold the
westerners they could come
in, Such visiix, he sald, ware
‘not encournged."

The westerners sal down

|nm| ordered s sausage and &

roll

“Only half & roll per saue-
sage and a roll,

“Only half a roll per sau-
sage,' said the owner, “Broad
i¢ in short supply, you Kknow

, Pve got 10 rolls here to

feed something ke B0 cus-
tomers for the next two doys,' |
On the other hand, in the

forelgners’ restaurnnts,'”
willters carey lirge, succulent
steaks to the customers while
Communist functionaries aske:
‘Not bad, the food in our
pooples’ stale, eh*"

Broud, potatoes and meat -
staples of any German dlet -
are in shortl supply. A group
of housewives recently fought
n pitehed battle outalde o
Lutelier shop in an East Ger

man town becduse one ag-
cusnd another of getling more
than hey share of ratloned
meal

PO

In East Germany, the beer
e watery by comparison with

that In the West, I You're
well up in the Communis
Werarchy, though, you oan

from Ceecho-
of course, it's
lotrelgners’

pilsen beer
And,
avillable st the
rosthurants

Botlles of good Soviet
champhgte Hne the shelves of
grogery stores nand the prices
are comparntively veasonable
Vodkn s plentiful and
the Enst Gormans dreink plen.
ity of It

et

slovakin

i,

As an elderly waiter told
this correspondent: It la b
host way of getting drunk
quilckly and cheaply
Like Funeral Parler

The East Gernvan “'night
bals the western term
nightelub I« forbidden
nre stocked with good quality
Communist wine and llguoer
but the atmosphere s like »
funeral parios

Little groups of people «it
Munehed over thelr iables
Sume dande In oa fashion
whict went outl of siyie
West before World War U
Evervone spenke quietly, wir
tually  no Iau and
wien some ens the
room especinlly & westerner

all conversation stops

The streets of Enst German
towine resembio those of Waost

S R/ FIRST FOR QUALITY
CHILDREN'S SHOES FROM

SR | JUNIOR BOOT SHOP

e was ; 211 East Main

recently

Germany 14 years ago
rubble of World War [1 is
cverywhere. An occasiona |
new ppartment housé or pub-
lic bullding rives Incongruoiis-
ly from surroundings of drab
lund dismal 19th century
streets,

A western wvisitor told an
East German acquaintance
thatLeipzig would look better
with a coal of paint

'Wol mueh chance of that”
sald the East German, "You
ecan't buy paint without a gov-
ernment license,”

. L] Ll

Anyone overheard making
ieven the most innocuous anti-
Russian remuark 15 jailed for
anything up to 10 years, But
|sometimes the Germing man-
|age 1o get across the (dea they

The

|don’t care much lor the So- |

viets,

Enst Germans use devious
means to refer to Russians
When Soviet infantry and
tanks appeared In Eust Ber.
lin while the wall was going
up, an East German remark-

od lo & western (riend: “[ see
the friends are out in force
today."
|Always As 'Frionds’

Russians ure alwavs refer
red to as "friends”" That's &
much bandied word in East

ermany, For example, by gov.
ernment decree, visiting ath-
letes always are referred to as
“sports friends”

Recently, when a western
athlete drank too much vodka
one night, he was told by a
]r‘lprl.;; policeman at 3 am

‘I you don't go back ta your
||IUR!1_ 'l tun you in, sport<
friend.”
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ONLY 50c DOWN ...

215 EAST MAIN

| SHOPPING 'SPREE’ —

shopping

Ysproev,” these

Appareutly on a
young East' German
' frauleins appear'to be looking for o

Conversation
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summoer” dress while attending the

“nice  Lelpzig, East Germany.
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DOLL LAY-AWAY

OF YOUR

AND SMALL MONTHLY PAYMENTS WILL HOLD

THE

CHOICE UNTIL DECEMBER 15TH. MANY

MORE EXCITING DOLLS FROM WHICH TO CHOOSE, VISIT MARNN'S LOWER FLOOR DOLL

DOLLS FROM 1.00 TO 18.98

LAND SOON

Charming Bride Doll

3.98

Golden Book Doll

4.98

Lovely Bride Doll

4.98

Drink & We!

598

16" Drink & We?

3.98

Dall

Doll

Musical Act

ian Doll 17" Infant Doll

3.98

17" Toddler Dol

3.98

closing
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