Mariner Il May Bring Answers to Some Questions About Universe

By GERALD S. SNYDER
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The answers, a prominent
space physicist said, may be
fotind in the vicinity of Venus
—the Earth's sister planet
now being approached by
America’'s Mariner (11 space-
crait

Tt Maviner and subse
guent spice probes;, he said
may cul through a near in-
finily of space and time o ¢x-
pliin s of the most basie
guestions man has saskoed
since ho first became curious
about his universe
More of A Puzzler

Beciuge of the cloud-Hke
almosphere which surrounds
Venus, It has been more of a
puzzler to man  than the
moon and Mars. For that rea.
son, scientists the world
arouind anxiousiy awail De-
cember when the recently
latinched Mariner hopefully
will come within 10,000 miles
of Venu

Is there life on Venus? Is it
covered by a vast swamp.
land® Or an ocean” Or a
swirling dust bowl? Or, as is
now mostly commonly beliey-
ed, a lercely hol, moisturcless
descrt?

Mairiner may 'revesl, at
least in part, gome of the
ANSWOTrs
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