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Washington -i- UPIi- The Navy

announced Wednesday that 69
new ship construction con-
tracts and nine ship conver-
sion jobs will go to private
yards during the fiscal year
that started July 1. Only three
new construction projects and
22 conversions were listed for
government shipyards at New
York and Portsmouth, N.H.
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caped injury in a machinegun
attack on him.
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Of Drowsy Pilots
San Anlonio, Tex. HOT --

Concerned over aircraft
crashes blamed on drowsy pi-

lots, the U.S. Air Force re-

cently made a study to find
out how well men perform
tasks at a test board after
being suddenly awakened.

Five volunteers from 18 lo
23 years of age went through
a three-wee- program of ex-

periments at Brooks Air
Force base.
. During the first week, they
were taught to operate a con-

trol panel and given various
intelligence tests.

In the next two weeks, they
performed regular dvities dur-

ing the day and at nihl their
sleep was interrupted for brief
periods of operating the con-

trol panel.
The first test each night

came al 9 p.m. and the men
wenl lo bed in separate rooms
by 10:30 p.m. They were
awakened each night for other
lests between midnight and
1 a.m. and between 3 am.'
and 4 a.m.

After 10 minutes of test-

ing, the men went back to
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fourth time in the morning.
Performances upon sudden

awakening were compared
with Ihe efficiency with which
the volunteers operated the
control panel before and after
their sleep.

Results showed the men im-

proved at their work minute
by minute, but never were as
good after being awakened as
al night or in the morning.

Capt. David Langdon of the
U. S. Air Force reporting on
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the tests, said "performance
during both awakenings is

markedly poorer than on the
presleep run."

"The morning, or poslsleep
run. yields response limes al-

most as short as for presleep,"
he said.

In some cases, there was a
25 per cent loss of efficn ncy
between the first and later
tests each night.

Langdon said the tests
showed pilots and ground
crew members who are al-

lowed lo sleep while on alert
duly, subject to fast takeoffs,
face major problems in their
efficiency upon awakening.
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