THUHRSPAY, AUGUSYT 23, 1962

MEUFrUGHD MALL ini. cais,

shmiit s mases LGALGON

2 B

California Law
Student Studies
City Liability
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by a defective traffic signal
would be unable at present lo

pblaln compensation from the | BN

municipality,

But Patrick Herbst, & Ger-|[

man law student who wrote
his master of laws thesis on
municipal  responsibility in
trafflc nceldents, believes
there 15 a definite legal trend
for holding citles liable in
#uch cases.

Herbst said most muniel: |

palities are lable under stat-

utory law for Injuries sus|

talned in aceldents resulting

{rom their fuilure to keep ||

gtreels unobstructed and in
good repair. He contends

maintenance of trafflc signals f
nnd signs are Just as much a | &
part of a municipality’s re-| =

spongibility for safe condi-
tions.
Thesis Published

Herbst's thesis at the Uni- ||

wversity of California, “Munic-

ipal Tort Liability for Innd. o | :
equate Traffle Regulations,” | RS

was published by the Amer-
fcan Safety foundatlon

The main argument nunlnstl
# city being held responsible | |5

for accidents caused by traffic

control system f(allures, Herbat || - e

sairt g that traffic regulation

s u pollce power and there-
fore immune from lability,

Streéel’ malntenance on thcl.
other hand; relates to the car- |,

porate powers of a city, which
carry HUability under common
law

Geneenlly,
courté hove ruled agains
plaintiffs who contended
maintenance of trafflc signals
foll under a elty's corpornte
duties, However, there have
heen some diagenting opinions
by prominent jurists, he said.
Statutos Give Responsibility

Herbut said that in several
cascs the question of whether
communitics were lable was
decided on whether or not
municlupal statutes expresuly |
give eity officials responsibil-
{ty for maintaining traffic
glgnals. 1f such a responsibil.
ity was In the statutes, Horbst |
snled, courts have ruled that|
municipalities were Hable for
injuries resulting from signal
fiullures

Ih coses where selling up |

Herbst said,

elgnnls and signs was not spe-
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cifienlly made a municipal
duty by statute, eourts ruled
it was o pollee power and the
ety had  Immunity,
suld |
Herbat wrged that liability |
for accidents resulting fram |
defective slgnaly be extended
1o all ¢ities, regordless of how
the stalules read, He believes |
such action would guarantee |
sofer traflle conditions be-
cause the linbility would put
pressure an city authorities 1o
maintain  controls more ef-
figlently ‘

Bomber Crashes
North of Bois

Bolse, Idaho = UM~ A ﬂ-l'."
Jet bomber on a  training
fllght from Its Arlzona  base
erashied (n rugged timbor-eov.
erod mountalns nboul 40 miles
north of Boise shortly before
Tust midnight, The three crews
men  aboard  were  belleyed
killod

The bomber craghed, ex-
ploded and started o forest
fire.

A fire lookout near the
cragh site sald rescue workers
“found parts of bodles" in the
scattered wreckagpe

Officials mt nearby Moun.
tain Home AFR identified the
crew-moembers as alrernft com
mander LL. Col. Raymond N
MeDonnld, 40, Eldorado, Tex;
en-pilot Capt. 'Willlam <
40, Owminhue, Neb: and
tor Ma). Glen A, Me-

30, Waverly, lowa

Herbut |
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The wreckage was scattered
Wer five ac & In the moun
hie

ash

near Smiths Ferry, Six
ire fighters battled t

ving
]
1 chied off by the ¢f

- .

I
in the rugged fir timber and
brush country

Satellite Launched
At Point Arguello

it Arguello, Calif !

A satellite was launched 1
t A Force loday with
Hluy boosler bin
Loy Kt
A {1} word anndung
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r s progra
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The Blue Scout ik capable
of hurling » 100pound pa
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MEMBERS:
o f A \ ® STEVE DAVIS—Crater ® JIM HUBBARD—Antelope
W _ ®* WILLIAM TRAVIS—Ruch * KIM BABCOCK—Evans Valley

®* DAVID PITTOCK—Applegate
® BOB PETRIE—Applegate ® ALICIA ELMORE—Applegate
® KATHY LARSEN—Ruch ® JUDY HILL—Antelope

® RON NEUFELD—Central Point
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